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Acting is fun. It’s like being in a sandbox and
pretending...
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William Shatner

From the Prez

I  want to congratulate the attendees at our last
meeting for selecting such an excellent Board of
Directors. As a result, your new Board  is: President,
Murray Schooner; Vice President, Sandy Mills; Secre-
tary, Joan DeBell; Treasurer, Dave Milbradt; Activity/
Program Chair, Joyce Mancini; Communications
Chair, Grace Baier; and At-Large Member, Helen
Esposito.

Our Committee Chairs will provide you with
opportunities to serve our incredibly talented theater
group.

In this limited space, I must publicly praise the
HHLT outgoing President Bets Knepley who did all the
ground work for this organization and put it on the
map, while also serving as a skilled, hard-working
show director. Bets and her Board have done a
remarkable job in two years, giving the new Board a
tremendous challenge to meet or exceed your
expectations.

I am very optimistic about what we can ac-
complish because of the willingness of volunteers
and the tremendous pool of talent that I continue to
witness here.

I need to thank the 24 or more members that
provided the entertainment in the Christmas review,
A Letter to Santa, to an appreciative audience at
the Women’s Club December luncheon…the danc-
ers, singers, actors, musicians and the very important
people behind the scenes; and of course our fear-
less and gutsy Director John Gatt. This was surely
good publicity and public relations for the HHLT and
its growing list of fans.

The most gratifying aspects of membership in
this group are the tremendous talent that is ready to
volunteer to help bring enjoyment to HH residents.

We should be excited about our next produc-

Readers Theater Returns!
by Bets Knepley

Remember the Readers Theater that we
ran for several months in 2003? Well, it’s
coming back soon!

What exactly is a readers theater? Our
Readers Theater will be much like doing a
radio show, at least at first. All types of writing
will be explored so as to give participants a
varied experience.

Why should you participate in a Readers
Theater? For starters:

1. No memorizing.
2. The chance to

explore and experi-
ment what you can do
with just your voice.
You’ll develop your
tone, accents, and
emotional range.

Auditions
Coming Up!

by Bets Knepley

Auditions for
our next produc-
tion, Trouble at the
Tropicabana, are
coming up. They
are scheduled for
Tuesday, Feb 8 (7-9:30pm); Thursday,
Feb10 (7-9:30pm); and Saturday, Feb 12
(10am-Noon). All will take place in the
Board Room.  The cast consists of 3 men
and 4 women in speaking parts plus 3-5
dancers. Depending on the turnout, the
roles may be double cast, with each per-
son performing the play twice. This will
allow more people to participate and will
provide built-in understudies. For more
information, please call John Gatt at 5320.

Continued on page 4
Continued on page 2
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LETTERS TO SANTA
by Sandy Mills, Vice President

On Tuesday morning, December 14, a troupe of HHLT perform-
ers entertained at the monthly meeting of the Heritage Hunt
Women’s Association. Produced and directed by John Gatt, letters
to Santa were answered by Mrs. Claus (Grace Baier).

Each request summoned forth a short entertainment as response
to the forlorn letter. The program was led off by a parody of Twas the
Night before Christmas read by M. J. Brickach, wearing her night-
clothes! This was followed by the dulcet tones of Marie Phillips in a
Christmas medley. The Charleston dancers, (Pat Boggs, Pat Dews,
Claudia Dugan, Helen Esposito, Natalie June, and Yvonne Stathis) did
a cute number to Jingle Bell Rock. They recycled their flapper cos-

tumes into reindeer outfits complete with
jingle bells. This whole fantasy was choreo-
graphed by Lynn Levvis.

Joan DeBell and Murray Schooner
sang excerpts from three songs from Fiddler
on the Roof.

The solemnity of that occasion was
rent by the antics of Rick Sullivan as
Lancelot in a skit written by John Gatt. He
was abetted by Lloyd King and Sandy Mills
as a witch (typecasting) and a princess (a
stretch). Giggles continued with a reprise of
Sonny and Cher by Bob and Ellie Rewald.
Ellie was in fine voice this time, no laryngitis.

The ensemble performed a parody of
The Roaring Twenties called The Soaring
Nineties. Midge Teahan was the narrator.
Then the show returned to the Christmas
theme with Sue Wright playing a contempo-
rary version of We Three Kings and Marie
Phillips leading the audience and ensemble
in Christmas songs.

Our stalwart crew was Obie Dugan on
lights and Sully Sullivan on sound. Chuck
Zumbaugh was an elf and helped backstage
and sang with the ensemble.

The audience was very appreciative of
our efforts and a good time was had by all.

Above:  Grace Baier

Above:  Lloyd King, Sandy Mills, Rick Sullivan

The Dancing Reindeers

Continued from page 1: Readers Theater

3. The opportunity to analyze your character in depth.
4. Some may want to acquire experience by directing

one of these mini-productions.
5.  Takes less of your time--fewer rehearsals. No cos-

tuming, blocking, makeup necessary.
At first, we will perform after our regular monthly meet-

ings. Who knows how far we will go?
And you’ll have fun!

Newsletter Needs Your Input
by Bets Knepley, Editor

Our newsletter will be much more
interesting if you would contribute an
occasional item about your experiences as
an actor or as a crew member, either with
HHLT or other organizations.

I will be asking each and every one of
you to contribute, so be prepared! Or
better yet, send me an article today!
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BACK TO SCHOOL!!!
by Sandy Mills, Vice President

A few
intrepid mem-
bers of HHLT
have ventured
into the half-
remembered
ocean of
youth and
have begun
Acting I
classes at
local commu-

nity colleges. This is the first of several
articles to recount our experiences as we
progress through the class.

In our first class, we draw curious glances
from the other students but no one will meet
our eyes. Helen and I seem to have the
unfortunate habit of dressing in the same
colors, as if our age doesn’t make us stand
out enough! Our teacher is welcoming and
doesn’t make any comments about our age;
we are just part of the group.

Our first class exercise is to partner with
someone we don’t know, have a 10 minute
conversation, and then introduce each other
to the class. An old familiar exercise to us
“grown-ups,” but who would expect us to
find much in common, which we are
charged to do. I select the young man sitting
closest to me for this conversation. He
doesn’t have much choice and seems shy.
But we discover that he and my daughter
share a physical condition for which he has
had 2 major surgeries. He is amazed to find
someone who understands and has heard of
his condition. We explore our musical likes
and find that “classical” to him means only
classical rock, but he claims to like “all mu-
sic.” Our conversation is over too soon and
we quickly agree to be one of the first ones
up in the front of the room to introduce each
other. Get it over with and then be able to
relax. I am surprised to find that I am slightly
nervous about addressing this group. But it
goes smoothly and we are able to watch the
rest of the students.

The second class promises mirror exer-
cises and more to make us aware of the
space and our place in it. Helen and I team
up for the mirror thing ( I don’t want to get a
partner doing the funky chicken!) and it goes

well, until I crack up during the second
exercise. There goes the focus and concen-
tration we are supposed to be working on.
The group next to us almost cracks up be-
cause they hear a creaking coming from us
when I decide to add some bending to the
flowing movements. The teacher is good at
finding something to praise in all of us. I
notice one girl in particular who was very shy
in the first class, now seems more comfort-
able in front of the group.

Our syllabus says we will be doing a lot
of improvisational exercises for a while and
then will move to monologues and lastly
scene work. There will be written assign-
ments, a book report and character analysis.
What have we gotten into?!!! Most of it will
be a lot of fun, and we may also learn a lot
about what the young are doing these days.

*Editor’s Note:  Sandy Mills and Helen Esposito
are enrolled in an acting class at NVCC-Manassas.
Rick Sullivan is taking the same course except at
the Woodbridge Campus. Jane Becker took the
course last year.

2004 Election
Report

by Bets Knepley

A round of applause
and a thank you to our

Nominating/Election Com-
mittee: Treva Whyte, Helen

Myhre and Tom Sutton. They did a great
job in creating a slate of officers and
tallying up the votes and everything else
that went with the job. And a thank you to
all who ran. HHLT appreciates your com-
mitment and enthusiasm.

This was our first annual election accord-
ing to our revised bylaws. A seven member
Board of Directors was to be elected. Our
new bylaws state that 4 Board members will
be elected in the even years, with 3 elected
in the odd years. In order to start this process,
in this election only, the four with the most
votes will serve a 2 years term, and the next 3
will serve a one year term.

Board members who will serve 2 years
are: Sandy Mills, Helen Esposito, Dave
Milbradt and Grace Baier. Those who will
serve a one year term are: Murray Schooner,
Joan DeBell and Joyce Mancini.

This new procedure will allow for conti-
nuity in our Board.



Board of Directors

President .................................................. Murray Schooner
Vice President .................................................... Sandy Mills
Secretary ........................................................... Joan DeBell
Treasurer ....................................................... Dave Milbradt
Activity/Program Chair .............................. Joyce Mancini
Communications Chair ................................ Grace  Baier
At-Large ........................................................ Helen Esposito
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.Happy Birthday to Us!!
by Joyce Mancini

Activity/Program Chair

February 24th,
2005 marks a very
special day - our
second Birthday. It’s
time to celebrate!
Anyone interested in
performing on that
date can call me
and we’ll try to put
together a short
program for the
occasion.

A call for help is
the watchword for our activities committee.
Anyone interested in helping out will be
greatly appreciated. Please call Joyce
Mancini at 1622. I’m looking forward to
working with you.

Your Dues Are Due
by Bets Knepley

It’s that time of year again. Your an-
nual membership dues are requested by
our treasurer, Dave Milbradt. Checks and
cash are accepted...no credit cards.
Please make out your check to Heritage
Hunt Little Theater.

The initial fee to
join HHLT is $25 per
person. Thereafter the
annual dues are $10.
These fees are not pro-
rated.

What are your dues used for? Funding
our productions is one budget item. Others
include budgeting for new sound or light
equipment, social events, charitable con-
tributions and the necessary administration
expenses, such as our banking fees, web-
site, and newsletter.

It has been HHLT’s policy, that in order
to participate in any of our productions,
you must be current in your dues.

tion, Trouble at the Tropicabana. John Gatt will
discuss this show at our regular meeting on January
27. John is looking for an assistant director. So be
sure to volunteer early. This is a great opportunity to
prepare yourself as a future show director. Most
exciting will be a reading of the entire script by
everyone present, following our January meeting.

Bets Knepley will discuss our plans for a Read-
ers Theater. Bets has volunteered to head up this
program.

As a reminder to our veterans and for the
benefit of our new members, the purpose of the
HHLT is:

1. To present live theater productions for the
cultural education, entertainment, and inspiration
of the HH community.

2. To foster and develop…the artistic talents
and skills of the HHLT members and other inter-
ested persons.

3. To engage in and subsidize social activities
designed to foster the foregoing purposes of the
organization.

Bets added one more unofficial purpose—
and that was “TO HAVE FUN!”

Finally I’d like to pass on some serious advise,
or wisdom, if you like, that I received many years
ago from my father, that can help us achieve all
our goals. “As you travel on through life, brother,
whatever be your goal—keep your eye upon the
donut and not upon the hole.”

 Visit our website at
www.hhlittletheater.org
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