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It is not how old you are, but how you are old.
— Jules Renard

From the President
by Nanette Ross, President

Love Letters, Part 5
by Bets Knepley

At our only group
rehearsal, the Love
Letters Cast was
handed some “home-
work”—a lengthy list
of names, terms and
events from the script

that they had to learn about. Playwright
Gurney’s use of these makes the play
more realistic, but only if the actors really
understand them. Also  each couple was
tasked to meet several times before begin-
ning rehearsals with the me in January.

Each couple has managed to meet
several times, in spite of the holiday season.
And most were finished with their “home-
work” when I last checked in with them.

The Production Crew—(Goldie Grandy,
Stage Manager; Light & Sound, Dave
Milbradt; Joey Wagner, Set Design; Elena
Portoles and Sandy Mills, Reservation & Tick-
ets; and me)—met for the second time to
review our plans. Although, everything seems
to be moving smoothly for the present, we
hope we’re pre-
pared for every-
thing?

Yellow publicity
flyers will be avail-
able at the Club
House, Marsh Man-
sion and Fitness
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Congratulations to the newly

elected members of the Board of
Directors of HHLT—Art Moscatello,
Joey Wagner, Jane Becker and
Arlene Maroney. Heritage Hunt Little
Theater is in good hands. You are
going to be a great board for 2008.

I sincerely thank Jim Burwell for his
willingness to serve as member-at-
large to fulfill the remainder of James
Campbell’s term, following James’
death. It is my fondest wish that Love
Letters, our February production, be
dedicated to the memory of James
Campbell.

I sincerely thank the Board for
their support, dedication and efforts
to further the purpose of HHLT. We are
charged with the task of presenting
live theater for the cultural, educa-
tion, entertainment and inspiration of
the community. We are charged with
the task of fostering and developing
artistic talents and theatrical skills of
our members through workshops and
other appropriate means. We have
also provided social activities, such as
theater parties, movie nights, birthday
and Halloween parties, which foster
our purpose.

Last month I saw Speed the Plow,
Continued on page 3 Continued on page 5
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Highlights
from the

November
Minutes

 Bill
Harrison asked if
there were any

nominations from
the floor. There were

none. Harrison distrib-
uted the ballots and in-

structed those present to vote for no more
than four candidates.

  The Caroling and Christmas
party will be held at Bill and Betty Harrison’s
home at 6pm on December 9th.

 The next workshop will be held
on January 5th and will feature Lisa Nanni-
Messegee who will  present “Using Your
Voice In Acting.” Coffee and pastries will
be offered from 9 to 9:30am with the pre-
sentation to follow.

 Old Time Radio Shows are
scheduled for May 20–23 in the Ballroom.
Elena Portoles is the Producer; Joey
Wagner, Set Design; Pat Dews, Costuming.
Director Bets Knepley still needs a stage
manager and sound effects personnel.
Auditions are tentatively set for February 22,
23 and 24.

 MJ Brickach is still planning
to direct Twelve Angry Men in Novem-
ber. She is waiting for permission to use
the Billiards Room.

 Bets gave an update on
Love Letters. Elena and Sandy (Mills)
will handle tickets. Bets will design
some flyers to be distributed starting in
January and asked HHLT members to
take these flyers to clubs and groups to
which they belong.

 There will be no December
General Meeting. The Board of Direc-
tors will have a transition meeting on
December 13 at Nanette’s home for
the old and new Board members. The
next General Meeting is scheduled for

Thursday, January 24, 2008.
 Beginning next year, it was

suggested that bylaws and member-
ship lists be made available to all HHLT
members.

Sandy Mills reported that
NOVA is offering Director’s classes this
next semester.

 Ina Mayer introduced a po-
tential new member, Betty Hitchcock.

 Pat Boggs talked about the
new Community Performing Arts Cen-
ter. Interested individuals in Heritage
Hunt have formed a HH Performing Arts
Committee. Pat requested that we con-
sider buying a chair in the new audito-
rium for $2500.00. She made a motion
to that effect, seconded by Bill Harrison.
The motion was carried with one dissent-
ing vote.

 Jane Becker, Arlene
Maroney, Art Moscatello and Joey
Wagner were elected to fill two-year
Board positions. Ina Mayer and Arlene
Maroney moved to destroy the ballots
and this was done.

President
Nanette Ross

Vice President
Bill Harrison
Secretary

Denny Cumber
Treasurer

Rick Sullivan
Activity/Program Chair

Joyce Mancini
Communications Chair

Pat Boggs
Member-at-Large

Jim Burwell

Board of Directors
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The January Workshop
Sat, Jan 5-9am-Craft Room

Using Your Voice
by Professor Lisa Nanni-Messegee

YOU MUST CONTACT BETS BY DEC 30
TO RESERVE A SPOT IN THIS WORKSHOP

The Flick Fest
Sat—Jan 5—7pm—Joyce Mancini’s

January General Meeting
Thurs, Jan 24 at 7pm-Craft Room

January Newsletter Article Deadline
Monday, Jan 14

Auditions for Old Time Radio Production
TBA

Love Letters Production Dates
Feb 5, 15, 20 & 28 at 7pm Card Room

May 2008 Production Dates
Old Time Radio Programs

May 20-23

Senior Theatre USA 2008 Fest
June 5-10 in Baltimore, MD

Put these
Dates on Your

Calendar

The Workshop
by Bets Knepley,

Workshop Coordinator

On January 5th at
9am in the Card
Room, Lisa Nanni-
Messegee will conduct
a Workshop on “How

to Use Your Voice.” Coffee, tea and
pastries will be offered.

Lisa Nanni-Messegee continues to work
all over the country as a theatre director,
actor and teacher. As a director, she won
an LA Weekly Award for Tainted Blood and
a fellowship at the Kennedy Center for the
play, Tracers. Recent credits include The
Dining Room for Highland Summer The-
atre in Minnesota and An Ideal Husband
for George Mason University. Lisa also
worked in Los Angeles primarily as a Televi-
sion Producer (Smart Solutions—HGTV, Good
Day Live—syndicated) and Voice-Over artist
(Main Floor—syndicated). Currently, Lisa is an
Adjunct Faculty member at GMU and North-
ern Virginia Community College.

If you plan to attend, please notify
me ASAP as we need a  head-count for
the instructor and caterer. Thanks.

The February 9th Workshop will be a
read-thru of two old time radio shows and
an explanation and demonstration of the
sound effect props that will be used in our
May Production. It’ll be fun, so please mark
this date on your calendar.

a play by David Mamet, presented at Theater J in DC. It dealt with the Hollywood movie
industry selecting and repeating the type of movie they thought the audience preferred
even though they knew they were producing movies of poor quality, just as we repeated the
farce format in our play selections. We believed this is what we were capable of and what
our audience desired even though we recognized that these were poorly written plays. It
greatly pleases me that we have moved on and our audience has applauded the change.

Another recurrent theme during this year was how to be a better communicator. Too
often we talk but don’t listen. In the opening scenes of Speed the Plow there was a wonder-
ful one-sided dialogue. One person made many attempts to communicate while the other
talked incessantly and never permitted the other to get a word in. I hope we learn to listen to
each other as well as read body language.

I have thoroughly enjoyed my term on the board and thank you for affording me the
opportunity to serve HHLT. Enjoy the upcoming holidays !

Continued from page 1
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INTRODUCTION
TO DIRECTING

by Sandy Mills

A new course of-
fering at the Manassas

campus of NOVA this
coming semester will be

an Introduction to Direct-
ing (SPD 241), taught by Kathryn
O’Sullivan whom you may remember from
the workshop on Character Analysis that
she presented to HHLT last June. This new
course, which has been a long time in
planning, will cover areas such as play
analysis, beats/movements, blocking and
working with actors. There will be exercises
and short directing projects/presentations.
A great opportunity for education at a
convenient locale. Class begins on Janu-
ary 15th, (Tuesdays from 3:30pm to 6:15pm).
The semester ends on 12 May.

If you can remember Helen’s and
my experience with our previous class
at NOVA, you’ll understand my wish for
some “senior” company in taking the class.
If you are interested and have questions,
feel free to call me at 703-743-5175.

Radio—The
Way It Was

by Grace Baier

The early
days of live
radio broadcast-
ing were very
different from the way things are today.

At a small station in Williamsport, PA,
the control engineer-disk jockey sat in a
glass enclosed soundproof cubicle. He
worked with a huge board with many
buttons and switches which managed the
programs. Sound effects were improvised.
For example, thunder was created by
rattling a thin tin sheet.

The broadcaster sat in a separate
soundproof cubicle face-to-face with
the engineer. A huge old time micro-
phone and a stack of papers with script
material sat on the table ready to be
used on the air.

The staff were all multi-taskers. I
remember Leon Kelly, who managed
the advertising department and, on the
air, was the friendly philosopher. Wright
Mackey, also in advertising, played the
organ for the evening musical program.
He was also the station’s sportscaster
and newscaster. I was the commercial
copywriter and women’s program di-
rector and performer. Several secretar-
ies and receptionists rounded out the
WRAK family.

Since the studio was located in a
valley, another control tower sat on top of
South Mountain to carry the signal a
greater distance. The engineer who ran
the buttons and switches on the mountain
liked to play games. He would lower the
volume and, just as the listeners at home
would rise to adjust the sound, he would
turn it up loud and blast their ears. Early
radio was quite an adventure. HHLT will be
giving us all a glimpse of “how it used to
be” with the Spring Production of Radio
Days. It will be fun to revisit the past glory
of live radio.

Attention!
February
Meeting

Date
Change

by Joey Wagner

We have
changed our February General Meet-
ing and Birthday Party to Thursday,
February 21st because of the final
performance of Love Letters.

Details on the location of the party
will be announced in January.

We need Birthday Party Entertain-
ment—singers, dancers, comedians,
etc. Please contact Joey Wagner at
1043 for more information or if you’d
like to volunteer. Thank you.



BOD—2008
The Heritage Hunt Little

Theater Board of Directors
for 2008 are:

President
Denny Cumber
Vice President

Bill Harrison
Secretary

Arlene Maroney
Treasurer

Jane Becker
Communications

Art Moscatello
Membership

Art Moscatello
Activities

Joey Wagner
Member-at-Large

Pat Boggs

Don’t Miss This!
by Bets Knepley

Don’t miss HHLT mem-
ber Aileen Drennan’s
performance as Ouiser
Boudreaux  in Fauquier
Community Theatre’s Steel
Magnolias on February  29,
March 1-2, 7-9 and 14-16.

Congratulations from
all of us, Aileen.

Break a leg!

Aileen as Mrs. King,
the USO Supervisor,

in HHLT’s first production,
Don’t Say No to the USO

Center on December 27th. If you would
like to distribute some of these flyers at
one of your other club meetings, please
call me (1360).

Also there will be Yellow Reserva-
tion Forms (similar to the Blue Forms)
available in the carousels at the Club
House and Marsh Mansion. I advise you
to reserve early, as each performance
will only seat eighty. You’ll be glad you
did!

Love Letters will be dedicated to
the memory of James Campbell.

The Cast and Production Crew
thank you for supporting them so that
this production will be another success.

Love Letters marks our tenth
production! Do you remember our
previous ones? They were: Don’t Say
No to the USO; The Last Dress Re-
hearsal; Westward, Whoa!; Charles-
ton!; Trouble at the Tropicabana;
Afraid of the Dark; When in Rome;
Hound of the Clackervilles and The
Cemetery Club. We’ve come a long
way and still have more to go!!

Continued from page 1 Sound
Effects
(SFX)

by Bets Knepley

Today it’s
difficult to
imagine the
influence
radio once
held over the
American people. Unlike movies or
newspapers, radio both informed and
entertained its audience without requir-
ing them to participate. Part of its suc-
cess depended upon the people who
created the sound effects—a squeak-
ing door, approaching horse or ringing
phone.

SFX are to our ears what pulling
rabbits out of a hat is to our eyes. It’s the
art of deception. It’s the art of painting
pictures for the imagination.

Be sure to attend our February
Workshop to learn how some of these
SFX are created. You may want to be
part of the SFX team for our old time
radio production. You’ll have a blast!
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