
HERITAGE 

HUNT 

LITTLE 

THEATER 

PLAY TIME 

HHlittletheater.org 

January 2020 

Dates to Remember 

Thursday, January 16, 2020,     

7 pm-General Meeting in the 

Mountain View Room. 

Thursday,  February 20, 2020, 

6 pm—Sing Along and 17th 

Birthday party.  Mountain 

View Room. 

March 31 and April 1-2                                      

Spring Production: “Old Time 

Radio”                           
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Prez Sez 

Nostalgia for our radio-

enthralled youth is sure to 

bring large audiences for our 

Spring production.  Thanks to 

the large number who 

auditioned—now on to 

rehearsals!!  



 

 

If you like to sing AND you 
like cake, have we got a 
meeting for you! Next 
month our February 

meeting will give you the 
chance to enjoy both.  
Activities Chair Sally 

Peterson is planning a Sing 
Along AND our annual 

birthday party February 20 
to celebrate 17 years of 

HHLT!! Accompanied on the 
piano by May ? We will sing 
old favorites.  This is also a 
great way to attract new 
members to Little Theater.  
Please plan to ask friends 

and 
neighbors 
to our fun 
evening, 
with no 

pressure to join, just to have 
a good time!  

 

 

HHLT 
Holiday 
Party a Jolly 
Evening for 
All 

Little Theater enjoyed its usual fun filled 

evening celebrating the Holiday Season at a 

party at Gene and Kathryn Schmiel’s.  

Thanks to the party committee (Andy Mays, 

Sally Peterson, Sandy Grillo, and Mary Jane 

Fink) and to all the members who brought 

delicious snacks, appetizers, and dessert. 

We left full of the spirit of the season! 

In addition to enjoying plenty of food and 

drink, we were entertained with Sally 

Peterson’s Holiday Matching Pairs game 

and a very challenging riddle and question 

game that kept us scratching our collective 

heads for quite a while.  

A special treat was a visit from Mrs. Claus 

who was dressed in her North Pole garb and 

entertained us with tales of her life with 

Santa. Later after Mrs. Claus departed Mary 

Jane Fink arrived! 

A special thanks to Linda Meyer who 

brought latke (potato pancakes) in honor of 

the Hanukkah tradition and to Walt Meyer 

who taught us how to play the dreidel 

game. 

Also due to the generosity of all the 

members, Andy Mays and Bob Coggan were 

able to take 80 pounds of donated non-

perishable food to the Haymarket Regional 

Food Pantry. 

Thanks to all for a wonderful evening! 



OLD TIME RADIO NEWS 

 

   

Preparations are about to go into 

high gear for “Old Time Radio,” 

with rehearsals beginning in late 

January.  We had nearly 20 

people audition for parts in the 

play, and our staff is complete 

with Mary Jane Fink our 

Producer, Walt Meyer doing our 

Publicity, Kathryn Schmiel and 

Mary Jane doing costumes, Tina 

Mullins supervising our sound 

effects, and John Bisaga and his 

LSTV crew in charge of lighting 

and sound.  ORANGE 

Reservation forms will be 

available in mid-February.  

We were very pleased to see so 

many people audition for the 

play.  We will be announcing the 

full cast later in the month. 

 

 

 

Reminder: If you have an “old 

time radio,” especially a console 

like the one in the picture, I 

would like to use it as a “display” 

as part of the show.  Let me 

know: geneofva@gmail.com 

To remind: the following shows 

will be in the program: The Lone 

Ranger; Fibber McGee and 

Molly; Abbott and Costello 

doing “Who’s On First?:” 

Dragnet; and Five-Minute 

Mystery.   We will also have a 

contest for the audience to see if 

they can solve the mystery in the 

latter show – with the prize a 

ticket to a future HHLT show! 

Play Dates: 

March 31, 7 PM 

April 1, 2 PM Matinee 

April 2, 7 PM 

 

 



 

 

Radio Back in the Day 

 Beginning with the earliest 

transmission of sound over the air waves 

right up until today radio has come a long 

way.  The first radio news program was 

broadcast August 31, 1920 by station 8MK 

in Detroit, Michigan, which survives today 

as all-news format station WWJ under 

ownership of the CBS network. The first 

college radio station began broadcasting on 

October 14, 1920 from Union College, 

Schenectady, New York under the personal 

call letters of Wendell King, an African-

American student at the school. 

 That month 2ADD (renamed WRUC 

in 1947), aired what is believed to be the 

first public entertainment broadcast in the 

United States, a series of Thursday night 

concerts initially heard within a 100-mile 

(160 km) radius and later for a 1,000-mile 

(1,600 km) radius. In November 1920, it 

aired the first broadcast of a sporting event  

 Sports broadcasting began at this 

time as well, including the college football 

on radio broadcast of a 1921 West Virginia 

vs. Pittsburgh football game. 

 English-language radio drama seems 

to have started in the United States. A Rural 

Line on Education, a brief sketch 

specifically written for radio, aired on 

Pittsburgh's KDKA in 1921, according to 

historian Bill Jaker. Newspaper accounts of 

the era report on a number of other drama 

experiments by America's commercial radio 

stations: KYW broadcast a season of 

complete operas from Chicago starting in 

November 1921. In February 1922, entire 

Broadway musical comedies with the 

original casts aired from WJZ's Newark 

studios.  Actors Grace George and Herbert 

Hayes performed an entire play from a San 

Francisco station in the summer of 1922  

 An important turning point in radio 

drama came when Schenectady, New York's 

WGY, after a successful tryout on August 3, 

1922, began weekly studio broadcasts of 

full-length stage plays in September 1922 

using music, sound effects and a regular 

troupe of actors, The WGY Players. Aware 

of this series, the director of Cincinnati's 

WLW began regularly broadcasting one-acts 

(as well as excerpts from longer works) in 

November. The success of these projects led 

to imitators at other stations. By the spring 

of 1923, original dramatic pieces written 

specially for radio were airing on stations in 

Cincinnati (When Love Wakens by WLW's 

Fred Smith), Philadelphia (The Secret Wave 

by Clyde A. Criswell) and Los Angeles (At 

Home over KHJ). That same year, WLW (in 

May) and WGY (in September) sponsored 

scripting contests, inviting listeners to create 

original plays to be performed by those 

stations' dramatic troupes.  

 Listings in The New York Times and 

other sources for May 1923 reveal at least 

20 dramatic offerings were scheduled 

(including one-acts, excerpts from longer 

dramas, complete three- and four-act plays, 

operettas and a Molière adaptation), either 

as in-studio productions or by remote 

broadcast from local theaters and opera 

houses. An early British drama broadcast 

was of Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's 

Dream on 2LO on 25 July 1923 Radio 

comedy in the United States began when 

Raymond Knight launched The Cuckoo 

Hour on in 1930, along with the 1931 

network debut of Stoopnagle and Budd on 

CBS. Comedians such as Fred Allen, Jack 

Benny, Judy Canova, Bob Hope and Red 
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Skelton were top-rated in the decades that 

followed. Even after the big name 

comedians moved to television, radio 

comedy continued, notably from Bob and 

Ray, The Firestone Theatre and segments 

heard on NBC's Monitor. 

Radio entertainment reached a high point in 

the 1930s and 1940s with the regular 

transmission of comedies and drams which 

found millions clustered around their radios 

to enjoy the stories of such popular series as 

The Bickersons, The Thin Man, Ethel and 

Alber, and Adventures of Philip Marlowe, to 

name just a few. 

Information is from Wikipedia 

 

WHO SENT PANIC OVER  

THE AIR WAVES? 

 

In 1938, his radio anthology 

series The Mercury 

Theatre on the Air 

gave him the platform 

to find international 

fame as the director and narrator 

of a radio adaptation of H. G. 

Wells's novel The War of the Worlds. The 

transmission caused widespread panic because 

many listeners thought that an invasion by 

extraterrestrial beings was actually occurring. 

Although some contemporary sources say these 

reports of panic were mostly false and 

overstated, they rocketed him to notoriety. 

Who was this radio pioneer? 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

2020 Dues Are Due!! 

It’s a New Year and your $10 annual dues 

(per household) will be collected at the 

January meeting.  Please bring a check (if 

possible) or exact change.  Remember if 

you’ve been a member for 12 or more 

years, you are exempt from dues.  

 

 

Committee Members 

Needed 

Plan to attend the January 16th 

meeting where there will be the 

opportunity to sign up for 

committees to make your HHLT a 

well-functioning organization.  

Members are needed on the 

following committees: 

1. Activities 

2. Membership 

3.  Play reading group 

4. Sound effects (for play) 
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Local Theater Update 

 

 

 

Rabbit Hole  

by David Lindsay-Abaire                   

Directed by Ken Wayne                        

Produced by Katy Benko-Miner         

January 24 – February 9, 2020  

Fridays & Saturdays 7:30 pm 

Sundays 2:00 pm 

Night Must Fall 

by Emlyn Williams                           

Directed by Peter Marsh                   

Produced by Dianne Moss 

Sponsored by Centreville Title Group, LLC.  

March 13 – 29, 2020  

Fridays & Saturdays 7:30 pm  

Sundays 2:00 pm 

Jesus Christ Superstar 

Lyrics by Tim Rice                                

Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber        

Directed by Matt Moore 

Sponsored by Brookside Neighbors        

May 1 – 17, 2020 

Fridays & Saturdays 7:30 pm  

Sundays 2:00 pm 

fctstage.org/tickets  

 

 

 

 

 

Prince William Little Theatre 

March 13 -22, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Tickets can be purchased in person 

Hylton Center Box Office  

(Tuesday through Saturday, 10:00 AM to 6:00 

PM, Thursdays, 10:00 AM to 8:00 PM) 

*Summer Hours (June - August)  Tuesday - 

Saturday, 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

Tickets may be available night of show. 


