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Thursday, Nov 15 - 7pm
Craft Room

Elections—Refreshments
&

Dot & Gene discuss their
 Vpstart experience

December General MeetingDecember General MeetingDecember General MeetingDecember General MeetingDecember General Meeting
NONE

Wishing you
a very

Happy Holiday
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Play Time
Hear the Light &
See the Sound!
       —Unknown



It’s All AboutIt’s All AboutIt’s All AboutIt’s All AboutIt’s All About
The PThe PThe PThe PThe Processrocessrocessrocessrocess
by Bets Knepley

Performances are not
the only important part of
a production. The success
of a show is not determined
by whether every seat in
the house is full. It’s about
The Process. The Process means that every rehearsal is
important to the outcome, as well as being part of the
fun! Every rehearsal, every crew painting session, every
tech rehearsal, every production meeting and even the
strike is part of The Process and part of the fun.

After a performance, it can be very poignant to stand
on the very spot where only moments earlier hundreds of
people were focusing all their attention. Even though the
spot is no longer important, the echoes of applause can
still be heard. This is the true magic of theater.

There often is a bittersweet feeling of knowing that,
when all those exhausting hours are finally over, the liv-
ing work of art that once was a production is now gone
forever and just a memory. You can never go back. If
your best friend missed the show—sorry, it’s too late. You
can never have that cast and that set and that audi-
ence together in one place ever again. Unlike fine art
that hangs in a gallery for hundreds of years, our chosen
form of performance art is fleeting and cannot ever be
captured—because a live performance is quite differ-
ent from one you see on tape or film.

All you can do is grin and daydream about the
next Process (production) coming up…and how much fun
(and work) you’ll have again!
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LLLLLocal Little Theatersocal Little Theatersocal Little Theatersocal Little Theatersocal Little Theaters
by Bets Knepley

Play RPlay RPlay RPlay RPlay Review:eview:eview:eview:eview:
LLLLLegally Blonde:egally Blonde:egally Blonde:egally Blonde:egally Blonde:

The MusicalThe MusicalThe MusicalThe MusicalThe Musical
by Bets Knepley

Which came first—the
book, the movie… or the
musical movie… or the
musical play? Well, the
book did, but I think most
people saw the movie first.
I found it confusing…trying to sort out what came first. “Fer sure,”
the book was written in 2001; the movie (Legally Blonde with
Reese Witherspoon) debuted in 2001. The play, Legally Blonde,
The Musical opened on Broadway in April 2007 to mostly posi-
tive reviews. Don’t bother reading the book—just watch the first
movie (there are three) or see the play.

The Reston Community Players produced this play gen-
erating enough energy to light up the whole of Reston. The

singing was great, the danc-
ing fantastic and the scen-
ery!! Well, it was just amazing
what RCP can do with their
stage scenery, lighting and
sound.

Overall, I’d rate them a
‘ten’ if I could have under-
stood the lyrics. I guess it must
be my old ears, as I do have

trouble with most musicals anymore. Fortunately, I’ve seen
the first movie several times on TV, so I could still follow the
plot line. And, really, I do prefer the movie over the musical.

RCP always has great casts and all were exceptional,
especially the two main actors who carried the play. But there
were two character actors whom I’ll remember more—
Paulette and her UPS guy, Kyle. They got my attention and
kept it…even though their roles were small. Another two who
also got really big rounds of applause from the audience
every time they were on stage—were Bruiser and Rufus, the
two dogs in the show. As I’m a dog-lover, I thought Bruiser (a

Chihuahua ) and Rufus (a bulldog) did a woof-
ing-job during their brief scenes, even though
they didn’t have any lines.

This play is a ‘hot’ one for little theaters
this season and has played at quite a few of
our local little theaters. If you missed it and
haven’t seen the movie, wait ‘til next year, as
I’m sure it will appear again and again and
again. It’s a money-maker!

The Arlington Players (TAP)
is in their 62nd season. That’s a
long time for a little theater to
be around. So they must be
doing something good.

It is a nonprofit, volunteer
theater company whose mis-
sion is to produce artistically
challenging theater in the
grand style, cultivating an en-
vironment of artistic excel-
lence and education for art-
ists, audiences and the com-
munity of Arlington County by
providing to advance knowl-
edge, skills and participation
in the theater arts. (Whew!)

Since 1951, TAP has enter-
tained over a generation with
an array of musicals and plays
ranging from contemporary
comedy to Shakespearian
classics and from Rodgers &
Hammerstein to Sondheim. TAP
presents two musicals and one
play each season, with perfor-
mances taking place at the
Thomas Jefferson Theatre lo-
cated at 125 South Old Glebe
Road, Arlington 22204. (This fa-
cility is a joint use one with Ar-
lington Cultural Affairs and Ar-
lington Public Schools and is
used by several Arlington-
based performing arts groups,
producing theatre, opera,
heritage arts festivals and
dance.)

It is aff i l iated with the
Washington Area Theater
Community Honors (WATCH),
the Cultural Alliance of Greater
Washington and the Northern
Virginia Theater Alliance.

Their 2012-2013 season
is Promises, Promises, Out of
Order and Cats.

Dance Scene from Reston’s Production

Opening Scene

Bruiser
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The PThe PThe PThe PThe Prez Sez...rez Sez...rez Sez...rez Sez...rez Sez...
CurCurCurCurCurtain Callstain Callstain Callstain Callstain Calls
Love, Loss and What I Wore was a tremendous success. We sold
565 tickets, many at the door on Wednesday and Thursday nights
as the word got out about the quality of the play.  Kudos to M.J.,
the cast, crew, LSTV and all the people who worked behind the
scenes, handling publicity, set design, ticket sales, check in and
distribution of programs. A very special thanks goes out to Ted Day
and everyone who work on the construction, erection and
deconstruction of the sets. Another special thanks to the cast for
seamlessly picking up Lynne Block’s lines, after her hospitalization.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Lynne and her family.

ElectionsElectionsElectionsElectionsElections
The candidates for the board are Bill Harrison, Joan Patton and
Tom Taggart. There were no nominations from the floor at the Oc-
tober meeting, so they will be elected by acclamation and join
Mary Glascock, Art Moscatello, Kathryn Schmiel and me on the
2013 board. Many thanks to Betty Hitchcock, Ed Prendergast and
Sandy Mills for their dedicated service over the past two years.

Life Beyond HHLLife Beyond HHLLife Beyond HHLLife Beyond HHLLife Beyond HHLTTTTT
Activities Chair Art Moscatello has arranged for Dot Schuetze and
Gene Schmiel to discuss their experiences in the Vpstart Crow pro-
duction of Arsenic and Old Lace. Learn what it’s like to be part of
a professional acting company. The presentation will take place
at the conclusion of the meeting. Refreshments will be served.

ClicheClicheClicheClicheCliche
“It was a dark and stormy night.” Where have I heard that be-
fore? Well, believe it or not, that’s the setting at the start of the
spring play, a whodunit mystery with a twist of an ending. There
are 13 roles (5 male/8 female) to go around. That’s the teaser.
You’ll have to come to the meeting for all the details.

Thanks for a Great YThanks for a Great YThanks for a Great YThanks for a Great YThanks for a Great Yearearearearear
With elections and the upcoming board reorganization, I would
like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for making this an
outstanding year. We had two very successful productions; five
of our new members have become very active in different
phases of the club; several long-time members have returned
to active status; we improved the quality of our performances
by purchasing the wireless headsets; we had a wonderful anni-
versary party and started after-meeting educational programs;
we announced the first winner of our playwriting contest and
planned for a reading of the play; and we are ending the year
with a very healthy treasury. When I joined the club three years
ago, I rapidly learned how dedicated the members are. This
year has only reinforced that impression. Many thanks. I wish all
of you a happy holiday season. 

2012 HHL2012 HHL2012 HHL2012 HHL2012 HHLT BODT BODT BODT BODT BOD
President

WWWWWalt Meyer (2011-13)alt Meyer (2011-13)alt Meyer (2011-13)alt Meyer (2011-13)alt Meyer (2011-13)
Vice President

KKKKKathrathrathrathrathryn Schmiel (2011-13)yn Schmiel (2011-13)yn Schmiel (2011-13)yn Schmiel (2011-13)yn Schmiel (2011-13)
Secretary

Sandy Mills (2010-12)Sandy Mills (2010-12)Sandy Mills (2010-12)Sandy Mills (2010-12)Sandy Mills (2010-12)
Treasurer

MarMarMarMarMary Glascock (2011-13)y Glascock (2011-13)y Glascock (2011-13)y Glascock (2011-13)y Glascock (2011-13)
Activities

ArArArArArt Moscatello (2011-13)t Moscatello (2011-13)t Moscatello (2011-13)t Moscatello (2011-13)t Moscatello (2011-13)
Membership

Betty Hitchcock (2010-12)Betty Hitchcock (2010-12)Betty Hitchcock (2010-12)Betty Hitchcock (2010-12)Betty Hitchcock (2010-12)
Member-at-Large

Ed PEd PEd PEd PEd Prendergast (2010-12)rendergast (2010-12)rendergast (2010-12)rendergast (2010-12)rendergast (2010-12)

Newsletter is edited & publishedNewsletter is edited & publishedNewsletter is edited & publishedNewsletter is edited & publishedNewsletter is edited & published
by Bets Knepleyby Bets Knepleyby Bets Knepleyby Bets Knepleyby Bets Knepley

Contact Bets atContact Bets atContact Bets atContact Bets atContact Bets at
bjknepley@comcast.netbjknepley@comcast.netbjknepley@comcast.netbjknepley@comcast.netbjknepley@comcast.net

703-743-1360703-743-1360703-743-1360703-743-1360703-743-1360
Vist our website atVist our website atVist our website atVist our website atVist our website at

http://www.hhlittletheater.wordpress.com/



AAAAACTORS--CTORS--CTORS--CTORS--CTORS--
Do YDo YDo YDo YDo You Knowou Knowou Knowou Knowou Know...............
from ABWAG website

...that all acting has to
be larger than life?

...that an actor’s job is to
play their character?

...that acting talent is the
ability to imagine things and let
them happen in your feelings?

...that actors can’t just
be in their heads, they must
physicalize?

...that actors must use
complete sense memory ev-
erywhere possible?

...that Sense-Memory has
to do with our five senses:
hearing, seeing, smelling, tast-
ing and touching?

...that as an actor you
are the character and you
have to buy the story?

Visit http://www.abwag.com
for more acting tips.
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October General Meeting MinutesOctober General Meeting MinutesOctober General Meeting MinutesOctober General Meeting MinutesOctober General Meeting Minutes
Treasurer Mary Glascock reported a balance of $11,720.11, with income

of $4100 from the play, but with expenses not included yet.
Vice President Kathryn Schmiel reported that there is a slate of three candi-

dates for the three opening on the Board:  Joan Patton, Tom Taggart and Bill Harrison.
There were no nominations from the floor.

Membership was encouraged to consider directing the Spring Production.
President Walt Meyer raised the issue regarding not having a spring production.
The prevailing opinion of membership is that there would be disappointment in
the community if we do not produce a Spring play.

Director M.J. Brickach updated us on the status of Love, Loss and What I Wore. Lynne Block’s
parts have been covered by other actresses. According to Sue Jewel, there have been 485 reserva-
tions so far, with Wednesday night sold out.

Activities Chair Art Moscatello reported on the upcoming ideas for presentations by club mem-
bers at future meetings. This evening, after the business meeting is adjourned, Bill Whyte will discuss
LSTV and how it interfaces with HHLT. Future presentations may include Sandy Iaisiello on Makeup, Ted
Day on Set Construction and Dot Schuetze and Gene Schmiel on their experiences with Vpstart Crow.

Full minutes can be read on HHLTs website http://www.hhlittletheater.wordpress.com/

Play RPlay RPlay RPlay RPlay Review: Alfred Hitchcock’seview: Alfred Hitchcock’seview: Alfred Hitchcock’seview: Alfred Hitchcock’seview: Alfred Hitchcock’s  The 39 StepsThe 39 StepsThe 39 StepsThe 39 StepsThe 39 Steps
by Kathryn Schmiel

Alfred Hitchcock’s The 39 Steps, adapted by Patrick Barlow, from
the novel by John Buchan, recently finished its run at Allenberry Play-
house in Boiling Springs, PA. The polished, imaginative, inventive pro-
duction provided a wonderful evening of entertainment.

The book which was made into a movie in 1935 by Alfred
Hitchcock, revolves around the trials of a London man mistakenly
accused of murder. The main character Robert Hannay becomes
acquainted with Annabella Schmidt, a beautiful, young woman with
a frightening secret. Later she appears at his apartment to ask for

help in escaping dangerous men who are threatening her. She alludes to a plot of international
importance, a village in Scotland and a man with part of a finger missing. When Annabella is
found murdered the next morning, Robert, considered the prime suspect, takes off to evade the
police. The chase is on, through trains, wind storms, a farm house, a political rally, a country inn,
a police station, an ancient castle and a theater.

The fast-moving play was cleverly and effectively staged on Allenberry’s relatively small
stage. With a minimum of set and a maximum of performing skill, the actors portrayed wind
storms and train escapes, including jumping off a bridge. A door frame and door on casters
moved around the stage rapidly; characters entered and exited repeatedly as the door moved.
A wing chair and end table also on casters served as furniture in many scenes. A simple window
frame held over Robert’s head and dropped to the floor portrayed several of his escapes.

Most amazing of all was the number of actors. Four actors, one woman and three men, played
dozens of roles, quickly changing costumes and altering accents. Sometimes they even played two
at one time, by moving a step to the left or right and removing or replacing a hat.

All in all The 39 Steps was a very enjoyable evening of entertainment and well-worth the
trip.  Boiling Springs, PA is located a little north of Gettysburg, about 2 ½ hours from here.
Besides the Playhouse there is a Resort Inn and restaurant on the rounds. Next year’s season
includes The Full Monty, Hairspray, Annie and Wait Until Dark.

HighlightsHighlightsHighlightsHighlightsHighlights
of  theof  theof  theof  theof  the

OctoberOctoberOctoberOctoberOctober
MinutesMinutesMinutesMinutesMinutes

Allenberry Playhouse Actors in
The 39 Steps
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