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Dates to Remember 

October 17 (7:30); 18 (2 and 7:30); 19 

7:30)--FALL PRODUCTION OF              

“LOVE LETTERS” 

Sunday, October 22—Off-Site Excursion 

to FCT’s production 1776 at 2 pm and 

meeting for dinner afterward at 

Bertucci’s  

Saturday, October 28—One Act Play 

Group, 10 am at Schmiel’s 

Thursday, November 9— Next General 

Meeting at 7:00 pm in Mountain View 

Room.  Note the change of our usual 

meeting day!  Elections and One Act Play 

presentation 

Saturday, December 9--Holiday Party at 

Gene/Kathryn Schmiel’s, 6:30 to 9:30 pm 

(NO GENERAL MEETING IN OCTOBER!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prez Sez  

What an exciting month for HHLT – four 

performaces of Love Letters with four 

different casts.  And one of those will be a 

matinee which we haven’t tried before.  

Please encourage everyone you know to attend one of 

the performances.  What a deal; live theater for $10.  

Plus our awesome picnic.  Enjoy all that HHLT has to 

offer.    
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           Director’s Note:  It’s almost Showtime, and 

all of us in the casts and crew are looking forward to 

seeing all of you HHLT members, friends, neighbors, and 

lots of others at our performances next week.  Four 

shows, four sets of actors, four opportunities for 

Heritage Hunt to see and hear the talented people of 

HHLT.  It has been a great pleasure to work with so 

many talented people in the casts and crew to prepare 

this play.  That, coupled with our love for the theater, is 

what makes HHLT a great organization.  On with the 

show!  Gene Schmiel 

   

       

 Do you know of any HHLT 

member who could use some 

cheering up?  Please notify 

Joan Turner, Secretary, 

actoncoop@gmail.com. 

 

 

The HHLT Holiday Get-

together will take place on Saturday, 

December 9th, from 630pm- 930pm, at 

Kathryn & Gene's home.  The evening will start, 

as it did last year, with champagne and shrimp 

cocktail and lots of conversation and 

laughter.  Mark your calendar! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

One Act Play Group 

The One Act Play group met on Sunday, 

October 1.  We are all enjoying our rendition 

of “Sorry, Wrong Number,” a popular radio 

play by Lucille Fletcher. You can learn more 

about the playwright here in Play Time. Our 

next meeting will be on Saturday,October 28, 

at Kathryn Schmiel’s, 6940 Sunday Silence 

Ct. at 10:00 am. We will be performing the 

play after the general meeting on November 

9. Please note the change of date. We plan 

to start a new play after the first of the 

year and welcome any suggestions.  Email 

Kathy Carrico (kcarrico327@gmail.com) if you 

are interested.       

      

Off-Site Excursion 

On Sunday, October 22nd, 

we’re off for another HHLT 

Off-Site Excursion at 

Fauquier Community 

Theatre.  To participate, all 

you need to do is buy your tickets for the 2pm, 

October 22nd matinee performance of 1776 (our 

own Gene Schmiel has a role!).  You may buy 

tickets on-line at www.fctstage.org  or by phone 

(call 540-349-8760 and leave a message).  As an 

added feature, an optional dinner is planned, 

following the performance.  If you decide to attend 

the dinner, an RSVP will be required at a later date. 
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Pot Luck Picnic 

The 2nd Annual Perfect 

Pot Luck Picnic; No Ants 

Invited took place on Saturday, October 7th, 

at Georgiana & Nick’s home.  What a 

beautiful day filled with delicious food, 

fellowship, and good fun.  Many thanks to 

everyone who participated and pulled it all 

together and especially to Georgiana and 

Nick for their fabulous hospitality!   

 

HHLT BOARD ELECTIONS 

HHLT annual board 

elections will be held on 

Thursday, November 9.  

There are three board 

vacancies. Nominees thus 

far are Marian Posdamer 

and Joyce Mancini. Please contact Bob 

Bowman, Vice President, if you would be 

willing to run. Nominations can also be 

accepted from the floor.  Just be sure to 

check with the nominee before nominating 

him or her. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

    

              NEWS OF TTT 

HHLT’s Traveling Theatrical Troupe has 

been busy spreading cheer in care 

facilities in and around Gainesville this 

fall with their Fall Follies. They presented 

their program at Tribute last month and 

will be at Caton Merchant House later 

this month. They will be participating in 

the Heritage Holiday Show in December. 

                 BRAIN TEASER 

Last month’s Brain teaser brought a number of 

correct answers, but all different! Many artists 

recorded and performed “September Song” which 

was written by Kurt Weill and Maxwell Anderson in 

1938 for the musical “Knickerbocker Holiday.” 

Hopefully this month’s bit of trivia will be clearer.  

In keeping with the Halloween theme of the month 

we are featuring costumes.  Please identify these 

actors and the movies in which they wore these 

glorious hats.  Email Kathryn at 

geneofva@gmail.com with your answers.   
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Lucille Fletcher: Playwright, Novelist, 

Screenwriter  

Miss Fletcher was best known for ''Sorry, Wrong 

Number,'' a 22-minute thriller first broadcast on 

May 25, 1943.The 

drama, starring Agnes 

Moorehead in a virtual 

monologue with sound 

effects, proved so 

popular that it was 

broadcast nationally 

seven times from 1943 

to 1948 and was 

ultimately translated 

into 15 languages, including Zulu. 

In 1948 Miss Fletcher adapted it for a film that 

starred Barbara Stanwyck, whose performance 

earned an Academy Award nomination. ''Sorry, 

Wrong Number'' also won an Edgar from the 

Mystery Writers of America, inspired two operas 

and was remade for cable television in 1989 with 

Loni Anderson. 

Miss Fletcher once described ''Sorry, Wrong 

Number'' as an experiment in radio sound effects. ''I 

grew up in an era when the radio was a wonderful 

medium for the imagination,'' she said. ''You could 

get any effect you wanted with sounds.'' 

Her daughter Dorothy Herrmann said Miss Fletcher 

got the idea for the drama after an obnoxious well-

dressed woman refused to permit her to go ahead on 

a supermarket checkout line on Manhattan's East 

Side when Miss Fletcher was buying some milk or 

cereal for one of her children, who was sick. 

''No, you cannot,'' the woman said. ''How dare you?'' 

The drama, Ms. Herrmann said, was Miss Fletcher's 

act of revenge. 

Miss Fletcher's more than 20 radio plays also 

included ''Hitchhiker,'' an eerie drama about a man 

who keeps seeing the same hitchhiker as he drives 

to California. Orson Welles starred as the driver, 

and the haunting score was written by Bernard 

Herrmann, Miss Fletcher's first husband, best 

known for his score for Alfred Hitchcock's 

''Psycho.'' 

In the late 1950's Miss Fletcher began writing 

novels. ''Blindfold,'' in which a psychoanalyst is 

virtually kidnapped by the government to treat a 

nuclear physicist in such secrecy that he is not 

allowed to see his patient or hear any identifiable 

details of his life, was made into a 1966 film that 

starred Rock Hudson and Claudia Cardinale. 

Among Miss Fletcher's other novels were ''And 

Presumed Dead,'' ''The Strange Blue Yawl,'' ''The 

Girl in Cabin B54'' and ''Eighty Dollars to 

Stamford.'' 

Miss Fletcher, who was born in Brooklyn in 1912, 

wanted to be a writer from childhood. In 1933 she 

graduated from Vassar College, where she was a 

fierce, friendly competitor for literary prizes with 

her classmate Mary McCarthy. 

Employed by CBS in the depths of the Depression, 

she was a typist, music librarian and publicity 

writer. While typing radio plays, she decided she 

could master the form. 

In 1939 she married Mr. Herrmann. His biographer, 

Steven C. Smith, said that the idea for ''Hitchhiker'' 

came to her when the couple were traveling in their 

1940 Packard convertible to Hollywood and Miss 

Fletcher spotted an odd-looking man on the 

Brooklyn Bridge and again on the Pulaski Skyway 

in New Jersey. A year later, she said, ''I conceived 

of doing it as a ghost story.'' 

In 1988 William Morrow published Miss Fletcher's 

last novel, ''Mirror Image,'' a tale of terror and 

illusion. 

In an interview with The Washington Post, Miss 

Fletcher once said: ''Writing suspense stories is like 

working on a puzzle. You bury the secret, lead the 

reader down the path, put in false leads and 

throughout the story remain completely logical. 

Each word must have meaning and be written in a 

fine literary style. Mysteries are a challenge, a 

double task for the writer, for the reader is aching to 

solve the puzzle before you do.'' 

NY Times Sept. 6, 2000 

  

 



 

 

Fall 

Picnic 

At The Ide’s 

                  

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

    

 


