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Prez Sez 

The Board has approved my offer to 

direct the Spring Play:  

OLD TIME RADIO! 

We plan to do five radio shows and 

will be auditioning in early January.  

Tentative play dates are March 31, 

April 1 and 2.  No memorization 

required!!!  We will do a read-through 

of one play, “The Lone Ranger,” at the 

Nov. 21 meeting.   

 

 

 



FALL PRODUCTIONS 

Two Comedies Tickle the Funny Bone 

Bill Harrison and Ina Mayer once again 

succeeded in producing a grand evening of 

fun and laughter with their production of 

two one act comedies: I’m Herbert by 

Robert Anderson and Lost in Cyberspace by 

Cal Rosenberg.  Great attendance attested to 

the popularity of the comedies.  In I’m 

Herbert John Johnson and Ginny McCardle 

played two senior citizens trying to recall 

past lovers and others while in Lost in 

Cyberspace Walt Meyer and Kathy Carrico 

played seniors negotiating the intricacies of 

a TV remote (with the help of Gene 

Schmiel).  The production was enhanced 

with the beautiful set created by Rebecca 

Johnson. The LSTV crew (John Bisaga, 

Mike Ennis, Tony Gatto, George Parker, and 

Ron Scanlon) did their usual excellent job 

coordinating lights and sound.   Makeup was 

ably handled by Val Bowman,  Donna 

Scanlon and Joan Turner. Nancy Mahevich 

and Jan Rathbun attached the cast’s mikes. 

Denny Cumber handled ticket sales and was 

assisted by greeters Mary Anne Bosco, 

Sharon Ferguson, Sandy Thompson, Sandy 

Mills, Joyce Mancini, Tina Mullins, Ginsy 

Shumate, Pat Dews, Treva Whyte, Emily 

Russell, Linda Meyer, and Faye Green. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Mary Jane Fink spent untold hours as 

rehearsal prompter; she and Bob Bowman 

and Kathryn Schmiel also served as readers. 

Many more members contributed time and 

energy to make our Fall Production the 

success we have grown to love.  We also 

wish to thank our loyal Heritage Hunt 

friends and neighbors who have supported 

our love of theater for nearly 17 years! 

 

 

 

 

 



OCTOBER MEETING BIDS 

FAREWLL TO INA MAYER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our monthly meeting was both 

fun and sad as we snacked on 

cookies and cider, played horror 

movie charades, and bid 

farewell to long time member 

Ina Mayer who has moved to 

Fairfax. Ina has assured us that 

she will be back for our plays 

and events so we don’t feel that 

we are losing her permanently.  

Ina was a very active member of 

HHLT acting in ten plays and 

directing (or co-directing) six.  

She also served as vice 

president.  We will miss her 

energy, ideas, and help in all 

aspects of our club.   

HHLT Holiday Party 

Wednesday, December 11 

5 pm to 8 pm 

At the Schmiel’s 

6940 Sunday Silence Ct 

 

 

 

 

 

 Everyone is invited to the 
annual HHLT Holiday party to 
be held at Gene and Kathryn 
Schmiel’s.  The club will supply 
entrees and beverages.  Please 
bring a plate of appetizers and/ 
or snacks to share.  We will once 
again be collecting canned food 
for the Haymarket Food Bank.  
We are looking forward to seeing 
everyone to celebrate the 
Holiday Season.  Please RSVP 
Kathryn (geneofva@gmail.com) 
or Andy (amays53@aol.com). 
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BRISCULA, the 

Magician 

Music by Frances 

Pollock and libretto by 

Bob Misbin 

Bob Misbin, member of HHLT and 

Allegro, has written the libretto for 

Briscula the Magician, a new two act 

opera being performed March 7, 8, 14, 

and 15, 2020, at Randolph Road 

Theatre in Silver Spring, Maryland.  

The opera is inspired by Thomas 

Mann’s work Mario and the Magician. 

Watch Play Time for further details. 
 

Bel Cantanti Opera - Katerina Souvorova, director 
March 7,8,14,15, 2020 at Randolph Road Theatre, Silver 

Spring MD 

 

 

Plot Summary 

The setting is Bibione Spiaggia, a sea side town east 

of Venice, during the Ferragosto celebration in 

summer of 1929. 

The action centers around a small hotel  run by 

Soffronia and Michele Veronesi. Guests at the hotel 

include an Austrian family, headed by Edward 

Buchleiter. Edward is deeply troubled by displays 

of Italian nationalism in the town. The Austrian 

family is planning to cut their trip short but Michele 

persuades them to stay to see the famous magician, 

Briscula, who is coming to town that evening. 

Michele is deeply resentful of the fascist state that 

Italy was becoming under Mussolini. Michele had 

been  injured in World War 1 while fighting the 

Austrians at the battle of Asiago, about one hundred 

miles northwest of town. But he bears no ill will 

toward his Austrian visitors. To the contrary, 

Michele recognizes that Edward shares his hope for 

a reconciled Europe, how things had been before 

the war when “people dressed up to go to the 

theatre”. Briscula’s performance would appear to 

offer an entertaining diversion that everyone could 

enjoy. As it turns out, Briscula is a fascist who 

targets individuals in the audience for mockery and 

humiliation. His final victim is Claudio, a sensitive 

young man who had been working as a waiter at the 

hotel. Claudio loves the flirtatious Silvestra but she 

rejects him in favor of the more overtly masculine 

Giovanni. Briscula mocks Claudio’s love for 

Silvestra, suggesting to his audience that Claudio is 

much too sensitive a boy for a woman like Silvestra. 

Humiliated in front of everyone, Claudio attacks 

Briscula, but Briscula is defended by a group of 

Mussolini supporters in the audience. Personal 

humiliation soon turns into political confrontation. 

 

The libretto to Briscula, by Robert Misbin, is 

available from AMAZON as a Kindle ebo. 

 

 

 HAPPY THANKSGIVING!! 
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New Nominations for the 

HHLT Board 

 November is the month 

for HHLT’s annual election of 

Board members.  This year 

there are two vacancies for the 

2020 board.  The seven 

members do not run for an 

office, but for a seat on the 

Board.  The Board meets in 

December (both the old 

members and the new ones) 

and the offices are selected at 

that time by mutual agreement.  

The Board meets once a month 

11 months of the year and is 

essential for the continuing 

success of our club.  Please 

don’t hesitate to offer yourself 

as a nominee.  Nominations 

from the floor will be gladly 

accepted at the November 21 

meeting.—6 PM! 
 

 

HERITAGE HUNT LITTLE THEATER 

General Meeting 

Tuesday, October 22, 2019 

President Gene Schmiel called the meeting to order at 7 

pm at the Marsh Mansion.  Twenty-seven members 

were present. 

President’s Report:  Gene opened the meeting by 

congratulating Bill Harrison and Ina Mayer on their 

successful Fall production.  It was well attended and 

enjoyed by all.  He reported that the yearly club charter 

application had been submitted.  He said that dates for 

the Spring production were March 31, April 1 and 2.  He 

requested the monthly meeting hours be changed to 5 

pm to 8 pm to allow earlier meeting time in the event of 

a conflict with the concert series. 

Vice-President’s Report:  Ginny was absent, but Gene 

reported in her place.  There are two board vacancies 

coming up and to date Ginny has received two 

nominations.  More nominations may be made until the 

November General Meeting when the election will be 

held.  Ginny is accepting applications for the spring play. 

Secretary’s Report:  There were no minutes as the 

September meeting was the annual picnic. 

Treasurer’s Report: The balance on September 30 was 

$5596.14. 

Membership Report: Sandy Grillo and Paul White were 

in attendance and are considering joining HHLT. 

Activities Report:  Andy Mays was absent, but Kathryn 

Schmiel reported in her place.  The picnic was very 

successful, and we are grateful to Andy for hosting the 

annual event.  The Holiday party will be held on 

December 11.  Previously planned for the Marsh 

Mansion the location has changed due to the price of 

wine charged by Up to Par ($7 a glass).  The party will 

be held at the Schmiel’s. Sally Peterson suggested a 

Sing-Along as an activity.  Andrea Silverman has 

suggested a poetry reading /discussion group.  All ideas 

will be considered in forming next year’s programs.  

After tonight’s meeting Ghostly Charades (charades 

with horror movies) will be played. 



Member-At-Large Report: Marian said that the 

Scholarship search will begin next year.  She asked for 

ideas from the membership.  

Communications Report:  Kathryn said that a meeting of 

Performing Arts representatives will be held next month 

to allot space in the 2020 Horn. 

Old Business: No report. 

New Business: Gene presented Ina with a card from 

HHLT as she is moving this month.  He reviewed her 

many roles and accomplishments in her ten plus years 

in HHLT: Officer and Board member, director, actor, and 

leader of TTT.  She will be missed and we wish her the 

best of everything in her new home.  Ina promised to 

return for many events.    

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 

Respectfully submitted, Kathryn Schmiel (substitute 

secretary) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


