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General meeting! Thursday, 

February 16, Mountain View 

Room, 7:00 pm.  News of the 

Play! Guess the Mystery Couples! 

 

Coming up in March—Special 

speaker at the March 16 General 

Meeting.  Hear an accent and 

dialect coach explain the use of 

accent techniques in drama to 

increase authenticity and 

improve performance.                                      

Our Prez Sez 

Wow!  Thanks to everyone who 

created such a wonderful 

experience for our HHLT birthday 

party last month.  Great job one and 

all.  And thanks to everyone who participated 

and provided such excellent entertainment.  

What a terrific start to a new year for HHLT.   

The Board is committed to keep that experience 

fun with lots of opportunities for everyone to 

participate.  

Bill Harrison, President 
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 Above is the official logo of The 
Dixie Swim Club: five women who meet for 
a weekend in the sun every summer as they 
catch up on their lives and loves.  
Rehearsals are going swimmingly as our 
talented cast learn and grow into the 
personalities of their characters.   
 Of course a play is much more than 
the directors and cast, and Little Theater is 
once more very fortunate to have an 
experienced and talented production crew 
working behind the scenes.  
 Besides Tina Mullins and Betty 
Hitchcock as Co-Directors and Marlene 
Griffenhagen as Producer, there is a full 
complement of HHLT members backstage 
and in the wings doing all the other jobs 
needed for a successful production.   
 Jane Becker and Kathryn Schmiel 
are Stage Managers.  Walt Meyer is 
creating our poster and publicity. Ted Day is 
designing the set and doing construction 
with his group of loyal helpers. Kathy 
Carrico and Marilyn Armon are working on 
costumes (Marilyn is also a coach and 
helping with props). Dot Schuetze is the 
main understudy and coach.  Mary Ann 
Bosco is in charge of tickets with JoAnn 
Classen as assistant.  Apologies to anyone 
who has been omitted.  More volunteers will 
be welcome as greeters and ticket takers. 
Dates of production are May 2, 3, and 4.  

   

Many thanks to Andrea Silverman and 

Art Moscatello for their ideas for an HHLT 

logo.  We are still welcoming your 

suggestions.  Send your ideas to Kathryn at 

geneofva@gmail.com 

                                                                    

2017 HHLT BOARD  
 
President-- Bill Harrison 
Vice President-- Bob Bowman 
Secretary-- Joan Turner 
Treasurer-- Kathy Carrico 
Activity Chair-- Val Bowman 
Membership Chair-- Gene Schmiel 
Member at Large-- Ina Mayer 
Communications Chair-- Kathryn Schmiel   
In addition to being Treasurer, Kathy also 
maintains our website hhlittletheater.org. . 

  

2017 Dues 

Your 2017 HHLT dues are due.  If you 

haven’t already paid, please bring your 

$10 to the February meeting.  

Remember if you have 

been in Little Theater 

for twelve years or more, 

you are a “lifetime” 

member and are exempt! See you at 

the meeting. 

 

 

Looking for a way to participate in 

Little Theater that requires no 

memorization?  Three committees are 

looking for new members: membership, 

activities, and play-reading.  Hear 

more about these at the meeting or 

email Kathryn if you’re interested. 



Playwright of the Month: 

 

August Wilson 

 Starting this month we will 

feature a well-known playwright 

each month with a short biography 

and links to his or her plays.  In 

recognition of Black History Month 

the first playwright is August 

Wilson whose works have won two 

Pulitzers, a Tony, New York Drama 

Critics Award, and posthumous 

Oscar nominations.  

 Wilson was born to an 

African-American mother and 

German immigrant father in 1945 in 

Pittsburgh.   After his parents’ 

separation he was raised by his 

mother in poor and predominantly 

black neighborhoods in Pittsburgh. 

Despite his poverty he was reading 

by age four.  By twelve he was 

going to the library regularly and 

reading major African-American 

writers such as Ralph Ellison, 

Richard Wright, and Langston 

Hughes.   He attended high school 

for two years, but dropped out.  His 

ambition was to be a writer, but by 

17 he had been a porter, cook, 

gardener, and dishwasher.  He 

began to write notes and 

observations of people as he sat in 

bars and cafes, often on paper 

napkins.  At 20 he bought a used 

typewriter for $10 and began to 

transcribe his notes.  Some of his 

earliest works were performed in 

Pittsburgh neighborhood 

playhouses for 50 cent tickets.   

 Wilson moved to St. Paul MN 

where he worked writing scripts for 

science and technical films.  More 

of his plays were produced there 

and later in Seattle where he 

worked at the Seattle Repertory 

Theatre.  

 Wilson wrote a 10-play cycle 

of plays dealing with the life of 

African-Americans over a period of 

100 years, with each play 

representing a decade. Several of 

his works have been produced at 

Arena Stage, and one of the best 

known, Fences, has received the 

Oscar nominations for Best Actor 

and Best Picture for 2016. 

 Wilson died in 2005. 

Here is a link to a You Tube 

excerpt from Fences on Broadway, 

in which Denzel Washington 

appeared: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

jE2dDmMGfa4&t=205s 



        Brain Teaser 

Last month’s birthday Brain Teaser was 

won by Joan Turner who identified the 

movie “Sixteen Candles” with Molly 

Ringwald and Mathew Schoeffling.  This 

month please identify the iconic film 

pictured above and the renowned writer 

who wrote the play on which it was 

based. Email your answer to Kathryn at 

geneofva@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

      Great Local Theater 

 Fauquier Community Theatre 

presents Twelve Angry Men with HHLT 

member Gene Schmiel playing Juror Number 

Nine on March 17 through April 2 with 

matinees on March 19, March 26, and April 

2. 

    Prince William Little Theatre 

presents Vanya, Sonia, Masha, and Spike 

with HHLT member Tina Mullins as 

Cassandra March 17 to 26.  Check 

websites for more information for both 

productions.     

 



 

Heritage Hunt Little Theater 

General Meeting 

January 19, 2017 

 

 

 President Bill Harrison called the meeting to 

order at 7:00 PM.  36 members and guests were 

present.  New member Rob Brock and 

prospective member Mark Silverman were 

introduced and John Gatt welcomed as a 

returning member.    

 Vice-Presidents Report:  "The Dixie Chick's 

Swim Club" will begin rehearsals on January 

31st.  HHLT is looking for proposals for the Fall 

Play.             

Secretary's Report:  Minutes were accepted as 

read.        

Treasurer's Report:  The balance at the end of 

December 2016 was $10,245.42. 

Membership:  New member Andrea Silverman 

was introduced.  She is cast in the spring play. 

Activities:  Valerie announced that the results 

of the survey taken last year were very positive. 

Communications:  Kathryn announced the 

winner of the December Brain Teaser was 

Valerie Bowman and the January winner was 

Joan Turner.  

 At -Large:  Ina reported that TTT had 2 

performances scheduled--one in January and 

one in February. 

 We will be doing one program a month. 

 New Business:  Gene Schmiel asked members 

to support him in the play "Twelve angry Men" 

produced at Fauquier Community Theater in 

March.  Joyce Mancini reported that Ellie 

Rewald is working on a Variety Show on 

October 23rd and 24th and auditions will be 

held in the Fall. 

The business meeting was followed by birthday 

cake and entertainment provided by HHLT 

members. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Ina Mayer, Acting Secretary. 

 

 

 

 


