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Notes from Betty and Walt 

      Chaos Erupts at a Family's Thanksgiving Gathering 

  
     A Nice Family Gathering, by Phil Olsen, is the story of the 
Lundeen family's first Thanksgiving dinner, in the parents' 
Minnesota home, 10 months after the father passes away. It 
seems like other than missing the father, it should be a perfectly 
uneventful gathering. Wrong! 
     Among other things: 

 The father comes back as a ghost who can only be seen 
and heard by one of his three children, Carl, the middle child who is also the 
younger son. He haunts Carl to do him a big favor and tell his mother that the 
father loved her, something he didn't do in 41 years of marriage. 

 The mother invites the father's former golf partner to the dinner and, of course, the 
father mistakes both of their intentions. 

 The daughter announces that she is gay and pregnant. 

 The older son announces that he is in debt to the IRS because of his wife. 

 The older son's wife exhibits manic-depressive behavior because of medication 
she is taking. 

     Those are some of the highlights. We haven't talked about the wheeling-dealing that 
occurs, the nosey next-door neighbor, the dented BMW, and the role of corn dogs, to name 
a few. 
     The climax of this nice family gathering will surprise the audience. 
There are eight roles, four male and four female. We will do a read-through at the general 
meeting, June 19, and give out scripts. Auditions will take place on Thursday and Friday 
evenings, June 26 and 27. We look forward to starting rehearsals after the July 4th holiday.     
The play dates are October 28-30. 
     If you are planning on auditioning, we urge you to watch some episodes of Fargo, to 
attune your ears to the Minnesota accent. We will not eliminate anyone because of a Noo 
Yawk, New Joizey, or southern accent, but we'd shoerrrr like to see that Minnesota twang, 
ya knooo. Fargo airs on Tuesday, at 10:00 p.m., on FX. You can also see the season from 
the start "On Demand."    

Prez Sez... 

Captains Log, Star-date 06.2014: 
Starship HHLT-2014 has reached the mid-point of our year long journey. It seems like we 
just started our voyage and now we are half way through. There still seems to be lots 
confusion about the script approval/play selection process. Last year the club updated its 
play submission process but it seems that was insufficient. In an effort to make this process 
easier to understand and to encourage new directors, your bridge crew (HHLT Board) is 
proposing an update to the scrip approval process. Currently there does not seem to be any 
process written down that covers script approval.   The update will be presented at the 
General meeting this month. The General meeting this month will be the last chance for 
members to pay their 2014 dues. After Thursday, all members who haven't paid 2014 dues 
will be removed from the club roster and will stop receiving the newsletter.  Dues can be 
paid to Helen Esposito at the beginning of the general meeting on 6/19, or mail her your 
check for $10. Her address is 6945 Cumberstone Place, Gainesville, VA 20155. Shore 
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Calendar 

Thurs, June 19--7pm 

General Meeting 
Craft Room-Refreshments 

 
Thurs, July 17--7pm 

General Meeting 
Craft Room 

 

Fall Play 
Oct 28, 29 & 30  
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leave for all crew is coming soon with a summer picnic being planned for September when, 
hopefully, the weather will not be quite so hot. Helm, maintain present course and speed. 

TOM 

To Top  

Acting Outside the Gates 
by Gene Schmiel 

    When Kathryn and I moved into Heritage Hunt, we were pleased to learn that there was 
an active little theater group and that it was open to new members, including those like us 
whose theatrical experience consisted only of attending dozens of plays over the years. We 
have been pleased to have had the opportunity to act, direct, construct sets, house 
materials, etc. to help make HHLT a continuing success.  
     In 2012 I decided to see what acting was like "outside the gates" of HH and also to get a 
sense of how other organizations arranged their productions... 
(Read More)  
   To Top 

A Member's Other Side 
by Bets Knepley 

     Pat Dews is a long time member of HHLT. She has 
appeared in several plays as a dancer and actor. She has also 
been the costume designer for many of our plays. But did you 
know that Pat is also an expert quilter? 
     Pat has been sewing since she was a child, having learned 
on her grandmother's treadle sewing machine. At first, she 
only sewed clothes and home decorative items until she 
discovered quilting after retiring in 1995. In addition to quilting, 
she makes wearable art which are clothing items with quilting-
type designs and fabric manipulation. She has won several 
awards for these. She actually designed and made costumes 
for some of the earlier HHLT musical productions. But she 
enjoys quilting more, because quilts don't have to fit! 
     Her latest project is designing and making a quilt for the 
50th year anniversary of the Beatles visiting the U.S. Each 

participant selected one of the Beatles' songs. It was to be like a guessing game... 
(Read More)  
(Editor's Note: If you have "another side" that you'd like to share with HHLT, please contact me.)  

To Top 

Brain Teaser 
by Kathryn Schmiel 

      Last month's brain teaser was correctly identified by Sandy Mills as being lines from 
Arsenic and Old Lace. Here's this month's challenge.  

            "Whoever you are - I have always depended on the kindness of strangers." 
     Be the first to email Kathryn with the name of the play and win a Starbucks gift card!  

MINUTES--May 2014 

 Click Here to View the May 2014 Minutes  
To Top 
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BLASTS 
 from the  

PAST 

From 2003 

 
Did you know that our 
second production was a 
type of variety show? Each 
HHLT member was invited 
to create an act that fell into 
one of three categories: 
singers, dancers and 
musical groups; comedians; 
or any other clever act. The 
end result was The Last 
Dress Rehearsal. 

From 2006 
 
"Four HH audiences were 
transported to ancient 
Rome in May during the 
musical, When in Rome, 
Performed by twenty-nine 
talented and courageous 
actors, and enabled by the 
tireless behind-the-scene  
efforts of scores of others, 
the farcical feminist social 
class love story was 
perhaps the most 
extravaganza in the 
Heritage Hunt Little Theater 
history." (Quoted from the 
review) This was our last 
musical production. 

From 2009 

  
In April, HHLT members 
attended an Acting Master 
Class by Lisa Nanni-
Messegee, Professor at 
Northern Virginia 
Community College-
Manassas. (Click here for a 
synopsis of this class's 
Warm-Up Exercises.) 
  
Spring Production was a 
dinner-theater production, 
Reunion at Mt. Sanguine.   
  
HHLT had 77 members 
(mostly women), including 
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six honorary members. 
 

  

AGENDA 
Click Here for the Agenda -- June 2014 

 

Visit our HHLT Website  

  www.hhlittletheater.org 
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