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From the President

From the Director
by M.J. Brickach

Hound of the
Clackervilles has been
cast and the director is
walking around with a big
smile on her face. At our
first read- through last
month, I listened while the

author’s words in the pages
of the script were brought fully

to life by the competent actors
reading them. Everyone in the cast
seems perfectly right for the roles I have
given them. I couldn’t be happier. Re-
hearsals are well underway, blocking
has been completed, and the actors
must now learn their lines, their stage
movements, and their characterizations.
Also, they must constantly deal with a
conflict: how to meet the demands of
time, energy, and sustained interest for
the play as well as carry on with their
daily commitments of “real life.” This, as
we all know, is no easy task!

Our stellar cast is composed of Jim
Campbell, Alan Mager, Aileen Drennan,
Jim Burwell, Arlene Maroney, Dot
Schuetze, Joanne Smith, Sandy Mills,
Goldie Grandy, Ed Baier, Pat Boggs,
Joey Wagner, Carol Katchmark, Yvonne
Stathis, Helen Esposito, Joyce Mancini,
Rick Sullivan, Jane Becker, Tina Mullins,
Bill Harrison, Sil Zinicola, Nanette Ross, Art
Moscatello, and Lana Krogman, as wellHelen Esposito

Continued on page 4

Fall has arrived and we are
“falling” back into our routines.
MJ has selected a fabulous cast
for our upcoming production.
Several people will be making
their HHLT debut with “Hound….”

Sandy Mills is diligently work-
ing on some very important HHLT
business. She is looking for nomi-
nees for our 2007 Board. Our
Board is made up of seven mem-
bers elected by the general
membership. Among the Board
members, they select the officers.
There will be three vacancies on
the Board in 2007. Yes, it does
involve some work. And, yes, it is
very rewarding to be able to
contribute your talents to the
ongoing success of HHLT. Give
Sandy a call on 5175 if you’d like
to run for office to be a part of
the 2007 HHLT management
team.

Our next General Meeting is
on September 28 at 7:00pm in the
ballroom (before rehearsal). I
hope to see you there.

You need three things in the theater - the play, the actors
and the audience,—and each must give something.
Kenneth Haigh
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Dates to Remember

September Meeting
Thurs, Sept 28th at 7pm in the Ball Room

November Meeting
Election of Officers

Mon, Nov 20 in the Board Room

The Theater Workshop
Cancelled until January 2007

Pre-Ticket Sales for Cast & Crew
Thursday, Oct 12--6 to 7pm in Ball Room

General Ticket Sales
October 17, 18, 19 & 20

(See article for complete info)

Fall Production Dates
November 15, 16, 17 & 18

October Newsletter Deadline
Sunday, Oct 15

Membership
by Nanette Ross

President
Helen Esposito
Vice President

Sandy Mills
Secretary

Grace  Baier
Treasurer

Jim Campbell
Activity/Program Chair

Joyce Mancini
Communications Chair

Rick Sullivan
At-Large

Nanette Ross

Board of Directors

Ticket Sales Information
by Bets Knepley

The Presale of tickets
to cast and crew will be on
Thursday, October 12 in
the ball room, before a
scheduled rehearsal.

General tickets sales
as follows:

Sales for each evening will be from 6 to 8 pm.
On Wednesday, Oct 18th, tickets will be sold

in the Billiards Room
for the Wednesday, Nov 15th show.

On Thursday, Oct 19th, tickets will be sold
in the Board Room

for the Thursday, Nov 16th show.
On Friday, Oct 20th, tickets will be sold

in the Board Room
for the Friday, Nov 17th show.

On Saturday, Oct 21st, tickets will be sold
in the Board Room

for the Saturday Nov 18th show.

Tickets are $26 per person
($19 for your dinner & $7 for Little Theater).
There is a purchase limit of eight (8) tickets  per
person for each evening. Also, when tickets
are purchased, the buyer will need to select
 from a choice of two entrees: Chicken Rou-
lade or Shrimp & Scallop Scampi. For further
information, call Elena Portoles at 1820.

I’m happy to report that we have three
new members as of last month. This brings
our membership to sixty eight.

We welcome Lois Cozzi , a new resi-
dent of Heritage Hunt. Lois has experience
in the areas of costumes, lighting and
scenery. Although she works full time she
has already served on the costumes com-
mittee and is in charge of costumes for our
current production. Lynn Block, who initi-
ated and serves as musical director of the
women’s chorus earned a role in Hound of
the Clackervilles. Our other new member is
Nan Hepp, a long time resident of Heritage
Hunt, who also earned a role in our current
production.



 The report
of the costume sub-
sidy committee will
be given at the
September meeting.

 Sandy
Mills is forming a
Nomination Committee.

There will be three openings for
the Board.

A nomination slate will be pre-
sented at the October meeting and voting
will take place at the November meeting.

Ideas for contributions will be
taken at the October meeting.

Sight & Bite event will take
place on October 8th--play, The Seagull,
followed by dinner at Olive Garden. Cost
for both is $32.

Ed Yablonski reported on the
current status of the Sight and Sound Crew.

Director M.J. Brichach stated
that HotC (Hound of the Clackervilles) was
selected in reference to a survey showing
preference for larger cast and not a musi-
cal.

Performance dates for HotC
were changed to November 15, 16, 17 and
18 to accommodate two weekend perfor-
mances.

Discussion about paying a
musician was viewed negatively.

Props of an old desk and two
overstuffed chairs are needed.

Lana Krogman volunteered her
garage for painting the sets.

There will be no general meet-
ing in December, but a transitional meet-
ing between the old and new Boards will
be held.

Highlights
from the
August
Minutes
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WHY I TOOK AN ACTING CLASS
by Helen Esposito

When my friend Cathie Schlupf saw
the notice on channel 3 about a theater
group at HH, she begged me to go with
her. When I learned that dancers were
needed for the production, I signed up.  I
knew I could learn dances. Then along
came Westward Whoa and no need for
dancers. I did audition for a speaking
role, and actually got one. Now the test.
Could I memorize lines and actually
remember them on a stage in front of 200
plus of my neighbors and friends? I did it!
I didn’t get stage fright! But I also felt that
I didn’t do as good a job as I probably
could have. All I did was speak sentences
I had memorized.

Some people can learn by reading a
book —not me. I need the discipline of a
classroom environment. So I was happy
to notice an acting class offered by
NOVA conveniently on their Manassas
campus. And I was thrilled when Sandy
Mills decided to also take the class.

Besides helping to build my confi-
dence as a result of the numerous class-
room exercises and assignments, I did
learn several helpful acting techniques
such as giving and taking focus and
looking for changes in beats.

I grew up with TV and have been to
many live productions. But I now realize I
never really noticed what the actors were
doing on stage and screen. I now feel
that I am more aware of what is actually
going on and can sometimes even put a
label on the actors’ actions.

But NOVA alone has not been helpful
to me. Thank you Bets Knepley for all the
time and effort you have put into
Reader’s Theater. Many of the topics you
presented reinforced what the professor
at Nova covered.

Now if I could actually put into prac-
tice what I learned………….
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as four new members, Lynne Block, Gene Brickach, Nancy Hepp, and Ina Mayer,
whom we welcome to HHLT.

We also welcome our new costume designer Lois Cozzi, a very resourceful lady
whose job it is to help each one dress appropriately for the role and the time period.
Sandy Iasiello, returning as makeup designer, will create all those finishing touches
for faces and hair that she does so well.

Janice Zinicola, Lucy Modrak, and Joey Wagner have volunteered to paint scen-
ery for set designer Alan Mager and Dave Milbradt has volunteered to work on
sound. Lynn Levvis has agreed to teach some dance steps to our Clackerville hillbil-
lies.

I am still looking for a props chairperson, a musician who plays the piano, and a
volunteer from the Heritage Hunt LSTV crew to come to rehearsals when we’re in the
ballroom and create the lighting effects that the script calls for.

As you can see, to launch a theatrical production does indeed “take a village.”
The play’s the thing!

Hound of Clackervilles (HotC)
Cast & Crew—September 2006

Photo by Ed Knepley



2006-07 Neighborhood
Community Theaters’ Season

by Bets Knepley

We are fortunate to live in an area
with a plethora of community theaters.
The following community theaters  offer a
wide variety of plays for our viewing.

Fauquier Community Theater, in
Warrenton, presents its 2006/07 season:
Joseph & the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat, Arsenic & Old Lace, The
Woman in Black, No Sex Please, We’re
British and The Will Rogers Follies. For more
info, call 540-349-8760 or www.fctstage.org

The Castaways Repertory Theater,
in Woodbridge, presents its new sea-
son with Spider’s Web, Twelve Angry
Men and Barefoot in the Park. For
more information, call 703-508-5418 or
visit www.castawaystheatre.org

2nd Flight Productions at the Cramer
Center, Manassas, will present Bat Boy:
the Musical, Picasso at the Lapin Agile
and The Kid Who Talked to Penguins.
For more info call 703-365-8350 or visit
www.2ndflightproductions.com

Vpstart Crow Productions will present
an ambitious slate at the Cramer Center
in Manassas—The Seagull, Much Ado
About Nothing and The Ghost Sonata.
For more info, call 703-365-0240 or visit
www.vpstartcrow.com

The Prince William Little Theatre
will present Driving Miss Daisy, Cotton
Patch Gospel and Radio TBS at vari-
ous venues. For info, call 703-330-7796
or visit www.pwlt.org

Rooftop Productions will present
My Name is Alice at the Center for the
Arts in Manassas. For more info, call
703-330-2787 or visit www.center-for-
the-arts.com/rooftop.htm

The Woodbridge Theatre Group will
present The Importance of Being Earnest
and The Elephant Man at NVCC in
Woodbridge. For info call 703-878-5750 or
visit www.nvcc.edu/woodbridge/theatre

More news about other area Little
Theaters next month.

A Review: Othello
by Bets Knepley

Several Heritage Hunt
residents have told me
about the Wayside Theatre
in Middletown, VA. Recently,
I’ve had the opportunity to
see two of their productions, The Smell of the
Kill and Othello. Loved both of them, but, of
course, I’m easily pleased.

Now, I’m not a big fan of Shakespeare.
I’ve only seen one other live production,
The Tempest, in Vermont. At both, I was
somewhat at sea, not being able to fully
understand the dialogue or plot.

However, Wayside was kind enough to
include (as an insert in the program) a
synopsis of the plot plus glossary of terms
as well as some intriguing facts about
Shakespeare and Othello. With all that info,
I enjoyed the play that much better.

The performance was almost flawless.
The set was simple, yet dramatic. (Their stage
is very deep.) And the costumes were almost
as good as ours in When in Rome. The block-
ing was unique, with sometimes a stillness
that added to the tension. The lighting also
was used sparingly, but wisely, creating
certain shadows and highlighting as
needed. The orignal music set the atmo-
sphere right from the beginning.

Wayside is an equity theater. “Equity
theater” means that the people who are
putting on performances hold union
cards. Also to achieve equity status,
theaters must meet certain criteria in
ticket sales, audience size, and in the
number and types of plays the theater
puts on each year. All but one of the main
characters in Othello were equity, as well
as many of the crew.

If you have a chance, please schedule
a visit to this theater. It’s about 50 minutes
away. Parking is on the street. Almost all the
seats are good and there is a balcony, too.

I think it would be great for our
Workshop to consider discussing a play,
both before and after we see it. What
do you think?

(Visit Wayside at www.waysidetheatre.org)
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