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AAAAATTENTION!TTENTION!TTENTION!TTENTION!TTENTION!!!!!!
A new feature has been added

to PlayTime.
You now can click on any BLBLBLBLBLUEUEUEUEUE

WORDWORDWORDWORDWORD or blue symbol ()  to move
you to other pages or websites.

Acting is merely the art of keeping a large group
of people from coughing
RRRRRalph Richardsonalph Richardsonalph Richardsonalph Richardsonalph Richardson



LLLLLove, Love, Love, Love, Love, Loss, and What I Woss, and What I Woss, and What I Woss, and What I Woss, and What I Woreoreoreoreore
from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Love, Loss, and What I Wore is a play written by
Nora and Delia Ephron based on the 1995 book of the
same name by Ilene Beckerman. It is organized as a
series of monologues. The subject matter of the mono-
logues includes women’s relationships and wardrobes
and at times the interaction of the two, using the fe-
male wardrobe as a time capsule of a woman’s life.

The play was initially presented as a part of the
2008 summer series at Guild Hall in East Hampton, New York,
and then as a benefit series at the DR2 Theatre in New York in
early 2009. Later the same year, it was produced Off-Broad-
way as an ongoing commercial theatrical production at the
Westside Theatre in New York, where it continues to run as the
second-longest running play in the theatre’s history. The pro-
duction won the 2010 Drama Desk Award for Unique Theatri-
cal Experience as well as the 2010 Broadway.com Audience
Award for Favorite New Off-Broadway Play.

The play has been produced on six continents and more
than eight countries. It began a national tour in the United
States in September 2011 in Chicago. And now it’s here atAnd now it’s here atAnd now it’s here atAnd now it’s here atAnd now it’s here at
Heritage Hunt!!Heritage Hunt!!Heritage Hunt!!Heritage Hunt!!Heritage Hunt!!

A character called Gingy acts as the narrator. The play
opens with her sketching various parts of her wardrobe that stir
the most poignant memories. With a running time of about 1
hour and 30 minutes, it is composed of 28 different stories that
seek to illuminate the female identity. Generally composed of
comic stories, the play often addresses sad, bitter or sentimental
issues, too.

Love, Loss, and What I Wore is staged in what is described as
an “unapologetically low-tech”
manner. The recol lections
about the clothing prompt the
women’s memories about their
mothers, boyfr iends, hus-
bands, ex-husbands, sisters
and grandchildren.

A big welcome toA big welcome toA big welcome toA big welcome toA big welcome to
ElizabethElizabethElizabethElizabethElizabeth
“Betsy“Betsy“Betsy“Betsy“Betsy”””””
MillerMillerMillerMillerMiller

our newestour newestour newestour newestour newest
membermembermembermembermember



Play RPlay RPlay RPlay RPlay Review:  eview:  eview:  eview:  eview:  PPPPPrivate Livesrivate Livesrivate Livesrivate Livesrivate Lives
by Bets Knepley

Private Lives is Noel Coward’s witty masterpiece which brims
with laughs, a touch of the naughty and honeymoon hi-jinx. It’s
about what happens when a man and his new wife show up for
a lovely honeymoon vacation in the south of France, only to
find that his ex-spouse is honeymooning in the suite next door.

Some might find Coward’s plays dated (it was written in
1930), but I was still entertained by this well-acted comedy that
the Wayside Theatre produced.

The five-member cast was superb. Each character was
developed to the nth degree. True—the characters were not
deep well developed ones, but the actors did a fantastic job
with what Coward gave them.

Thomasin Savaiano, a Wayside regular and Equity actor,
really portrayed Amanda in all her glory. Also an Equity actor,
Peter Boyer, as Elyot, her former husband, was the perfect foil
to Thomasin. They matched each other beat for beat. Their
fights were minor masterpieces of combat choreography.

The scenes zipped along at a crackling pace. The lan-
guage was sharp and
the British accents
were properly posh.

The colorful cos-
tumes were perfect
for the t ime and
place. The scenery
was cleverly built, us-
ing the full stage-from
the very front edge to
the furthest back wall.
During the two 10-
minute intermissions, I
watched the all-fe-
male stage crew dismantle the first scene, swing the flats
around and move furniture. However, in the first scene, my
sight-line was blocked by a plant. Surprised that this could
happen at Wayside.

Director Warner Crocker com-
pares this play to the TV show
Seinfeld. “It’s about nothing, he
stated.” He also adds, “(The audi-
ence) will see a little bit of them-
selves in Elyot and Amanda as well
as in Sybil and Victor. Comedy
works best when the audience can
recognize themselves in the char-
acters. And that’s what I think makes
it so wonderfully funny.”
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LLLLLocal Theatersocal Theatersocal Theatersocal Theatersocal Theaters
by Bets Knepley

Many of our local little the-
atres are starting their 2012-13
season. I think that there are
some interesting productions
in store for us.

Ways ide Theat re  in
Middletown starts its season
early in June with Hank Will-
iams:  Lost Highway. Since I am
a country music lover, I saw it
and enjoyed it. And I saw their
second one, Private Lives (as
noted to the right). However
I’m skipping  all the rest of their
season unt i l  thei r  las t  one
which starts in March, The 25th
Annual Putnam County Spell-
ing Bee. I saw this a few years
ago in Reston and loved it. So,
if you have some free time in
March/April 2013, I urge you to
see this unique play.

Legally Blonde, the Musi-
cal seems to be a hot item.
McLean Community Players
and Shenandoah both pro-
duced it recently. However, if
you missed it, you still have the
opportunity to see it as the
Reston Players will open their
season with it in September.

P lease do go to  see
Vpstart’s first play, Arsenic and
Old Lace in the Hylton Center’s
Gregory Family Theatre. And of
course, you’ll get to see two
HHLT members, Dot Schuetze
and Gene Schmiel starring.
Congratulations to both of you!

Fauquier Community The-
atre will open with Music Man
in October.

Winchester Little Theatre
presents Deathtrap starting Au-
gust 31 and running to Sep-
tember 15.

More next month.  

Boyer and SavaianoBoyer and SavaianoBoyer and SavaianoBoyer and SavaianoBoyer and Savaiano
as Elyot and Amandaas Elyot and Amandaas Elyot and Amandaas Elyot and Amandaas Elyot and Amanda

Theresa McGuirk and KTheresa McGuirk and KTheresa McGuirk and KTheresa McGuirk and KTheresa McGuirk and Kevinevinevinevinevin
Grubb as Sybil and VictoGrubb as Sybil and VictoGrubb as Sybil and VictoGrubb as Sybil and VictoGrubb as Sybil and Victorrrrr
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Walt

The PThe PThe PThe PThe Prez Sez...rez Sez...rez Sez...rez Sez...rez Sez...
Arsenic and Old LArsenic and Old LArsenic and Old LArsenic and Old LArsenic and Old Laceaceaceaceace
Congratulations to two of HHLT’s own, Dot Schuetze and Gene
Schmiel, for landing roles in the Vpstart Crow production of
Arsenic and Old Lace, at the Hylton Center. They will be re-
prising the roles they played in HHLT’s 2010 spoof Larceny
and Old Lace, only this time using the words of playwright
Joseph Kesselring. There are seven performances, starting
with a preview on September 27 at 8pm, followed by regular
performances September 28-30 and October 5-7. Friday and
Saturday performances are at 8pm and Sunday matinees
start at 2:30pm. Mark your calendars and let’s have a nice
crowd to show our support for Dot and Gene. The board dis-
cussed the possibility of going as a group. More on Thursday.
Sweet Smell of SuccessSweet Smell of SuccessSweet Smell of SuccessSweet Smell of SuccessSweet Smell of Success
That’s what our nominating committee is seeking. Kathryn
Schmiel, Roger Delrosario, Bets Knepley, Ed Prendergast and
Dot Schuetze have identified potential candidates to fill the
seat of Betty Hitchcock, Sandy Mills and Ed Prendergast. Calls
will be made, starting in September, to assess interest in run-
ning. If called upon, please say that you will run. Elections
will take place in November.
A Good Man is Hard to FA Good Man is Hard to FA Good Man is Hard to FA Good Man is Hard to FA Good Man is Hard to Findindindindind
The rehearsals for Love, Loss and What I Wore are going very
well. The casting is excellent and the all-female cast is nearing
going off book. However, MJ needs men to play key parts be-
hind the scenes. Painting, set construction and deconstruction
are down the road.  Her most immediate need is stage manag-
ers. Gentlemen, if you have always wanted to tell women where
to go, with out risking life and limb, consider taking one of these
roles. Drop MJ a note at mjbrickmjbrickmjbrickmjbrickmjbrickach@comcast.netach@comcast.netach@comcast.netach@comcast.netach@comcast.net.
New Kid on the BlockNew Kid on the BlockNew Kid on the BlockNew Kid on the BlockNew Kid on the Block
At our last meeting, we had four potential new members in
attendance. Membership Chair Betty Hitchcock has already
signed one of them up. Welcome our newest member, Eliza-
beth “Betsy” Miller.
Good TimesGood TimesGood TimesGood TimesGood Times
For those of us who stayed around after the general meet-
ing, we had a great time with the improvisations that Art
Moscatello arranged. Art has other theater-related post-meet-
ing activities in the planning stages.
Sweet Charity – PSweet Charity – PSweet Charity – PSweet Charity – PSweet Charity – Pararararart IIt IIt IIt IIt II
Last month we announced with great certainty that four HH
performing groups, including HHLT, will be participating in a
fundraiser for Prince William Hospital, on June 30, 2013, at
2:30 and 7pm. Well, scratch that date (for now). It seems a
problem arose in getting the ballroom. Stay tuned for details
as they unfold. 
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Newsletter is edited & publishedNewsletter is edited & publishedNewsletter is edited & publishedNewsletter is edited & publishedNewsletter is edited & published
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bjknepley@comcast.netbjknepley@comcast.netbjknepley@comcast.netbjknepley@comcast.netbjknepley@comcast.net

703-743-1360703-743-1360703-743-1360703-743-1360703-743-1360
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     Did YDid YDid YDid YDid You Knowou Knowou Knowou Knowou Know...............
by Bets Knepley

That Senior The-
atre is one of the fast-

est growing forms of the per-
forming arts.?

Like any passion, theatre
becomes much more inter-
est ing when you immerse
yourself in it.

And what joy comes from
immersing yourself in theatre.
There’s something you can
learn from every element of
this fascinating field. So try it—
usher, take classes, work
backstage, sell tickets, read
plays, audition and attend as
many shows as you can.

Then you may get that
sense of why you loved it so.
Was it the cast, or maybe it
was the script or the audi-
ence... or perhaps “It was
because the magic of the-
atre works at any age!”
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YYYYYou’re the Jurou’re the Jurou’re the Jurou’re the Jurou’re the Jury—The State vs. Max Coopery—The State vs. Max Coopery—The State vs. Max Coopery—The State vs. Max Coopery—The State vs. Max Cooper
A SynopsisA SynopsisA SynopsisA SynopsisA Synopsis

by  Kathryn Schmiel

Recent productions by Heritage Hunt Little Theatre have included a
wide variety of theatrical genres. From the high, historic drama of Judg-
ment at Nuremberg to the poignant, quirky play A Few Good Years to
the slapstick comedy of Old Hams, HHLT has presented theatrical perfor-
mances to appeal to the wide variety of tastes of our audiences. One
type of production not seen recently on our stage, however, is the audi-
ence participation courtroom drama in which the audience acts as the
jury and determines the verdict.

One such play, which is on the list of approved plays in our library, is You’re the Jury—The State
vs. Max Cooper by Steve and Susan Shear. This play is especially appropriate for our audience as it
takes play in a “tranquil community,” surrounding a golf course. The residents’ peace and tranquility
is broken by the arrival of the unemployed and disreputable son of one of the residents whose
actions soon begin to infuriate and agitate his neighbors. Some of the neighbors even create a
posse (called the “fearsome five”) to keep watch over the newcomer. The action comes to a climax
when murder is committed and one of the most upstanding members of the community is brought to
trial. Revealed secrets and conflicting testimony confuse the seemingly clear cut case as the eccen-
tric and amusing residents are called to testify. Interaction with the audience is provided by a roam-
ing TV reporter who interviews “members of the public.” In the end the audience, as the jury, must
decide the fate of Max Cooper.

The play has twenty characters, the great majority of whom can be played by either men or
women. Clear instructions are included for staging the play either cabaret-style or theater-style, as
well as directions for blocking and set design and organization. A complete list of props contains
samples of exhibits such as a map of the crime scene and a phone bill. Consequences for three
possible verdicts (guilty, not guilty, and hung jury) are spelled out.

This play provides creative fun for actors and ample opportunity for audience participation.

July General Meeting MinutesJuly General Meeting MinutesJuly General Meeting MinutesJuly General Meeting MinutesJuly General Meeting Minutes
President Walt Meyer welcomed Carole Gathright, Elizabeth Miller

and Cathy and Randy Stachel.
Treasurer Mary Glascock reported a balance of $8657.78.
Vice President Kathryn Schmiel asked for volunteers for the Nominating Com-

mittee. Dot Schuetze and Roger del Rosario volunteered. Kathryn also asked for
volunteers for the Playwriting Contest Committee. Sharon Ferguson, Gene Schmiel
and Nancy Mahevich agreed to join Bets Knepley on this committee.

There was a discussion on whether to use the Marsh Mansion for our annual picnic and hiring a
bartender. The members present were fairly split on using the Mansion, with the majority not caring.
Eight to ten were in favor of a bartender.

Also there was a discussion on the budget presented by Mary Glascock.
Sandy Mills polled those present on the ticket price for the Hospital Benefit Show.
Director M. J. Brichach introduced the cast of Love, Loss, or What I Wore. She said this play will

be advertised “For Mature Audiences Only.” She stated that this was to be an equal employment
opportunity and all were encouraged to participate behind the scenes in various projects.

Full minutes can be read on HHLTs website http://www.hhlittletheater.wordpress.com/

HighlightsHighlightsHighlightsHighlightsHighlights

JULJULJULJULJULYYYYY
MinutesMinutesMinutesMinutesMinutes

of our


