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Prez Sez 

         
        Our combination Welcome the New Year and 13th HHLT 
Birthday Party was a blast. We had lots of  good 
refreshments, live entertainment featuring skits by Kathryn 
and Gene Schmiel, Val and Bob Bowman, and Tom Taggart 
and for our first time, our ‘own’ LSTV professional, Nick Ide, 
providing AV support with screen displays of  reports (no 
paper required – where did I put that report?). We laughed, 
played games, won prizes and a good time was had by all. 
        Now we’re on to February’s general meeting and 
festivities. We’re going to celebrate with our love theme: love 
stories, a video and perhaps a game or two.  What a great 
opportunity to get together and have a fun evening with 
long-time and new friends. Y’all come.  
        Hope to see you at our February 18 meeting at 7:00 PM 
in the Mountain View room.   And read all about the new play, 
“Boeing Boeing” below! 
                                                                                   Denny  
 
                                                               
 



                                                         
 

Boeing Boeing Approaches Cruising Altitude 

By Walt Meyer and Betty Hitchcock, Co-Directors 

 

After encountering some turbulence in finalizing the cast and working out 

Ballroom logistics, we are pleased to inform ground control that we have broken 

through the clouds and are turning off the seat belt sign and looking forward to a 

smooth flight and equally smooth landings on April 19, 20, and 21. 

 

We have an outstanding, seasoned cast, backed up by some veteran understudies.  

One week into rehearsals, it’s clear to see that they have jumped into their roles 

and eager to take command of the intricate timing required to carry off this play. 

 

The cast, in order of appearance, is: 

 Gloria – Georgiana Ide 

 Bernard – Gene Schmiel 

 Berthe – Ginny McCardle 

 Robert – John Johnson 

 Gabriella – Kathryn Schmiel 

 Gretchen – Joan Patton 

 

Understudies: Dot Scheutze, Mary Glascock, Chuck Breder, and Bob Bowman. 

 

You may have noticed an unfamiliar name on the cast list, John Johnson.  John and 

his wife Rebecca are our two newest members.  They have lived in HH for two 

plus years and come to us with a wealth of experience from the Alexandria Little 

Theater, both on stage for John and in the crew for Rebecca.  Many thanks to Joan 

Turner for recruiting them. 

 

Next month’s article will focus on our terrific crew, without whom this production 

would not be able to take place.  If you would like to understudy and read when 

needed or contribute your talents to the crew, please contact our producer, Marlene 

Griffenhagen (571-248-0993). April 19-21 will be here before we know it. 

HHLT Flight 0001 over and out for now. 



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Local Community Theater News  
 

By Gene Schmiel 

 

Fauquier Theater 1: "Love Letters"  

 

“Love Letters,” which was produced at HHLT a few years ago, will be 

on stage the weekend of February 19-21.  The two-person "readers 

theater" comedy/drama by A.R. Gurney consists of the reading of the 

letters of two friends over their lives of change and personal trial.  
  

 

Fauquier Theater 2: “Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead”  

 

“Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead” will be staged the 

weekends of March 18-21, 24-26, and April 1-3.  Written by Tom 

Stoppard, the play was first performed at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in 

1966.  Based on the exploits of two minor characters in Hamlet, the 

tragicomedy reflects the randomness, absurdity, and fundamental mystery 

of life. 

   

In Hamlet Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are minor courtiers and 

childhood friends of Hamlet.  In Stoppard’s play they become major 

characters whose observations about life and the events around them 

reinforce the dominant theme of the work.  The play opens with 

Rosencrantz flipping a coin which comes up heads 92 consecutive times, 

leading to speculation about predictability and probability of any event or 



even life itself. A troupe of Tragedians led by The Actor appear, performing 

a play within the play, to the amusement of all. The scene changes abruptly 

to Elsinore Castle where the major characters of Hamlet are present. 

Claudius asks Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to try to determine why 

Hamlet seems to be insane.   The Tragedians perform a play that depicts 

Claudius’s rise to power.   Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are ordered by 

Claudius to take Hamlet to England where, by order of Claudius, he will be 

killed.  Hamlet finds the order and changes it to order the deaths of 

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern.  As they await their inevitable deaths, 

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are left to speculate on the randomness of 

their choices and the lack of order in the world.  As in Hamlet, at the end 

of the play all the major characters, except Horatio, have died.   

 

Gene Schmiel is playing Polonius, an adviser to Claudius and father of 

Ophelia.  Director Tim Bambara is staging the play as a circus, with clowns 

and other acts enlivening the action and adding to an atmosphere of chaos. 

 

Ghost Writers Theater: “Steel Magnolias” 
 

 

Leland Shook, a long-time stalwart at Fauquier Theater, has created 

his own theater company.  His first production, “Steel Magnolias,” will take 

place at the Warrenton United Methodist Church (near downtown 

Warrenton) on May 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, and 15: Fridays and Saturdays at 8, 

Sundays at 2.  Tickets are not yet available, but will be soon. 
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An Addition to our Props 

 

A big round of  thanks go to Esta Gladstone, member of the HH 

Photography Club.  Esta, who is moving to Colorado, has donated to 

Little Theater a new fog machine.  Now we can create even more 

interesting and evocative sets for our plays!  Thank you, Esta! 

 

                                                                 

BRAIN TEASER 

This month’s Brain Teaser is short—just one movie quote to identify 

and, as a hint, it is from a movie with a February theme. Name the movie 

and send your answer to Kathryn (geneofva@gmail.com). 

 

“Well, what if there is no tomorrow?  There wasn’t one 

today.” 

 

The following are the answers to the politically-themed movie quotes, last 

month’s Brain Teaser (won by Val Bowman): 

 

1. “If it wasn’t for graft, you’d get a very low type of people in politics, men 

without ambition, jellyfish!” The Great McGinty 

2.  “Son, this is a Washington, D.C. kind of lie.  It’s when the other person 

knows you’re lying, and also knows you know he knows.” Advice and 

Consent 

3. “You think I’m licked.  You all think I’m licked.  Well, I’m not licked.  And 

I’m going to stay right here and fight for this lost cause.  Even if the 

room gets filled with lies like these. . .” Mr. Smith Goes to Washington 

 

  

  

  

mailto:geneofva@gmail.com


4. “You guys are about to write a story that says the former Attorney-

General, the highest ranking law enforcement officer in the country, is a 

crook!  Just be sure you’re right.” All the President’s Men 

5. “They fooled you 1000 times, just like they fooled me. But this time, I’ll 

fool somebody. I’ll stay in the race.  I’m on my own and out for blood.” 

All the King’s Men 

                

 

                          * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Heritage Hunt Little Theater 

General Meeting  January 21, 2016 

The meeting was called to order by President Denny Cumber at 7:10 PM.  29 members and 1 visitor were 

present. 

Secretary's Report:  The minutes of the November 19, 2015 General Meeting were shown on large 

screen and approved as written.   

Treasurer's Report: Kathy Carrico reported no additional Income for 2015 and no new Expenses. The 

balance as of January  14 is $ 10,311.06.   Treasurer’s report was accepted as written. 

Vice-President's Report: Bob Bowman reported that Spring Play will be “Boeing, Boeing” and that try-

outs are now happening.  Last try-out is Monday, January 25, at 7 PM in the craft room of the Clubhouse.  

He also reported that a play proposal has been submitted by Bill Harrison and Ida Mayer for the Fall 2016 

season.   

President's Report: Denny Cumber reported that the April meeting date coincided with one of the 

Spring Play dates so it will be moved to Thursday, April 28 in the Marsh Mansion.  President’s report was 

accepted and approved. 

Membership Report: Ginny McCardle reported that there were 29 members in attendance tonight with 

one guest. She also reported that the survey said that we got more members when we asked friends to 

join.  She reminded us to ask friends to come with us to a meeting.  

At-Large Report: Ina Mayer was absent. No report.   

Activities Report:  Georgianna Ide reported that she had a very active committee and that they had 

planned many fun meetings for the coming year.  There will be 4 off site meetings where we will attend 

various theatrical performances and one that may require an overnight stay.  The February meeting will 

have a “Love” theme while the March meeting will have an “Irish” theme.  She thanked all her 



committee members who were working hard tonight to make the January meeting flow. 

Communications Report:  Kathryn Schmiel handed out the awards for the Nov. and Jan.  trivia contest 

from the newsletters. 

Old Business: There was no old business 

New Business:  The budget for the year 2016 was proposed by Kathy Carrico and with one correction 

was approved.   

The next General Meeting will convene in the Club House on February 21, 2016 at 7:00 PM.  The meeting 

was adjourned by Denny at 7:26 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joan Turner, Secretary          

 

 

 

 


