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Dates to Remember 

Thursday, July 15---General Meeting at 5:30 pm,  

via hybrid format ( Zoom and in person in the 

Mountain View Room) followed by a new 

activity called  Five for Five.   Additional 

information inside 

August---no meeting 

Tuesday, September 28, 3:30, Marsh Mansion-- 

Annual Picnic with Drama After Dark 

M*A*S*H* episode.   More details next month. 

Tuesday, October 19 at 7 pm, Wednesday 

October 20 at 2 pm, Thursday, October 21 at 7 

pm---HHLT Fall Production Old Time Radio 
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Dear Friends,  

Our Heritage Hunt Little Theater has given 

a grand performance over the past 

18 months!  Thanks to the efforts of 

our Board Member responsible for 

Membership, Mary Jane Fink, as well as 

Board Members Andy Mays and Sally 

Peterson, our club membership has 

increased by 19  people.  That is 

outstanding considering we have not met in 

person for 16 of those months!!!  On behalf 

of HHLT, thank you ladies for helping 

bring people into our family who are 

interested in all things theater. I also want to 

say “Welcome” to all of our new 

members.  Thank you for taking an interest 

in our club.  You will see that most of us 

joined without the benefit of past theater 

experience and are having a lot of fun 

discovering the creative, fun inner being 

that we all possess  And if you ever decide 

you want to act in front of the curtain just 

know that it will be the thrill of a 

lifetime!  We look forward to meeting you 

“in person” as we return to the Club 

House Enjoy the summer everyone.  Be safe 

and stay cool! 

Sincerely, Val 

  

 

 

 

Old Time Radio Will Soon 

be On the Air! 
 
 We have begun our rehearsals for Old 

Time Radio, and the pent-up enthusiasm is 

palpable.  The actors, stage crew, LSTV, 

and many more are going to put together a 

marvelous play for the HH community and 

guests.  It is especially great that some of 

our new members will be participating on-

stage and behind the scenes, and we are, as 

always, looking for more people to help out 

as we continue our preparations.   

 

We will be 

performing on 

October 19, 20, and 

21, and tickets (the 

gold form) will be 

available beginning 

September 12.  Look 

for the announcement 

in the August Horn.   

 

In sum, it's great, 

finally, to be 

back on 

stage!  Gene 

Schmiel, 

geneofva@gmail.com 
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July Meeting and Activity 

Thursday, 

July 15, 

5:30 pm 

Hybrid via 

Zoom  

and in Person in the 

Mountain View Room  

Our July 15 meeting will be our last 

of the Summer as there is 

traditionally no meeting in August.  

We plan to close out the Summer 

with our first hybrid meeting and a 

chance to exercise our entertainment 

memory!    LSTV has completed 

their efforts to make this technology 

available, allowing us to connect   

simultaneously in person and via 

Zoom.  We are planning an activity 

which will test our memory and 

challenge our deductive skills.  Five 

for Five is an activity in which one 

word clues lead to the title of a 

movie, play, or an actors’ name.  It 

works equally well for Zoom and in 

person members.  Plan to join the 

meeting at the Mountain View Room 

or on your computer.  Bob Bowman 

will be sending the Zoom link on 

Wednesday, July 14.  

 

RECAP OF JUNE 

MEETING 

What a wonderful time we had at 

our June General meeting---our first 

in-person meeting in over a year!  

With a good crowd of 24 members 

and guests, we enjoyed a rollicking 

game of Charades organized by 

Sally Peterson.  There were lots of 

laughs as members tried to coax 

their teams to come up with titles 

such as Gone with the Wind, All Dogs 

Go to Heaven and many others.   

We also want to welcome new 

members and guests who were at the 

meeting.  It was great to see so many 

new (and of course old) faces!! 

Welcome: Mary Kane, Brenda 

Quanstrom, Nancy Ward, Maureen 

Erickson, Reggie Cober, Rich 

Lattimer, Arden Anderson, Ruth 

Thomas, Elaine Romanias, Sue 

Hamilton, Donna Mackey. 

M*A*S*H* 

Drama After Dark 

Has Been Postponed  

Until September Picnic 

 

 

 



South African Playwright: 

Athol Fugard 

 Athol Fugard (born 1932) is South 

Africa’s pre-eminent playwright.  He wrote 

mainly about the country in which he was 

born during the era of apartheid (racial 

“apartness”).  His works highlighted the 

cruel and oppressive philosophy that 

officially and legislatively guided all 

government policy from 1948 until the early 

1990s.  This article by my favorite Drama 

Critic Terry Teachout appeared in the Wall 

Street Journal on June 24, 2021.  Gene and I 

and our family lived in South Africa for 

several years in the 1970’s and saw at 

firsthand the society portrayed in the play.  

I hope to find a You Tube of this stirring  

play. 

 

“Athol Fugard, South Africa’s greatest playwright, 

is no longer produced in the U.S. as often as he used 

to be. The reason for this, however, is a happy one: 

Now that apartheid, the subject matter of most of 

his plays, is a thing of the past, they have inevitably 

lost some of their immediacy. Today they are period 

pieces—but the best of them are also great plays, 

dramatically vital time capsules that re-enact a 

hideous episode in history, and they continue to 

work superlatively well onstage. 

What I’ve been wondering about ever since 

Syracuse Stage announced that it was reviving 

“‘Master Harold’ . . . and the Boys,” the 1982 play 

that made Mr. Fugard famous, is the impression that 

would now be made by a work about apartheid by a 

white author. The notion that people of color should 

be telling their own stories has lately hardened into 

something not far from an orthodoxy, and “‘Master 

Harold’”—which is set in 1950 and tells the story of 

the deteriorating relationship between Hally (Nick 

Apostolina), a white teenager, and Sam and Willie 

(L. Peter Callender and Phumzile Sojola), two 40ish 

Black servants who helped to raise him and whom 

he regards as friends—doesn’t fit into that 

framework. But “‘Master Harold,’” lest we forget, 

is Mr. Fugard’s story, too, a semi-autobiographical 

dramatization of a shameful episode from his own 

youth, and he tells it so powerfully that you’ll feel 

at evening’s end that you’ve had a privileged 

glimpse into another, sadder world. 

At age 17, Hally feels the growing pains of 

adolescence and remembers with nostalgia the 

simpler world of childhood that he shared with Sam 

and Willie: “It’s just that life felt the right size in 

there . . . not too big and not too small. Wasn’t so 

hard to work up a bit of courage. It’s got so bloody 

complicated since then.” At the same time, he is 

also increasingly inclined to the arrogance that is 

another sign of his age, and the morally corrupt 

society in which he lives is feeding it. Bit by bit, he 

reveals that his soul has been poisoned by apartheid, 

and at length he drops the mask of civility and 

shows what lies beneath: “Don’t try to be clever, 

Sam. It doesn’t suit you. . . . You’re only a servant 

in here, and don’t forget it.” 

What follows, however predictable, is still thrilling 

to behold: Sam tears off his waiter’s livery (both 

figuratively and, for a moment, literally, a stunning 

coup de théâtre) and answers Hally not as a servant 

but as a mortally offended man.” 

Terry Teachout, WSJ, June 24, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HERITAGE HUNT 

HOLIDAY 2021 SHOW 

 Time really flies, doesn’t it? Dave 

Anderson, Heritage Hunt impresario, 

has sent out the notice for this year’s 

Holiday Variety Show.  Last year Little 

Theater performed a short skit called 

Elves on Strike and a longer readers’ 

theater called The Christmas Truce.   

We hope to participate again this 

year. 

 This year Dave is proposing to 

“take show on the road,” visiting two  

senior adult centers as well as 

presenting  the live Ballroom show for 

residents and guests.  

 The dates for the performances 

are: 

Mon. Nov. 29—Woodbridge Senior Center  

Tues. Nov. 30---Rehearsal here 

Wed. Dec. 1---Heritage Hunt Show  

Fri. Dec. 3---Manassas Senior Center 

 Performing at the senior centers 

will depend upon the covid situation 

at the time. 

 We can choose to participate in 

all performances or just the Heritage 

Hunt show. 

 We need ideas for our part of a 

show about 20 minutes long and with 

no memorizing necessary.  Volunteers 

are needed to head up this 

undertaking and to perform in our 

part of the program.  We really  hope 

to be a part of this very well-received 

contribution to the Holiday Spirit!! 

 Please contact Kathryn Schmiel 

(1305 or geneofva@gmail.com) if you 

would like to participate in any way.  

Also suggestions and ideas are always 

welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Heritage Hunt Little Theater 

General Meeting 

June 17, 2021 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 by Gene 

Schmiel, substituting for President Val Bowman. 

Gene greeted the members and guests and 

recognized three of the original HHLT members 

who were present: Joey Wagner, John Gatt, and 

Helen Esposito. He read a letter from Val.   

President’s Report: In her letter Val noted the 

challenging situation created by the pandemic of 

2020 and 2021 and outlined efforts made to 

continue HHLT’s mission through Zoom meetings, 

the Spring Scavenger Hunt, member talent shows, 

play readings, and Discovery Theater.  She praised 

the work of LSTV to create a hybrid structure so we 

can meet simultaneously via Zoom and in person.  

Hopefully this will be available soon.  She wished 

everyone a safe and healthy summer. 

Vice-President’s Report: Vice-President Andy 

Mays was not present. 

Secretary Report:  The minutes of the May meeting 

were approved. 

Treasurer’s Report:  The balance is $4596.93. 

Activities Report: Sally Peterson reported on the 

recent activities HHLT has offered including Drama 

After Dark, our by-monthly play reading; the Spring 

Scavenger Hunt; Discovery Theater, our monthly 

play discussion group.  She organized and 

conducted a very enjoyable Charades game after the 

meeting. 

Membership Report:  Mary Jane Fink introduced 

seven prospective members present at the meeting 

and warmly welcomed them.   

At Large Report: no report  

Old Business:  Gene, speaking as the Director of the 

Fall Play, summarized the work done so far to 

restart the play Old Time Radio which was 

originally to be presented in March 2020. He has 

scheduled a meeting of cast and crew to take place 

on Monday, June 28. The cast is currently complete. 

He outlined the need for more help in ticket sales, 

costumes, makeup and other areas. The first 

publicity will appear in the August Horn.  Tickets 

will go on sale on Sept. 2. 

New Business:  Kathryn noted that the July 

Discovery Theater will be a discussion of West Side 

Story. The discussion will be via Zoom on 

Thursday, July 24. Kathryn will send the link for 

the You Tube production to members tomorrow.   

Bob Bowman will send the Zoom link on 

Wednesday, June 23. The discussion will be at 7 

pm. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35, followed by 

Charades. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Kathryn Schmiel, Acting Secretary 

 

  



 

CAN YOU REMEMBER THE 

PROPS? 

Last month in addition to Charades we 

had a display of HHLT Memorabilia 

consisting of props used over the past 

15 years in our productions.   

 

For those of you who were unable to 

attend we have a collection of some of 

the items and a list of the plays in 

which they were used.  

 

Can you match the props with the 

plays in which they appeared?   

 

Apologies to new and  more recent 

members as you probably won’t be 

able to identify the plays. 

 

A,  Judgment at Nuremberg 

B. A Bad Year for Tomatoes 

C.  The Odd Couple 

D.  A Few Good Years  

E. Murder at the Orient Express 

 

 

1. 
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