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                                   Prez Sez 

        We’re celebrating our new year in HHLT with our 13th 

Birthday Bash in the Mountain View Room at 7:00 PM on 

Thursday, January 21st.   We’ll start with a brief general 

meeting and then we’ll have our program, with fun for all 

topped off, of course, with birthday cake. 

        Work on “Boeing Boeing,” our Spring play, is underway.  

Auditions will be held on January 20th at 7 PM in the Board 

room and on January 25th at 7 PM in the Craft room. Come on 

in and show us what you’ve got! 

See you at our party. 

                                                                   Denny 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

                                                       
 

Boeing Boeing Takes Off 
By Walt Meyer and Betty Hitchcock 

 
We are pleased to be co-directing HHLT’s spring play, Boeing Boeing, by Marc 
Camoletti (translated by Beverly Cross and Francis Evans).  Set in the 1960s, it is 
a comedy about Bernard, an architect living in Paris who has three fiancées, all 
of  whom are airline flight attendants, flying for different airlines, on different 
routes, and on different schedules.  The only thing they have in common, besides 
Bernard, is that they all fly through and have layovers in Paris. 
 
He keeps meticulous schedules to ensure that one leaves before the next one 
arrives.  If  two are going to be in Paris at the same time, he takes one to the 
countryside. With the assistance of  Berthe, his maid, this all works fine.  So, what 
could possibly go wrong? 



 
One day, unexpected schedule changes bring all three and Bernard’s old school 
friend, Robert, to Paris and Bernard's apartment, at the same time.  The frenetic 
juggling act begins. 
 
There are juicy parts for anyone interested: 
 

 Bernard, the man with three fiancées and no intentions to marry any of 
them 

 Robert, Bernard’s not so worldly old school friend who shows up 
unexpectedly 

 Berthe, Bernard’s sarcastic maid 

 Gloria, Bernard’s American fiancée, who works for TWA and who was 
scheduled to fly out after breakfast 

 Gabriella, Bernard’s Italian who works for Alitalia and who was supposed 
to be in Paris just for lunch 

 Gretchen, Bernard’s German who works for Lufthansa and who was 
supposed to be in that evening 

 
Auditions are scheduled for January 20 in the Board Room, and January 25 in 
the Craft Room.  Scripts were given out at the previews, but there are some still 
left. For a script or to schedule an audition, contact Walt (1132, 
waltmeyer@aol.com) or Betty (1240, bettyhitchcock@comcast.net). 
 
The producer is Marlene Griffenhagen.  Jane Becker and Sandy Thompson are 
the stage managers.  Ted Day is the set designer. 
 
The play dates are April 19-21. 

 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Review of  “A Wilder Christmas” 
By Gene Schmiel 

 
 
    “A Wilder Christmas” was the title of  a program of  two one-act plays by 
Thornton Wilder which we saw in New York earlier this month.   The plays, “The 
Long Christmas Dinner” and “Pullman Car Hiawatha,” were performed at the 
Theatre at St. Clement’s by the Peccadillo Theater Company. St. Clement’s 
Episcopal Church began a ministry to the theatre arts in 1962, and in 1989 
converted its sanctuary into a 160-seat Off-Broadway theatre.  Well-known 
actors such as Al Pacino, Nathan Lane, Dustin Hoffman, and Faye Dunaway have 
performed there 

mailto:waltmeyer@aol.com
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Both of  the one-act plays were from Wilder’s early writing, but both 
contain a favorite Wilder technique, the use of  a narrator as seen most famously 
in the role of  the Stage Manager which Wilder used in  “Our Town.”   

“The Long Christmas Dinner” traverses 90 years in the life of  an American 
family as generations celebrate the holiday around their dining room table.  The 
family members (with actors playing multiple roles) move from infancy through 
adulthood to old age as they experience births, deaths, wars, disasters, and joys. 
We hear and see the patterns of  behavior, mannerisms, and sayings, often 
repeated by successive generations as they come to and go from the table.  It is 
a poignant play, sometimes sad, sometimes funny, always thoughtful. 

“Pullman Car Hiawatha” starts off  well, as we meet eight passengers on a 
night train adapting to their tight quarters and expressing a wide variety of  
thoughts and opinions.   But the dialogue, which is both witty and biting, then 
becomes lost in a haze of  philosophical and theological musings.  The train’s 
porter is transformed into an angel and assists one of  the passenger (who has 
died) up a staircase to heaven.  We found ourselves confused rather than 
enlightened. 

Both plays used minimal staging. “The Long Christmas Dinner,”       
coupled with another one-act play (Wilder wrote many), could be a possibility for 
a future HHLT production. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *                              

                                        

                                                
Brain Teaser 

Since this is an election year, this month’s Brain Teaser asks you to match 

the quotes below to the movies with political themes where they 

appeared.  Movie titles appear at the end.  Send your matches to 

Kathryn (geneofva@gmail.com). 
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1. “If it wasn’t for graft, you’d get a very low type of people in 

politics, men without ambition, jellyfish!” 

2.  “Son, this is a Washington, D.C. kind of lie.  It’s when the other 

person knows you’re lying, and also knows you know he knows.” 

3. “You think I’m licked.  You all think I’m licked.  Well, I’m not licked.  

And I’m going to stay right here and fight for this lost cause.  Even 

if the room gets filled with lies like these. . .” 

4. “You guys are about to write a story that says the former 

Attorney-General, the highest ranking law enforcement officer in 

the country, is a crook!  Just be sure you’re right.”  

5. “They fooled you 1000 times, just like they fooled me. But this 

time, I’ll fool somebody. I’ll stay in the race.  I’m on my own and 

out for blood.” 

The movie titles are:  

a. “All the President’s Men”    

b. “All the King’s Men” 

   c.    “Advise and Consent”    

   d.   “The Great McGinty” 

   e.   “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington”  

                

Last month’s Brain Teaser must have come at a very busy time with the 

holidays, shopping, parties etc.  NO ONE identified the Christmas-y movie 

themes!  So here are the answers. 

 

1. Employees of a gift shop can barely stand each other.  They don’t 

realize that they are falling in love through the mail as anonymous pen 

pals.  “The Shop Around the Corner” 

2. At an inn that is only open on holidays, a singer and a dancer vie for 

the love of a beautiful up-and-coming performer. “Holiday Inn” 



3. A soldier suffering from combat fatigue meets a young woman on 

Christmas furlough from prison.  Their mutual loneliness blossoms into 

romance.  “I’ll Be Seeing You” 

4. A successful song and dance team become romantically involved with 

a sister act and team up to save the failing Vermont inn of their former 

commanding general. “White Christmas” 

5. A man, discouraged and despondent, is nearly suicidal over the loss of 

$8000 until his guardian angel appears to show him how much he has 

meant to so many people.  “It’s a Wonderful Life” 

6. After two disastrous family vacations, a man decides to plan the 

perfect family Christmas.  The disasters continue. “National Lampoon’s 

Christmas Vacation” 

    7. A nine year old wants nothing more for Christmas than a BB gun.  

“A Christmas Story” 

 
                          * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

See you Thursday, January 21st, for a great 
evening of  fun and entertainment!   

Remember – 
 Mountain View Room at 7 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 


