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Play Time
Update: LLAWIW 

Play rehearsals are proceeding as sched-
uled and the cast is now complete with the ad-
dition of Nanette Ross as one of the 4 mothers. 
I am extremely grateful to her for taking this 
small part. Jane Becker has  signed on as Stage 
Manager and she will be assisted by new mem-
ber Nancy Mahevich. Bill Whyte, our liaison 
with LSTV, will be doing the Lights and John 
Bisaga is taking care of the Sound. Until she 
goes on vacation, Betty Hitchcock is handling 
tickets and Sue Jewell will be taking over 
after that. Tickets will have gone on sale by 
September 17 and I hope sales will skyrocket 
“out of the ballpark” to mix my metaphors. It’s 
all up to you and how much “marketing” and 
inviting you do. This production is certainly 
worth it. If you read the excellent Horn article 
this month by our publicist Joyce Mancini, you 
should have a clear idea of what it’s all about.  
Next month’s article is even more persuasive.  
Absolutely no reason to miss this one.

The cast has been diligent about learning their lines and taking 
direction in a positive and cooperative way. They also help one an-
other, a huge  help to me. I can’t say enough good things about these 
women. You’ll see.

Meanwhile, set construction in the expert hands of Ted Day goes 
on in my garage. Gene Brickach and Don Jewell are helping him. 
Joey Wagner and I are getting excited about furniture, paint colors, 
art work, etc.,etc. It’s not yet time for that, but coming soon. I’m 
meeting with Sandy Iasiello soon and talking about make-up. She 
will be recruiting her crew who always willingly help out. And be 
sure to attend our September meeting: Let me tell you how Sharon 
Ferguson has saved us hundreds of dollars$$$$$$$.

And let’s not forget NORA EPHRON!
See you soon,
M.J. Brickach

PS—On Sept. 11, the cast had their pictures taken at the home of Bets and 
Ed Knepley which will be used to produce one of their outstanding posters 
for the Lobby display.  Watch for it.

PlayTime is being revamped 
as I am learning a new program. 

So please be patient and, hopefully, 
PlayTime will morph into something 

more interesting over time.
Thank you.

Bets Knepley, Editor & Publisher

September  2012



Play Review:  Deathtrap
by Bets Knepley

Winchester Little Theatre’s opening production, Deathtrap, by Ira 
Levin, is a bit unusual. If you’re a fan of mystery, puzzles or thrillers, 
you should see this play. One of the great popular successes of recent 
Broadway history, this ingeniously constructed play offers a rare and 
skillful blending of two priceless theatrical ingredients—gasp-induc-
ing thrills and spontaneous laughter. The plot deals with the devious 
machinations of a writer of thrillers whose recent offerings have been 
flops, and who is prepared to go to any lengths to improve his fortunes. 
It provides twists and turns and sudden shocks in such abundance that 
audiences will be held spellbound until the very last moment. 

The cast of five (two seasoned actors and three newbies) was on 
their toes and kept up a quick pace thru the maze of red herrings, de-
ceit and betrayals. The scenery was complex—a study which was in a 
renovated stable filled with weaponry, old and new that are intricate to 
the plot of the play.

The director and set designer, Sally Anderson, an acquaintance of 
mine, did a great job—especially in the several instances in the play 
where there was no dialogue--just minimal movement of the actors. 
It is difficult in these instances to maintain audience attention, but the 
actor(s) kept the audience on the edge of their seats. Sally also directed 
the first play (39 Steps) of Winchester’s 2011 season and had a role in 
their second play, The Porch.

WLT’s lobby and restrooms have been repainted, refurbished and 
now glow brilliantly in their own facility, a 100-year-old renovated train 
station on Boscawen Street in Winchester.

Their next production is Ravenscroft, a psychological drama which 
is a thinking person’s Gothic thriller.
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Local Little Theaters
Vpstart Revisited

by Bets Knepley

I’m starting over again with news 
from the local little theaters that I in-
troduced to you last year.

According to the City of Manas-
sas website, Vpstart Crow is Northern 
Virginia’s only professional theatre 
company west of Fairfax. They are 
dedicated to breaking down barri-
ers between audience and actors in 
a performance style that is lively, 
thought-provoking and altogether 
upstarting. Their productions include 
the works of William Shakespeare and 
other time-honored playwrights both 
classical and contemporary.

Their 2012-13 Season is: Arsenic 
and Old Lace (which 
you MUST see as our 
Dot Schuetze and Gene 
Schmiel are starring 
in it!); A Christmas 
Carol (an old favorite 
that will put you in the 

mood for the holidays, no doubt); 
Doubt: A Parable (I think the play is 
much better than the film!) and Much 
Ado About Nothing (have to see this 
classic Shakespeare play).

Our member Jean Gentry serves 
on their Board as their Secretary. She 
has also acted in several of their plays.

Vpstart Crow now performs at 
the Hylton Performing Arts Center’s 
Gregory Family Theater located at 
10960 George Mason Circle, Manas-
sas. Senior tickets are $15 per person 
and can be ordered online.

Vpstart’s website is www.vp-
startcrow.com/ 

Seating is stadium style and un-
reserved. If you arrive early, you will 
get a good parking space and have 
time to look at the artwork in the upper 
balcony. I’m often cold there, so bring 
a sweater, just in case.

Activity Update
by Art Moscatello, Activities Chair

The potluck picnic activity for September has been deferred to a 
later date due to lack of time to finalize a location, canvass members to 
find out who will come and program the menu (who will bring what).

Members are reminded to attend the Vpstart production of Arsenic 
and Old Lace to support performances by HHLT members Gene Schmiel 
and Dot Schuetze.  Performances at the Hylton Performing Arts Center 
are on: Friday, 9/28 at 8pm; Saturday, 9/29 at 8pm; Sunday, 9/30 at 2pm; 
Friday, 10/5 at 8pm; Saturday, 10/6 at 8pm; Sunday, 10/7 at 2pm. Tickets 
are $15 for seniors and can be bought at the Hylton Center.

Bill Whyte, from HH LSTV, will give a presentation at our general 
meeting on October 18 discussing how he provides lighting and sound 
support for Little Theater performances.  This will be an opportunity for 
all to better understand the complexities of LSTV processes and discuss 
how LT production staff and actors can help Bill improve the quality of 
light and sound. Let’s all make a special effort to attend this meeting.
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Walt 

The Prez Sez...

Condolences
I’m sure I speak for every member of the Heritage Hunt Little The-

ater when I say our hearts go out to Treva and Bill Whyte on the loss of 
Treva’s son, Todd Crawford.

Speedy Recovery
We wish Gloria Moscatello, Art’s wife, a speedy recovery from the 

heart surgery. She had a stent inserted.

Arsenic and Old Lace Update
Dot Schuetze and Gene Schmiel report that the rehearsal for the 

Vpstart Crow production of Arsenic and Old Lace, are intense. They are 
confident it’s going to be an outstanding show. There are seven perfor-
mances, starting with a preview on September 27 at 8:00 pm, followed 
by regular performances September 28-30 and October 5-7. Friday and 
Saturday performances are at 8:00 p.m. and Sunday matinees start at 2:00 
pm. Let’s have a nice crowd to show our support for Dot and Gene. 

Elections in November
I’m not referring to the one that will take place on November 6 be-

tween Obama and Romney, but rather the one that will take place on No-
vember 15 at Heritage Hunt. Our nominating committee, Kathryn Schmiel, 
Roger Delrosario, Bets Knepley, Ed Prendergast and Dot Schuetze, has 
started to contact potential candidates to fill the seat of Betty Hitchcock, 
Sandy Mills, and Ed Prendergast. If called upon, please say that you will 
run. The slate will appear in the October issue of PlayTime.

If I had a Hammer
Set construction for Love, Loss and What I Wore has begun. Ted 

Day, Don Jewell, and others have begun their work. If you’d like to lend 
a hand, contact Ted at 2085 or drop him a note at margetedd@comcast.net

We’ve Grown
At our last meeting, Membership Chair Betty Hitchcock introduced 

our newest member, Carole Gathright. Welcome, Carole.

Activities a Plenty
Activities Chair, Art Moscatello arranged for a presentation by Bill 

Whyte, on how LSTV does its magic for our productions. The presentation 
will take place at the conclusion of our October 18 meeting. Sandy Iasiello 
will make a presentation on makeup at a future meeting. Art has run into 
some problems with the picnic. Discussion at the meeting.

Dramatic Reading
We will stage a reading of Kathryn Schmiel’s prize-winning play, 

some time after the holidays. The reading will be open to all members of 
the HH Community, free of charge.  Kathryn will serve as the narrator 
and will need nine volunteers to do the reading.  You’ll learn more at the 
meeting.

2012 HHLT BOD
President

Walt Meyer (2011-13)
Vice President

Kathryn Schmiel (2011-13)
Secretary

Sandy Mills (2010-12)
Treasurer

Mary Glascock (2011-13)
Activities

Art Moscatello (2011-13)
Membership

Betty Hitchcock (2010-12)
Member-at-Large

Newsletter is edited & published 
by Bets Knepley

Contact Bets at
bjknepley@comcast.net

703-743-1360
http://www.hhlittletheater.wordpress.com/

 Do You Know...
by Bets Knepley

what Fringe Theatre is? 
Fringe Theatre is theatre that 

is not of the mainstream. It devel-
oped around the “fringe” or the 
outer edges of the 1948 Edinburgh 
International Festival.

Fringe Theatre has unjuried 
works and all performers are wel-
come to apply, regardless of their 
professional or amateur status. 
There are no restrictions. Shows are 
typically technically sparse; they 
are commonly presented in shared 
venues, often sharing technicians. 
One-person shows are quite com-
mon.

Fringe Festivals abound. 
There’ll be one in DC next year, 
but you can see them everywhere it 
seems-New York City, Minnesota, 
New England, Orlando, San Fran-
cisco, Indianapolis, London, Chi-
cago, Ottawa, Prague, Budapest...
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A Synopsis of A Nice Family Gathering—A Comedy by Phil Olson
by  Kathryn Schmiel, Vice President

The following is a summary of another play on the HHLT list of approved plays.
A Nice Family Gathering takes place on the first Thanksgiving after the death of Dr. Lundeen, husband, father 

and father-in-law. It is also the first time the entire family has gathered together since Dad’s funeral two months 
earlier. Very quickly it becomes clear that this is not going to be a typical turkey and stuffing dinner when Dad (or 
more accurately the ghost of Dad) appears to ask a favor of middle son Carl. He tells Carl that he cannot rest in 
peace until he tells his wife that he loved her and he asks Carl to convey the message to his mother.  Carl, the only 
family member able to see and communicate with Dad, reacts with shock, asking, “Why me? Why not Michael?”  
Dad’s answer:  “He’s busy.”

Shortly after Dad’s appearance, Michael and his wife Jill and sister Stacy arrive, and the rival roles of each of 
the siblings begin to unfold with snappy comments and asides. Dad throws in his own opinions (which only Carl 
can hear), confusing the others as Carl tries to respond both to them and to his father. Mom’s increasing forgetful-
ness adds to the siblings’ bewilderment, but when Jerry, Dad’s old golfing buddy, shows up as Mom’s “date” for 
Thanksgiving dinner, the household and especially the “ghost” are thrown into turmoil.  Unexpected and humorous 
twists and turns lead to a loving and satisfying conclusion for all the characters.

A Nice Family Gathering, written by Phil Olson, has eight characters--four men and four women--ranging 
in age from 30’s to 70’s. It takes places entirely in the living room of the Lundeen home on Thanksgiving Day. 
The play was written in 1999 and produced in Los Angeles in 2000. Critical comments include “Hilarious and 
touching,” “Exquisite sense of humor,” and “A good heart is behind all this family silliness.” All in all it is a warm, 

August General Meeting Minutes
President Walt Meyer opened the meeting at 7pm. Treasurer Mary Glascock reported a balance of $8093.19
Vice President Kathryn Schmiel stated that the nominating committee, comprised of Dot Schuetze, Roger 

del Rosario, Ed Prendergast, Bets Knepley and herself has met and begun to work. There are three board positions 
that will be open. Kathryn also explained the election rules and procedures.

Walt reported for Art Moscatello, Activities Chair. Art plans on having a theater based activity every other 
month. Sandy Iasiello will make a presentation on theater makeup at a future meeting. Art continues to work on the 
annual picnic, as well as an outing to see Dot Schuetze and Gene Schmiel perform in Vpstart Crow’s production of 
Arsenic and Old Lace. Since the Schmiel’s have volunteered their home before—another volunteer was solicited 
to host the picnic. Betty Hitchcock volunteered her home.

Walt called for a meeting of the Playwriting Contest Committee in early September, under Sharon Ferguson’s 
leadership. He also announced that Bets Knepley will not be able to direct the 2013 spring production and asked 
for anyone interested in directing to volunteer.

Joey Wagner announced that Jane Becker had volunteered to be a stage manager for our current production. 
The men were encouraged to assume supporting roles in the backstage management.

Full minutes can be read on HHLTs website http://www.hhlittletheater.wordpress.com/

WANTED:  Director(s) for Spring Production.
by Kathryn Schmiel, Vice President  

Great opportunity for creative person(s); flexible hours; excellent support staff; guaranteed to be a rewarding 
experience.  

HHLT is looking for a director for the Spring Production. If you have ever attended a play and thought “If 
I were the director, I’d . . .” then this is your chance to exercise your creative muscles. We have a library full of 
choice plays to produce as well as resources to help you get started with suggested techniques, timetables and 
hints for getting the most out of your actors. Or if you have a favorite play you’d like to produce, bring it to the 
board for consideration. 


