
Calendar
January General Meeting

Thurs Jan 19—7pm—Craft Room

January Classical Movie
Contact Joyce Mancinni  X1622

Auditions for Old Hams
Thurs 1/26 & Fri 1/27

7-9:30pm      Craft Room
See Article for More Info

February  General Meeting
Thurs Feb 16—7pm—Craft Room

plus
Birthday Celebration

in Mountain View Room
following the General Meeting
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Old Hams
Spring 2012 Play for the HHLT

Call for Auditions
by Gene and Kathryn Schmiel, Co-Directors

Old Hams is a riotous comedy with a variety of over-the-
top, fun-to-play characters just waiting to come alive with the
expressive talent and creativity of HHLT actors! From the bit-
ing wit and no-holds-barred honesty of Rose, to the nefarious
manipulation of Ben, to the ethereal prognostications of Clara,
every character in Old Hams is a rich and meaty feast. In
addition to the above three, there is the desperate, cynical
nurse Louise; the sweet, but determined heiress Sarah; Ben’s
handsome, unwitting accomplice David; Rose’s gentle, naïve
sister Iris; and the well-meaning, sometimes hapless duo, ag-
ing actors Eddie and Gus.

The play is “currently” scheduled for 8pm on Tuesday-
Thursday evenings, May 15-17.

Auditions will be on Thursday January 26 and Fri-
day January 27 from 7-9:30 in the Craft Room. Arrange-
ments can be made for alternative times. (Audition Forms are
available on our website http://hhlittletheater.wordpress.com/)

Please call Jane Becker (5466) to schedule an audition
time on the half hours. Scripts and audition forms will be avail-
able at the January 19 general meeting. We are eager to get
started. This is going to be fun!

Come play with us!

January   2012

The Newsletter
of the
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Little Theater

Play Time
If you feel nobody cares if you’re alive, try
missing a couple of rehearsals.
—Anonymous

Playwriting Contest Update
by Roger Rosario

The Committee has received SIX entries!! It has fin-
ished establishing criteria to evaluate the plays. The crite-
ria was developed using Aristotle’s elements of a play as a guide.

The plays will be distributed to the committee members to
be evaluated on January 11. The Committee hopes to come up
with a winner on March 6 when it meets and tallies the scores.
The winner will be announced at HHLT’s May Production.

Committee members are Roger Rosario, Jack Merelman,
Sharon Ferguson and Ed Prendergast.
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Local Theaters: V
by Bets Knepley

Prince William Little The-
atre (PWLT) is an award-win-
ning community theatre that
performs entertaining musi-
cals, dramas and comedies for
the local community.

It was created in 1984. It
is an all-volunteer theatre
which is partly funded by
grants from the Prince Will-
iam County Park Authority,
the City of Manassas and pri-
vate contributions.

PWLT has won NVTA
One Act Festival Awards,
Virginia Theatre Association
awards and Washington
Area Theatre Community
Honors (WATCH) awards.

Until  the Hylton Per-
forming Arts  Center  at
George Mason University,
PWLT performed in many
Prince William area schools.
It never had a permanent
home. Now it uses the Gre-
gory Family  Theatre  at
George Mason University.

PWLT also offers enter-
tainment for special func-
tions for a nominal fee.

For its 27th season it is
offering One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest, Baby and Red
Scare on Sunset.

PWLT is now seeking Di-
rectors for its 28th Season.
The company plans to pro-
duce three show (October
2012;  February and May
2013). Directors arer encour-
aged to submit inquiries, re-
sumes and proposals to Pam
Cribbs(jmemom@comcast.net).

More information can be
obtained on their website at
http://www.pwlt.org/ 



An Invitation to our Birthday Party
by Art Moscatello

Your are cordially invited
to attend a party to celebrate
HHLT’s 9th anniversary.

We plan to party after our
regular monthly meeting on Feb-
ruary 16 from 7:30-9:30pm in the
Mountain View Room of the Club-
house. Careful planning is in place
to have a memorable, entertaining
and fun time. Coffee, tea, water and
cookies will be served, topped off by a
delicious birthday cake. A party is NOT a party without
entertainment, so please add to the merriment by shar-
ing your talents with your fellow thespians. Volunteers
are requested to contact Art Moscatello. This is my first
activity as our newly elected Activities Director, so please
help me make this a gala affair by putting this date on
your calendar, RIGHT NOW, so you don’t forget to at-
tend.  Contact  Art  Moscatel lo ,  X5354,  email :
arthurmoscatello@comcast.net.

One Minute
Playwriting

from the San Francisco Gate
Newsletter

Creating watchable theater in
under 60 seconds might seem like a
tall order, but a New York theater
company is gaining notice by produc-

ing a motley assortment of short pieces
that “create a dialogue between the col-

lective conscious and the individual voice.”
The One-Minute Play Festival is working with sev-

eral cities-all which hope it will become an annual tradi-
tion.

The participating playwrights range from emerging
to experienced. As far as the frenetic nature of such a
short form, the emphasis of the festival is community
engagement.

“While the challenge for playwrights to examine what
can happen in just one minute is both inspiring and ar-
tistically intriguing, it’s the collective experience when
all of the plays and moments are shared together by a
group that makes the festival so special,” states one of
the founders.
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Walt Meyer

The Prez Sez...
Curtain Going Up
Mary Glascock, Art Moscatello, Kathryn Schmiel, and I look for-
ward to joining Betty Hitchcock, Sandy Mills and Ed Prendergast
on the board of the HHLT. I thank my fellow board members for
choosing me to serve as president for 2012. I will do my best to
justify their trust and yours. We look forward to a showstopper of a
year that will bring down the house.
Cast
We all play critical roles in the way the HHLT functions and it’s
important that every member receives accurate and timely infor-
mation. At our January meeting, a roster will be circulated. Check
it to ensure we have your correct street, e-mail addresses and phone
number. If you won’t be in attendance, please e-mail those pieces
of information to Mary Glascock, mjglascock@gmail.com.
Cost of Admission
January is the time to pay your annual dues. Please find a way to
get your $10 to Mary Glascock. The best way would be by bringing
it to the January meeting. If you can’t make the meeting, her ad-
dress is 13405 Brogue Court. If you don’t have an admission ticket,
you can’t take part in productions.
Act 1
Our first big event will be our birthday bash. Come celebrate
HHLT’s 9th birthday, on 2/16.  We will have a brief, 30-minute meet-
ing, followed by a star-studded cast party. See Art Moscatello’s ar-
ticle for more details.
Act 2
Old Hams, the spring play, will trot the boards May 15-17.  Get a
preview at the conclusion of the meeting. Based on the title, co-
directors Gene and Kathryn Schmiel should find not shortage of
talent in the club.
Scenery
There is scenery that has been taking up residence in Clare
Keating’s basement, which needs a new home. If you have an unin-
habited corner in your basement, the club would appreciate it if
you would agree to become one of our property masters.
Casting Call
Our Membership Chair, Betty Hitchcock, has some hot prospects for
our cast and crew, however, the more the merrier.  Be a talent scout,
and reach out to neighbors and friends in other groups and organiza-
tions. Hey, I was signed up at the St. Patrick’s Day party, two years ago.
Curtain Call
On behalf of the members of the HHLT, I extend many thanks to
Gene Schmiel, Ina Mayer, Goldie Grandy and Treva Whyte for their
dedicated and outstanding service over the past two years. They have
helped move the organization forward in so many ways.  I, and the newly
elected board members, know they will be a hard act to follow.

Consider This:
Should HHLT

Change Its
Play Cycle?
by Bets Knepley
Should the Heri-

tage Hunt Little The-
ater  be  concerned
about its shrinking
audiences? If your an-
swer is no, then no
changes are needed.

However, if your
answer is yes, then I
have a suggestion.

If you read my ar-
t ic le  last  month I
mentioned the de-
creasing size of our
audiences  from
around 800 to  390
over our eight years.
You might  want  to
ponder about whether
we should change our
play production cycle
which is May/Novem-
ber  to February/Au-
gust. I will introduce
this  subject  at  our
January meeting.

What do you
think? Email me your
opinion for inclusion
in PlayTime’s   new
Letter to the Editor
section. Thank you.
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A Play Review
by Bets Knepley

If you want to see a unique and entertaining play, you must see
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, now playing at the
Little Theatre of Alexandria from January 14 to February 4 (16 per-
formances!). Their website is http://www.thelittletheatre.com/ where
you can buy tickets online.

It is a one-act musical comedy which centers on a spelling bee,
run by three quirky grown-ups with six equally-quirky adolescent competitors. An unusual
aspect is that four real audience members are invited on stage to compete in the bee alongside
of the six actors, so be sure to brush up on your spelling. Another amusing aspect is that the
official pronouncer provides ridiculous usage-in-a-sentence examples, which will have you roll-
ing with laughter in the aisle.

Spelling Bee premiered on Broadway in 2005 and closed in 2008 after 1,136 performances. The
show won Tony Awards, Drama Desk Awards, the Lucille Lortel Award and a Theatre World Award.

My husband, Ed, and I saw the Reston Players Production last year and really loved it. And
I’m sure you will too. So put this on your calendar.



The Spotlight Is on Mary Glascock
by Bets Knepley

Mary Lentz Glascock is a South-
ern Belle from North Carolina. She
moved from Fairfax to HH in Novem-
ber 2010. Mary, along with an older
brother and sister, was born in Greens-

boro, NC and grew up there. She states
that her childhood home and neighborhood

have remained much the same. She enjoys
the role of “Extra Grandmother” with her nieces and neph-
ews when visiting them.

Mary earned her Bachelor’s Degree at Converse College,
a small Women’s College in Spartanburg, NC and her
Master’s at Virginia Tech. After spending 33 years in the
Fairfax County school system, she retired in 2002—after
teaching 3rd and 4th grade and ending as a Resource Reading Specialist.

Her theater “chops” were earned in college. She became interested in theater and had
the opportunity to be a “curtain puller” for a play. However that endeavor made her leave
the theatrical world abruptly, as she was told by the play’s star and director that she
didn’t open and close the curtain correctly during the curtain calls!! It wasn’t until she
moved to HH that her interest in theater returned. She leaped right into HHLT with two
roles in two consctutive plays. And now she’s our Treasurer!

Mary has been active with the Make a Wish Foundation since the 1980s and is now an
Emeritus Member of the Board. She also was the Volunteer Coordinator with the Reach
Out and Read organization at the Pediatric Center in Fairfax Hospital.

Urged by friends to move to HH, Mary says her first year here was one of her happiest.
She loves to explore all the small towns around HH. So if you see her, roaming the Vir-
ginia Byways, call out a “Hey” to her.
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2012 HHLT BOD
President

Walt Meyer
Vice President

Kathryn Schmiel
Secretary

Sandy Mills
Treasurer

Mary Glascock
Activities

Art Moscatello
Membership

Betty Hitchcock
Member-at-Large

Ed Prendergas



Do You Know?

HHLT’s Website
by Bets Knepley

Did you know that HHLT has a website
at http://hhlittletheater.wordpress.com/
If you have a question about HHLT, our web-
site is the first place you should check out.
And, if you want to walk down “Memory
Lane,” this is the place to be.

Yes, we have a long name, but that’s
what happens when the site is free. Our site

has gone through three different incarnations since its 2003 cre-
ation with three different webmasters—Ed Knepley, Rick Sullivan
and Bets Knepley.

What’s on our site? Well, not quite everything about HHLT yet,
but enough to see all of our past productions, boards and other activi-
ties plus some other very interesting topics.

If you have some information or photos that you think would
be great for our site, please contact me at X1360 or
bjknepley@comcast.net   Please bookmark our site so that you can
use it easily. Thank you.

Need Some Inspiration for the New Year?
by Bets Knepley

It’s the beginning of a new year and many of us have al-
ready made our “resolutions.” But, if you need some inspira-
tion, take a look at what these individuals are doing.Who said
oldies are candles blowing in the wind?

Floridian Bernice Bates, at 91, is the world’s oldest certified
yoga teacher, according to the Guinnes Book of Records.

Louise Neistat, a 92 year old grandmother and former
Rockette, is still teaching tap dancing. Every year for the last
45 years, she puts on a student show with proceeds going to
cancer research. Oh yes, she still performs in the show!! You
can see her dance on YouTube.

Eighty-seven year old Israeli Theater Actress Hanna
Maron has set the Guinnes record for being the actress with
the longest career on stage. Her career began at the age of four
and has lasted for 83 years.

Then there are the “Grandma and Grandpa Cheerlead-
ers” who performed at the last World Games.

And of course, we all know Helen Mirren who at 66 is still
going strong in the movie industry. She says, “...young and pretty
is lovely. But old and experienced has it beat every time.”

More information about the individuals above can be found
on the ArtAge Publications FaceBook page. ArtAge is an organi-
zation for older actors. HHLT has produced several plays from
ArtAge, including our present production, Old Hams.



Newsletter is edited & published
by Bets Knepley
HHLT Website

http://hhlittletheater.wordpress.com/



Do you know about the
organization called AACT?
The American Association of
Community Theatre (AACT)
provides networking, re-
sources and support to suit
the needs of all those involved
in community theatre, not
just Senior Little Theaters.

It provides networking,
festivals, advocacy and many
other resources.

AACT represents the
interests of more than 7,000
theatres across the United
States and its territories, as
well as theatre companies
with the armed forces over-
seas. There are more than a
1.5 million AACT volun-
teers. Its 7000 theatres pro-
duce over 46,000 produc-
tions per year— entertain-
ing an audience of 86 million
people.

Check their website at
http://www.aact.org/


