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From the President

TCC:  Part Four
by Bets Knepley, Director

TCC is rolling
merrily along. The
actors are now off-
book. Oh oh, we
all know what that
means! And they
are doing great.

All our crews
are hard at
work. Their pre-
liminary work is

done and now it’s hands-on-time. So far
we’re right on schedule. Whew!

More members have stepped up and
volunteered. Jack Merelman has agreed
to entertain our audiences before and
during dinner with lilting piano music. I’m
sure everyone will enjoy his artistry.

Natalie June, Helen Kriegel, Lois Pot-
ter, Arlene Maroney and Gayle Chisholm
have volunteered to help Elena sell tick-
ets during our four-day sessions. Nan
Hepp is helping Denny organize the nu-
merous props needed for this play. Ed
Baier has joined
the scenery
crew.

Lanna
Krogman has
again gra-
ciously allowed
her garage to
be used for
scenery con-Nanette Ross

This is turning out to be an exciting
year for HHLT.

I was concerned that because TCC is
a small cast production, attendance at
our general meetings would drop. This of
course has not happened. So many of
you joined the production staff, that
membership involvement is high. This is as
it should be. There are many fine plays
that have small casts and large produc-
tion staffs. Just a look at the credits follow-
ing any show confirms this.

In addition to our dinner theater
production we have two other avenues
that offer opportunities for our members to
get involved in HHLT. The first is the Work-
shop, the educational arm of HHLT which
developed from Readers Theater. Bets
Knepley has graciously agreed to serve as
workshop coordinator. Don’t miss the first
workshop meeting on Saturday, March 17
from 10am to noon in the Craft Room.
Learn “How to Read a Play.”

The other avenue for members to
become involved is to become a part of
COP our community outreach program,
coordinated by Ina Mayer. At our general
meeting on March 22 , Ina Mayer, Joyce
Mancini, Grace and Ed Baier will present a
sample of entertainment called “Just for
the Fun of It” prior to its presentation at the
Rehabilitation Center.

Yes! This is going to be an exciting
year for Heritage Hunt Little Theater.
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 VP Bill Harrison
called the meeting to
order at 7pm in the
Marsh Mansion.

Bets Knepley
discussed The Work-
shop. The topic for the
March 17th meeting is

How to Read a Play.
Bets encourages mem-

bers who plan to attend to wear green &
bring an Irish joke, poem or song to share.

Joyce Mancini reported that the
Sight and Bite for the FCT Will Rogers Folly
will be held on May 6th.  Dinner will follow
at the Stonewall Country Club. The theater
ticket is $12 and the dinner is $25 due to
Joyce as soon as possible.

 Ina Mayer’s efforts on the Commu-
nity Outreach Program are moving forward.

Pat Boggs proposed that a packet
of information for new and current members
be developed to inform members of the
various jobs that are available and necessary
to run the HHLT. After considerable discussion,
it was decided to take the issue back to the
Board for a more specific definition.

M.J. Brickach shared a thank you
note from the donation received by FCT.

Alan Mager requested assistance
in putting up and taking down the set for
TCC.  A sign-up sheet was distributed.

Highlights
from the
February
Minutes

Dates to Remember
March General Meeting

Thurs, March 22 at 7pm, Craft Room
Ticket Sales

March 20, 21, 22 & 23
6:00 - 8:00pm  —  Board Room

April Newsletter Article Deadline
Tues, April 10th

April General Meeting—CHANGE
Thurs, April 19 at 7pm

Spring Production Dates
April 24, 25, 26 & 27
Sight & Bite Night

May 6
The May Workshop

Sat, May 19 at 10am—Craft Room
Be the Heritage Hunt Idol

Complete entry form
The June Workshop

June 9th at 9:30am in the Board Room
Light Refreshments Offered

Character Analysis by
Professor Kathyrn O’Sullivan, NVCC

Proposed Fall Production Dates
November 6, 7, 8 & 9

Please Support Little Theater
If you haven’t already done so,

please submit your annual dues. The
amount is $10 for renewal and $25 for first
time members. Dues may be paid only
by check or cash. Make checks payable
to Heritage Hunt Little Theater (HHLT). If
you can’t attend a meeting, you can
mail to Rick Sullivan, at 13591 Ryton Ridge
Lane, Gainesville, VA. 20155. Your dues
subsidize production costs and other
expenses, such as the newsletter, web
site, summer picnic, the Workshop and
much needed light and sound upgrades.
You must be current in your dues to
participate in any HHLT production.

President
Nanette Ross

Vice President
Bill Harrison
Secretary

Denny Cumber
Treasurer

Rick Campbell
Activity/Program Chair

Joyce Mancini
Communications Chair

Pat Boggs
Member-at-Large

Jim Campbell

Board of Directors
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A Few Snaps
from our
Fourth

Birthday
Blast
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Another little theater convention
awaits you! Although this one is not a senior
theater one. The Metrolina Theatre
Association of Charlotte, NC, and its 14
Community Theatre Member Organiza-
tions, cordially invite you to join them
for AACT Fest ‘07, and “The Queen City
Experience.”

Some of the AACT Fest ’07 High-
lights are:

—Theatre guru Ben Cameron (Execu-
tive Director of Theatre Communications
Group) will be our keynote speaker

—Workshops, lecture demonstrations
and panel discussions will be led by some
of the country’s most outstanding arts
professionals with topics for all levels of
theatre

—New for AACT Fest ’07 is The Senior
Theatre Seminar

—Our “Welcome to Charlotte” cel-
ebration will be held in the state-of-the-art
ImaginOn, home of Children’s Theatre of
Charlotte

—Casual post-performance gatherings
pool side will give you a chance to meet,
mix and mingle with people from theatres
of your size and budget

—There will be a Spectacular Awards
Gala on closing night of the Festival

—There’s a covered over-street walk-
way from hotel to theatre; everything
during AACTFest ’07 is within easy walking
distance (no rental car needed)

—Use the convenient on-line OMNI
Charlotte hotel and festival registration

—A decrease in hotel costs (only $95),
lowest since 2001

—A separate but related AACT Man-
agement Conference is available for all
who ‘run things’ at the theatre!

Festival Rates:  Individual AACT Mem-
ber before May 31, 2007 is $195

Individual Non-AACT Member before
May 31, 2007 is $225

Individual AACT Member after May 31,
2007 is $220

Individual Non-AACT Member after
May 31, 2007 is $250

Some facts about the new exciting
Senior Theatre Seminar:

One of the challenges facing today’s
Community Theatres is creating opportuni-
ties for mature actors. Many popular scripts
tend to be based on stereotypic or quirky
characters, and mature actors are not
provided the opportunity to utilize and
apply all that their theater and life experi-
ences have taught them. AACTFest ’07 will
provide opportunities for mature actors by
offering a venue in which they can extend,
explore, and employ their talents and past
experiences. Mobility or vision problems are
not limitations.

AACT’s own Joan E. Kole will lead the
seminar. Using the comedy play, A Per-
plexing Situation by S. Jennie Smith, par-
ticipants will audition, be cast, rehearse,
and perform the play during the festival.
The performance may utilize a combina-
tion of common Senior Theatre styles,
including reader’s theatre, life review,
traditional, or perform with script in hand.

If you are interested in auditioning for
the performance, and would like an ad-
vance copy of the script emailed to you,
please email Joan at jekdirector@rockriver.net
using A Perplexing Situation in the sub-
ject line. On-site auditions will be wel-
comed as well—as long as those audi-
tioning are at least 55 years of age!

Local community theaters selected
for participation in AACT Fest ‘07 are:
The Sliver Spring Stage in Silver Spring,
MD and The Port Tobacco Players, Inc.
in La Plata, MD. The Springfield Com-
munity Theatre in Springfield, VA was
also chosen.

For complete information, go on-
line and try the AACT website

 http://www.aact.org/index.htm
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The Workshop
by Bets Knepley, Workshop Coordinator

The first Workshop of the year was held on Saturday, March 17th
from 10am to Noon in the Craft Room. The topic was How to Read a
Play and the discussion was led by Bets Knepley. This Workshop was
announced in the February newsletter, at the February General
Meeting, an email reminder and on Channel 18. Attendees were
encouraged to bring an Irish poem, song and/or joke to perform &
share. Prizes and applause were bestowed.

Our next Workshop will take place on May 19th at 10am in the Craft Room. It will be a
takeoff on the TV show, American Idol. All members are invited to participate. Please com-
plete the entry form at the bottom of the page. We will have a great deal of fun. Who will be
our first Heritage Hunt Idol? There’s no April Workshop, so you’ll have a lot of time to prepare.
And the judges will be enthusiastic, gentle and encouraging.

Our June Workshop, led by Kathryn O’Sullivan, Professor of Drama at NVCC,
Manassas Campus, will take place on June 9th at 9:30am in the Board Room. The topic
will be Character Analysis. Coffee, tea, decaf & pastries will be served. A small fee of $5
may be charged little theater members and $6.50 for nonmembers. Please contact Bets
at 1360 if you plan to attend this ground-breaking Workshop.

Depending on member interest, we may invite other guest speakers. Please com-
plete the Workshop Interest Poll below & return to Bets. Thank you. We need our sugges-
tions. Member input is very important for the success of The Workshop.

Entry Form for the Heritage Hunt Idol
Saturday, May 19th at 10am in the Craft Room

Each contestant or group must perform a song, a dance & a joke. Four minute time limit.
These three elements may be combined in a skit, monologue or whatever else you can
create. Must provide your own music. Start preparing now! You’ll have a ton of fun!!!
Name(s)________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact # or email____________________________________________________________________
Please mail or email this info to Bets at 13748 Charismatic Way or bjknepley@comcast.net

The Workshop Interest Poll
We need your input as to what types of Workshop topics that you’re interested in. Please
check all areas below that are of interest are to you. Thank you

Character Analysis  Directing    Stage Management 
Scenery Design        Theater History    Why Block a Scene? 
Accents                    Stage Business  Movement     
Improvisation            Costuming    Light & Sound          
Play Writing               Voice Projection  Dance       
Your Suggestions______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

Please mail or email this info to Bets at 13748 Charismatic Way or bjknepley@comcast.net
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Don’t Be a
Do-Nothing

by Bets Knepley, Editor

Have you enjoyed reading
about our members’ little

theater experiences? Do you have an
experience that you’d like to share? Or
did you see a play that you’d like to tell
our members about?

If each member wrote one short
article a year, our newsletter would be
so much more informative. That’s not
asking much, is it? Contact Bets at 1360
or bjknepley@comcast.net          Thanks!!

HELP
Wanted

Our Neighbors,
The Falls Run Players

by Bets Knepley

Please support our neighbor senior the-
ater, The Falls Run Players, by going to see
their next play, a comedy, Reunited, by
Penny Petersen. It’s about five friends from
college who have been meeting once
every ten years for 47 years to relive the fun
and frolic of their youth. This year their get-
together leads to two love triangles, lost
friends who reappear, some friendships
which are lost and finally all are “reunited.”

Their venue is the Enon Community
Center located at 791 Truslow Road,
Fredericksburg, VA 22406. It’ll take you
around 50+ minutes to get there, de-
pending on traffic. (Use MayQuest.)

 Performance dates are April 28 & 29
and May 5 & 6. The show starts at 7pm with
doors opening at 6:30. Cookies and punch
are served at the intermission! And, perhaps,
you’ll get a tour of their facilities after
the play.

Please call Peg Balfour at 540-371-5254
to purchase your tickets which cost $8 per
person. You’ll be glad you did!

Community Outreach
by Ina Mayer, Coordinator

The Community Outreach program is
planning to present our first show at the
March 22nd meeting of Little Theater. Joyce
Mancini, Grace and Ed Baier and Ina Mayer
have been rehearsing “Just For The Fun of It”
and hope you will come to see our first en-
deavor. Joyce has come up with a catchy
name, The “Little Theater Troupe” instead of
Community Outreach Program (COP).

There will be a meeting of the entire
group of members who are interested in
participating in the project. Please phone
or e-mail Ina Mayer (chia35@comcast .net
or #1906). if you are interested in joining
this new phase of Little Theater.

struction and painting. And we are al-
ways so thankful to Claire Keating for the
use of her basement for storage.

We approached the Celebration
Singers again, in a hope, that we could
negotiate a compromise that would
allow us to leave our scenery on stage in
order to have more than one rehearsal
with it. Unfortunately, we, again, could
not reach an agreement that was satis-
factory to both sides. Sigh! That means
the actors, lighting, sound, and stage
crew will only have one rehearsal with
full scenery and props. I know that we all
will come through will flying colors, but,
at what cost?

Publicity has consisted of the usual—
flyers in the Club House, Marsh Mansion and
Fitness Center; announcements in the Horn
and on Channel 18 and the Heritage Hunt
Website ; plus an easel will be set up in the
Club House Lobby about a week before
ticket sales. We also tried a new approach
by having little theater members, who
belonged to other HH groups/clubs, distrib-
ute flyers at their meetings. If you belong to
a group/club and would like to give out
flyers there, please call Bets (1360). Thanks.

The show must go on!

Continued from page 1



In the Spot Light
Meet Art Moscatello

by Sandy Mills

Under that quiet, unassuming exterior beats the heart of an
artist and it shows itself in various ways. For Art Moscatello, a love
of music was there from the youngest of ages, when he “per-
formed” dances for his family. Although he has no formal train-
ing, Art loves to dance and has a natural rhythm and grace. He

loves music, especially the big band sound and arias from opera.
Growing up in Bayonne, New Jersey gave Art a love of small towns. He remembers

always having plenty of kids to play with as a child, fun with high school chums at the local
ice cream parlor, and as a young man, meeting buddies at the local tavern (one on every
corner) for a beer, to play darts and shuffleboard, and talk about girls and baseball. Joining
the Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) as a young man, Art was involved in plays, dancing,
and oratorical contests. He says in one of the plays he was cast as a football hero, only to
find out later that his size dictated his role. They needed someone they could lift on their
shoulders and so were not looking for a hefty man. The girls at the CYO are responsible for
teaching Art ballroom dances. An unhappy experience with an oratorical contest, led Art
later to Toastmasters, where he learned to give speeches and found he enjoyed the con-
nection to the audience.

Art is married to Gloria and they have 2 children and 3 grandsons, all in the area. Art
was a federal employee, working for the Military Traffic Management Command (MTMC) in
Bailey’s Crossroads. Like many of us, work brought him to the area and he and his family
have been here since 1968. Having commuted long hours in Bayonne, Art wanted a shorter
commute when he moved here and so settled in North Springfield. Although he says he
wanted an acre of land out in the boonies, Art is happy to be settled in Heritage Hunt. He
and his wife like the amenities and activities and Art
says he’s impressed with the talented, committed
people he has met in Little Theater. He appreciates
having a chance “to kick up his heels one last time”
by taking roles in HHLT productions. He has been the
DJ in When In Rome, an FBI guy in Afraid of the Dark,
and a hillbilly in Hound of the Clackervilles. His favor-
ite role is his first one, one of the young men in
Charleston. I suspect that is because of the music.
Art says he is ready for a bigger role and would like
to develop a character.

While employed with MTMC, besides getting lots of
experience in public speaking as a training coordina-
tor, Art was called upon to do caricatures of people
who were retiring; he also did cartooning and had
about 40 cartoons published in MTMC magazines. Art
has designed logos both at work and for the Italian
Heritage Lodge he belongs to. Now where could
we put this talent to work? Hm, editor? Board?

Although busy with gardening, grandchildren
and tennis, Art is making time for new adventures –
he’s ready to take dance lessons, maybe tap. Way
to stay young, Art Moscatello!

Art, as Jimmy, the dapper playboy,
 in the musical comedy, Charleston
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I

A Review:
No Sex

Please, We’re
British

by Goldie Grandy

I highly antici-
pated attending

a performance of No Sex Please, We’re
British at the Fauquier Community The-
ater. I have been a fan of British theater
for a long time, especially of their come-
dic timing. If you’ve been lucky enough
to attend one of these plays done by a
well trained British cast, you’ll already
know what to expect—a slow start and a
hilarious ending. The play, written by
Anthony Marriott and Alistair Foot, is the
story of a young bank manager and his
new bride, who live in the bank owned
apartment above the bank, and the
disruptions this living arrangement creates.

The actors were well cast and their
characters created reasonably well. The
first act, as expected, was slow almost to
the point of boring. I did feel that there
was some ‘overacting’ on the part of the
cast in the first few scenes and wished for
a little more subtlety in the characters as
they were introduced.

The young newlyweds, played by
Brian Doyle and McCall Farrell, struggle
with the constant ringing of an intercom
from the bank below, and the news that
his mother, played by Erin Wyld, is arriving
for a visit.  A mis-sent check results in the
arrival of boxes of pornographic materi-
als. When the bank’s Chief Cashier, played
with wonderful comedic expression by
Greg Powell, arrives with the first pack-
age containing a box of ‘questionable’
photos, the young wife is shocked to find
something quite different than what she
ordered. As the play progresses and the
actors try to cover up, or get rid of, the
box of pornographic pictures, they receive
another box containing pornographic
films. Keeping all this from notice by
mother and the bank picks up the pace

and the play gets better and more
amusing.

After intermission everything came
closer to my expectations as the play
moved faster and the actors no longer
seemed to be overacting. The arrival of new
characters  (Greg Crow, the district bank
manager; a bank inspector, Joe Bersack; a
police superintendent, Ted Ballard; and two
prostitutes, Krista Poole and Sallie Willows)
produced  more than enough wild hi-jinks to
set the audience laughing heartily by the
end of the play. Some of the second act
costuming was exceptionally hilarious. It must
be seen to be believed.

The set, with one exterior door and four
interior doors was well designed for the  casts
well timed entrances and slammed exits. A
couch center stage was expertly used for prat
falls, both over and onto, and provided a
central prop to advance the action.

As some of you may not yet have
seen this play. I won’t give away any more
details. You will have to see for yourself
how the confusion grows and the surprise
at the end. Overall, with the exception of
those few criticisms of the first act, I en-
joyed the show very much.
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Sight
&

Bite

Activities Director Joyce
Mancini is reminding members that the
Sight and Bite for the FCT Will Rogers
Folly will be held on May 6th. Dinner will
follow at the Stonewall Country Club.
The theater ticket is $12 and the dinner
is $25, totaling $37, which if payable to
Joyce as soon as possible. Thank you.


