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Dates to Remember 

Monday, November 9—Holiday Show 

recording, 12:30 pm, Ballroom (wear 

masks) 

Thursday, November 12—Drama 

After Dark, 7:30 pm, the Schmiels’, 

6940 Sunday Silence.  See details 

inside. 

Wednesday, December 16 (Rain date 

December 17)—Holiday Parade 

through Heritage Hunt ending at 

Marsh Mansion front lawn 

Thursday, December 17—Televised 

Holiday Show on HHTV Ch. 971-972. 

Watch for time to be announced. 
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A Message from the President: 

Looking Forward to 2021 

 This year has been one for the history 

books:  cancelled meetings, postponed plays, 

restricted travel, confinement in our homes.  

Who would ever have thought back in March 

that we would be contemplating such conditions 

into the next year.  However, we are and must 

deal with the circumstances; adjust and get 

creative in order to continue with our club and 

our love of theater. 

 As you know and may have participated 

in, many organizations are using Zoom to 

compensate for the lack of in-person meetings. 

We hope to use this technology to allow us to 

gather in our homes to socialize, enjoy 

entertainment, and participate in activities. 

 Later in November the HHLT Board will 

be meeting via Zoom to discuss this future 

arrangement.   We hope to call every member to 

assess interest and ability to participate.  

Assistance will be available to any member who 

needs it. 

 We emphasize how important it is to the 

continued growth and well-being of HHLT that 

we all pull together on this. 

 Just to give you a happier, more 

optimistic note: we just turned in the activity 

charter for next year and reserved April 20-22 

for our Spring Play and October 19-21 for our 

Fall Play.  Now let’s hope we can do them!! 

And congrats to our new board members, Val 

Bowman and Joan Turner.   

Gene Schmiel, President 

 

Heritage Hunt Holiday 

Show Hits the Airways! 

The Heritage Hunt Holiday Show is busy 

gearing up for its premiere!  Little 

Theater is doing its part by presenting 

two readers’ theater 

plays.  The first is 

entitled The Christmas 

Truce, the true and 

touching story of the 

amazing truce that 

took place in 1914 between English and 

German soldiers in France. It is told 

through letters written by four English 

soldiers played by Walt Meyer, John 

Johnson, Bill Harrison, and Gene Schmiel. 

The second is on a lighter note 

and is called Elves on Strike. 

When Santa’s elves realize 

they are not being paid for 

their labor, they decide to go 

on strike.  Only the good sense of Mrs. 

Claus saves the day!  The elves are played 

by Ginny McCardle, Sandy Grillo, Andy 

Mays, and Sally Peterson. Santa is played 

by Tom Taggart. Kathryn Schmiel is Mrs. 

Claus. 

The Holiday Show also features music by 

Tina Mullins, dance by Art Moscatello, 

and entertaining presentations by other 

talented HH residents. Director/producer 

is Dave Anderson. 

The show will be broadcast on HH 

channels 971/972 after Dec. 16. 

 



 

 

Drama After Dark 
Continues to Glow 

Drama After Dark met for 
the seventh time in October to read an 
Agatha Christie mystery The Case of the 
Helpless Victim.  The Hercule Poirot  play 
was first presented in 1945 on the Mutual 
Broadcasting System.  It was also 
Christie’s first play set in New York City. 

 As usual we all 
wore masks and sat 
at a safe social 
distance. 

 This month we 
will be reading the 
radio adaptation of 
the popular movie 
Casablanca.  
Released in January 
1943 it went on to 
become one of the 
most revered films of all time.  The reading 
will take place Thurs. November 12, at 7:30 
pm, at the Schmiels’, 6940 Sunday Silence 
Ct. 

If you would like to participate in Drama 
After Dark please contact Kathryn Schmiel 
geneofva@gmail.com or 703-743-1305. 

 

 

Our Sympathy to Joey Wagner 

 Little Theater would like to 
extend our sympathy to Joey at the 
loss of Dennis Massie.  Dennis was a 
member of HHLT and was the 
Announcer in Judgment at 
Nuremberg.  Our condolences to Joey 
and her family 

 

Best Wishes to Denny Cumber 

We Will Miss You! 

Longtime HHLT member Denny 
Cumber has moved to 
Greenspring Village 
in Springfield.  
Denny was one of 
the founders of our 
Little Theater and 
worked in at least 
15 productions 
starting in 2004 
when she played 
one of the Muses in 
When in Rome.  
Denny served as President of 
HHLT twice and acted as 
Captain Byers in Judgment at 
Nuremberg.  She was on the 
production crew for Trouble at 
the Tropicabana, The Cemetery 
Club, In Memoriam, A Bad Year 
for Tomatoes, Book of Murder, 
Dixie Swim Club, Love, Loss and 
What I Wore, and Love Letters 2.   

We will miss Denny and her 
cheerfulness and energy.  Here is 
her new address: 

7408 Spring Village Drive, #118       
Springfield VA 22150 

Cell# 703-869-4987 

mailto:geneofva@gmail.com


AMERICA’S PARADE 

 

A  brief history of the Macy's Thanksgiving Day 

Parade. 

The first Parade in 1924 was called the “Macy's 

Christmas Day Parade” although it took place on 

Thanksgiving Day. In 1927 

it was renamed the Macy's 

Thanksgiving Day Parade. 

Live animals including 

camels, goats, elephants 

and donkeys were a part of 

the Parade that inaugural 

year.In 1925 and 1926, 

bears, lions and tigers were 

added to the live animals used but this had to be 

discontinued because they scared the children along 

the line of march. 

In 1927, Macy's replaced the live animals in the 

Parade with its now signature giant helium balloons. 

The first balloons included Felix the Cat, The 

Dragon, The Elephant and Toy Soldier. 

1928 saw the first release of the giant Balloons into 

the air at the end of the Parade. Equipped with a 

return address label, in 1929, Macy's began offering 

prizes for the return of the giant balloons. 

In 1931, Clarence Chamberlain an aviator flying 

above New York City catches the Pig Balloon in 

mid air in order to claim the $25 reward money. 

The practice of releasing the Balloons was 

discontinued in 1933. 

The 1933 edition of the Parade was the first ever 

recorded for newsreels and subsequently shown in 

theatres around the world. 

The Parade was canceled in 1942, 1943 and 1944 

due to World War II. At the start of the war, Macy's 

donated the Balloons (that where made of rubber at 

the time) to the government’s rubber scrap heap in a 

ceremony held at New York’s City Hall. 

In 1948 NBC began telecasting the Parade 

nationwide, as spectators from coast-to-coast began 

referring to the Parade as the “Macy's Day Parade.” 

Due to a helium shortage in 1958, the U.S. 

Government asked Macy's to go light on the use of 

the gas. Macy's decided to inflate the Balloons with 

air and hoist them on trucks with cranes for the 

journey down Broadway. 

The Dino the Dinosaur Balloon was inducted into 

the Museum of Natural History in 1975 as an 

honorary member. 

In 1989, the Parade marched through its very first 

snowstorm. 

In the past 77 years the Parade has attracted a sea of 

celebrities. The years have seen Harpo Marx, Jackie 

Gleason, Bob Hope, Diana Ross, Sammy Davis, Jr., 

Stevie Wonder, Tony Bennett, Barry Manilow, 

NSYNC, Shania Twain, and Christina Aguilera, 

among others.  

Macy's is the world’s second largest consumer of 

helium. The United States Government is the first.  

In its 77-year history more than 300,000 Macy's 

employees have participated in the Parade. More 

than 50,000 clowns have delighted millions of 

children along the Parade route. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Turkeys in Movies and TV 

Can you identify these scenes? 

Prize—a pumpkin pie!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Celebrating Veterans and the Arts: A Virtual 

Concert 

Presented By Hylton at Home 

When/Where 
Saturday, Nov 14, 2020 

8:00pm 

Virtual 

Event 

 

Register 

Featuring Jay Ungar and Molly Mason, Darden 

Purcell, & Voices of Service 

Since 2014, the Veterans and the Arts Initiative has 

served as an arts and community hub for our local 

Veterans, Servicemembers, their families, and 

community members.  Join us on Saturday, 

November 14 at 8 p.m. for a FREE online concert 

featuring Jay Ungar and Molly Mason, celebrated 

duo on the American acoustic scene; Darden 

Purcell, Washington D.C.-based jazz vocalist and 

recording artist, joined by Mason Jazz faculty; and 

Voices of Service, a quartet of Veterans and 

Servicemembers who were finalists on America’s 

Got Talent (Season 14). This family-friendly 

concert has something for everyone! 

This event will be streamed simultaneously on this 

webpage, Facebook and YouTube at the scheduled 

time. Additional details for how to watch may be 

updated here. 

To watch this program go to the Hylton Center website 

for details. 

The featured vocalist Darden Purcell is a good friend of 

the Schmiel family and was a vocalist in the U.S. Air 

Force.  Currently she is a professor at George Mason 

University School of Music.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/celebrating-veterans-and-the-arts-a-virtual-concert-tickets-122605834351
https://www.facebook.com/HyltonCenter
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtd0g9JMGgL_59MIKwO1_eg

