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Our Prez Says 

     As a reminder, we have initiated an HHLT Donation Policy to respond to re-
quests from HHLT members who wish to contribute funds to various causes. This 



policy and the required Donation Form are available on the hhlittletheater.org  web-
site under the Miscl category.  A Donation Request Form must be completed and 
sent to the HHLT President, Denny Cumber, no later than August 31st.  At the Au-
gust 20 General Meeting, we will draw names for members of the committee who 
will evaluate any requests.  Approved requests will be announced at the October 
General Meeting.  

     The Board of Directors (BOD) has just finished updating the job descriptions for 
the HHLT BOD members and these job descriptions should be uploaded to the 
website by the end of August.  Sandy Thompson, HHLT Vice-President, will be look-
ing for new BOD members to run for election this Fall so this is a good time to see 
what’s involved in these positions.  It’s fun to be part of the group that oversees 
what’s going on in our little theater.  Elections are held at the November General 
Meeting so open your mind and heart to see if you’d like to volunteer.  

Enjoy the rest of your summer.  

Denny 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The Return of the Traveling Theater Troupe 

By Ina Mayer 

          The traveling theater troupe, known by the acronym TTT, was formed about seven 

years ago in order to provide community outreach to senior facilities.  Since I had expe-

rience and scripts from a similar endeavor in Ohio, I agreed to take on the project with 

help from HHLT members.  This involved 4-5 performers who would get together to re-

hearse and refine their performances.  We decided on appropriate dress and props as 

well as music.  The latter was downloaded on CD’s.  Residents were always encouraged 

to join in the singing. 

         This was a collaborative effort.  Popular shows were “God Bless America” and “Just 

For the Fun of It.”  After we finished performing we would mingle with the residents who 

were always so appreciative.  It was also rewarding for us.  

       My proposal is to resurrect TTT.  This would provide an opportunity for new as well 

as long-time members to become actively involved in performing without a huge time 

commitment.   



      If this project interests you, please contact me at chia35@comcast.net or703-743-

1906.  We will have a show of interest meeting to further discuss the particulars of TTT 

any questions or concerns. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

HLT Fall Play: “Social Security” 

By Gene and Kathryn Schmiel 

 

Rehearsals are well under way for the HHLT production “Social Security” 

by Andrew Bergman.  The cast has been doing a fine job of learning lines, block-

ing, and adding all the individual touches that make a character real, personal, 

and unique.  We held a production meeting last week and heard about all the 

progress that is being made on the technical side of the production.  Marlene 

Griffenhagen is overseeing our production activities.  Ted Day, assisted by Chuck 

Breder and Don Jewell, has begun construction of the set, the interior of a New 

York apartment.  Many thanks to Joan Patton for the use of her garage as our 

workshop.   In addition to the scenery, Ted is also creating several pieces of 

unique furniture.  Betty Hitchcock is handling ticket sales which will go on sale 

on September 1.  Walt Meyer has been working on the publicity poster with 

“electronic” input from Bets Knepley.  John Bisaga and Nick Ide will be doing 

the sound and lighting.  Sandy Iasiello and her crew will do the make-up.  This 

very funny play ran on Broadway for over a year and has toured around the 

country many times.  We invite all of you to come to a rehearsal to see what the 

fun is all about. The cast, directors, stage managers, and producer are having a 

ball.  Please contact Marlene (mjkg528@comcast.net; tel 571-248-0993) or 

Gene or Kathryn Schmiel (geneofva@gmail.com) or 1305 for rehearsal times. 

Remember, the play dates of Tuesday-Thursday, October 6, 7 and 8.  

Tickets (using the light blue reservation form) will go on sale September 1. 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * 

Brain Teaser: EAT, DRINK, AND BE MERRY! 

Last month’s Brain Teaser (in which you were asked to identify wars and the 

movies about them) was won by Tom Taggart.  The answers were as follows: 

Glory—Civil War; The Great Escape—WWII; Platoon—Viet Nam; Hurt Locker—

Iraq; African Queen—WWI; Buffalo Soldiers—several wars including the Spanish-

American War and the Cold War; Patriot—Revolutionary War; For Whom the 

Bell Tolls—Spanish Civil War; Dirty Dozen—WWII; and Full Metal jacket—Viet 

Nam.  Thanks to all who answered! This month’s challenge covers a very differ-

ent subject, but one that is very popular in the movie titles.  You will see the 

connection as soon as you begin to fill in the missing words from the movie titles.  

Just email your answers to Kathryn (geneofva@gmail.com).   

1. Fried Green___________ 

2. The ____________ and I 

3. Mystic___________ 

4. Duck __________ 

5. Cloudy with a Chance of ____________ 

6. ____________Hill 

7. The ____________ House Rules 

8. A ___________ Called Wanda 

9. Like Water for  ________________ 

10. What’s Eating Gilbert ____________? 

 

 ********************* 

Mark your calendar 

HHLT Annual Picnic will be on Saturday, October 17 at Georgiana and Nick Ides’ 

at 6245 Clay Hill Ct.  Rain date will be Sunday, October 18. 

 

 

********************* 
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MINUTES OF JULY 16  GENERAL MEETING 

The meeting was called to order in the Craft Room by President Denny Cumber at 7:00 PM.  

Nineteen members were present. Absent was Board member Helen Esposito.  

Secretary's Report: Jim Burwell read aloud the minutes of the June General Meeting, which were  

approved as written.  

Treasurer's Report: There were no Expenses or Income for the period. Balance remains at  

$11,128.75.  

Vice-President's Report: Sandy Thompson had nothing to report.  

President's Report: Denny reviewed the new Donations Policy and Application, approved last  

month. The Donations Committee, consisting of our Treasurer, another Board member, and three  

general members, will be formed next month.  

Activities Report: Georgiana Ide reported that she is seeking creative ways to make the  

General Meeting more lively and entertaining. She proposed moving our venue to the Mountain  

View Room, where equipment for viewing photos, instructional videos, and YouTube is available.  

She continues to explore possible theater related group activities. A reminder that the Annual  

Picnic will be held at her home on October 17th.  

Membership Report: Ginny McCardle reported on her efforts to have an "HHLT Brochure"  

included in any Activities Packet distributed to new residents of Heritage Hunt.  

At Large Report: Kathy Carrico reported that the new Memorial Bench has been ordered.  

Communications Report: Kathryn Schmiel reported that the winner of the most recent Brainteaser  

was Tom Taggart. The challenge was to identify which war was depicted in various movies. The  

correct answers were reviewed. An update on progress of the Fall Play was presented. Kathryn  

and Walt Meyer will collaborate in creating a poster for publicity. Since the search for a  



Webmaster has been unsuccessful, a contract with Bets Knepley has been signed whereby she  

will continue as HHLT Webmaster for our site until an HHLT member is found to manage it.  

Old Business: Sandy announced that Board member Job Descriptions have been received by the  

ByLaws Committee. These will be finalized, and the Committee will then proceed with the rest of  

the ByLaws review.  

Open Isssues: Ina Mayer proposed that Programs for Outreach (formerly the "Travelling Theater  

Troupe") be revived to provide entertainment to such venues as Assisted Living and Nursing  

Homes. Examples of material to be presented would include Americana, Humor, or Skits. Denny  

suggested that a descriptive article be prepared for the Newsletter.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,  

James Burwell, Secretary   
   

 



   

 



 

 

 

 

 


