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Birthday Bash, Thursday, 

January 19, Mountain View 

Room, 7:00 pm.  Celebrate 

HHLT’s 14th birthday! 

                                  

 

Our Prez Sez 

 

Happy New Year and get 

ready for an exciting 2017 

in the HHLT world.  We 

will be starting off with a 

great birthday party this month.  

Your new board has met and 

everyone is committed to making 

the HHLT experience a great one.   
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But one note; it isn’t just about the 
board.  We need your input, your 
comments, your ideas and your 
participation in making our 
productions successful and your 
volunteering for committees.  The 
more of us that get involved, the 
greater the experience for all. 

 
Bill Harrison 

 

http://www.hhlittletheater.net/


 
 “The Dixie Swim Club” 

Needs Your Help! 
 

 Work on the 
HHLT spring 
production is 
well underway. 
Our intrepid 
directors and 
talented cast 
have met for 
their first read 
through, and the 

production team has also met to iron out all 
the nitty-gritty of  staging  the play. We are 
all looking forward to getting acquainted 
with the five close friends who share their 
joys and sorrows with each other at their 
annual beach weekends.   
 To make the production as real as 
possible, the stage and props team (Jane 
Becker, Marilyn Armon, and Kathryn 
Schmiel) are on the lookout for some items 
needed by the cast.  In particular we are 
asking the HHLT membership to check your 
attics and basements (and liquor cabinets!) 
for some special items: 
  
 Liquor bottles (plastic and vodka if 
 possible) 
  Portable bar (suitcase-like carrier 
 for liquor bottles and accessories) 
 Pair of crutches 
 Neck brace 
 Day planner (scheduler) 
 
Please contact Jane, Marilyn, or Kathryn if 
you can help.  Thanks!  

 
  

 

    

 

 

 

                                                                               

14th Birthday Party:  

Looking for Fun? 

     In addition to eating cake and 

socializing, HHLT members will be 

following a long tradition and will 

entertain one another for our annual 

birthday party January 19.  We are 

looking forward to a wonderful 

program, a showcase for all our  

talents.  Please RSVP to Georgiana 

to record your attendance.   

 

2017 HHLT BOARD  
 
President-- Bill Harrison 
Vice President-- Bob Bowman 
Secretary-- Joan Turner 
Treasurer-- Kathy Carrico 
Activity Chair-- Val Bowman 
Membership Chair-- Gene Schmiel 
Member at Large-- Ina Mayer 
Communications Chair-- Kathryn Schmiel   
In addition to being Treasurer, Kathy also 
maintains our website hhlittletheater.org. . 



 

 

Brain Teaser 

Last month’s Brain Teaser followed 

the holiday season asking you to 

identify Edward Gwenn and Natalie 

Wood as the stars in the picture 

from “Miracle on 34th Street.  It was 

won by Val Bowman.  This month’s 

question involves a movie in which 

a birthday party played a prominent 

role.  Can you name the movie and 

its stars?  Send your answer to 

Kathryn at geneofva@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 DUES ARE DUE 

Your 2017 HHLT dues are due.  

Please bring your $10 to the 

January meeting.  Remember if 

you have been in Little Theater 

for twelve years or more, you 

are a member “emeritus” and 

are exempt! See you at the 

birthday party. 

 

HHLT Logo 

It has been suggested that Little Theater 

design a logo for use on our notices that 

appear in the Horn and elsewhere.  

We’d welcome any ideas or designs that 

incorporate our 

name as well 

as a theatrical 

symbol.  It 

would be nice 

to have a 

consistent sign 

that people 

could identify with HHLT every month.  

Thanks. Just email your design or idea 

to me at geneofva@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:geneofva@gmail.com


Three Days/ Three Plays 

For the fifteenth January in a row, Gene and 

I travelled to NYC via Vamoose bus for a 

three day binge of plays and museums.  

Despite the cold weather, we were not 

disappointed.    

We saw “The Humans,” a drama-comedy by 

Stephen Karam, at the Gerald Schoenfeld 

Theatre. An outwardly normal family deals 

with serious issues of aging, infidelity, 

unemployment, love, and loss as they gather 

for Thanksgiving at the nearly empty New 

York apartment of the younger daughter.  

Despite the serious topics, laughter was 

frequent and hearty especially over the  

difficulties of life in a NYC basement 

apartment.  

The next day we went to the Stephen 

Sondheim Theatre to see “Beautiful,” the 

well-known and popular musical story of the 

life of Carole King.  It was wonderful, full of 

Carole King’s pop songs, as well as a 

poignant look at her life.  It was a nostalgic 

visit to the 60s, 70s, and 80s rock era. The 

audience could hardly stay in their seats! 

The third day we took an even farther trip 

down memory lane when we went to 

Roundabout Theatre to see “Holiday Inn, the 

New Irving Berlin Musical.” Based on the 

movie of the same name, the musical includes 

Berlin songs from “Easter Parade” to ”White 

Christmas” and every holiday in between.   

We also managed to visit the Metropolitan 

Museum, Guggenheim Museum, and Lincoln 

Center, where we enjoyed an exhibit on the 

history of Broadway and the West End.  All 

in all, another wonderful trip to the Big 

Apple. 

Have you seen a play recently, local or 

elsewhere? Play Time would welcome a 

review/impressions and descriptions of your 

experience! 

 

A two level set in “The Humans” 

Carole King, Gerry Goffin, Barry Mann, and 

Cynthia Weil in “Beautiful”  

Putting on a show to save the inn in “Holiday 

Inn” 

 

 

 

 



In honor of HHLT’s birthday, I 

have reprinted the history of our 

club from the website 

hhlittletheater.org 

History 

On January 23, 2003–a snowy Thursday 

evening–Bets Knepley organized the first 

HHLT meeting with 41 brave residents 

attending. Twenty-eight agreed to join. The 

bylaws, mission, board of directors, 

committees and play were chosen at this 

first meeting. So things were off to an 

enthusiastic start! Officers elected were: 

President, Bets Knepley; Vice President, 

John Gatt; Secretary, Pat Boggs; and 

Treasurer, Clare Keating. The play selected 

was a large cast musical comedy, Don’t Say 

No to the USO. 

Charter members were: Ed and Grace Baier; 

Jane Becker; Pat Boggs; Sal Buscema; 

Connie Chaszar; Gayle Chisholm; Richard 

Dahl; Joan DeBell; Claudia and Obie 

Dugan; Aileen Drennan; Ed Dufrane; Frank 

and Peggy Elim; Helen Esposito; John Gatt; 

Thelma Hample; Nan Hepp; Natalie June; 

Clare Keating; LLoyd King; Bets and Ed 

Knepley; Bob and Lynn Levvis; Connie 

Lloyd; Marie Louden; Arlene Maroney; 

Dave and Jean Milbradt; Sandy Mills; Dick 

and Helen Myhre; Kathy Newell; Marie and 

Ron Phillips; Ellie and Bob Rewald; Nanette 

Ross; Cathy Schlupt; Joanne Smith; Steve 

Smith; Yvonne Stathis; Tom Sutton; Midge 

Teahan; Ana Van de Meulebroecke; Sue 

Wright and Julia Yablonski. 

From those 28 members in 2003, annual 

membership is averaging 50-60 over the 

years. 

The first issue of our newsletter was 

published in April 2003 and continues. 

In June 2003, a Readers Theater was added 

as the Educational Arm of HHLT. It met 

twice a month. In May 2005, the Readers 

Theater became The Workshop, which met 

monthly. Bets Knepley coordinated both. 

The Workshop was abandoned in 2009 

when member interest waned. 

In November 2004, a website was created 

for HHLT by webmaster Ed Knepley, 

followed by webmasters Rick Sullivan and 

Bets Knepley. 

In July 2006 the Traveling Theater Troupe 

(TTT) was organized by Ina Mayer. Using 

skits and music, small groups travel to 

nursing homes and senior citizen 

organizations–bringing entertainment and 

laughter to the audiences. 

In June 2007, Flick Fest, with the movie, 

Rainman, began at Joyce Mancini’s home. It 

later became Classic Movie Night. 

HHLT is and always has been a very social 

organizations. Our events have included Pot-

Luck picnics, Halloween parties, Christmas 

caroling, enjoying plays as a group, 

followed by fine dining out. 

*  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Since this was written HHLT has produced 

at least 16 more plays which have been 

enjoyed by thousands of residents, family 

members, and friends.  We are one of the 

oldest resident-run organizations in the 

community. 

 

 


