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“I love acting. It is so much more real than life.”
— Oscar Wilde
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I’ve always been an optimist. I expect every-
thing to work out for the best and it usually does. I
expected the cast to be selected for our Fall
Production during July, but it was not to be. The
Director, John Gatt, had great difficulty casting
Cloud Seven as well as lining up his crew. As a
result, the Fall Production has been cancelled.

HHLT began in 2003. We were the only group
providing homegrown theater entertainment. We
easily sold out the house. Soon after the Men’s
Chorus was formed and some of our talented
men joined them. The siphoning off continued
when the women’s chorus, Women of Note, was
formed. The Variety Show was the next activity to
draw upon our members.

Heritage Hunt is an amazing community with
more and more clubs, activities, meetings, lunches,
dinners, lectures--all competing for our time. This year
the Board voted to schedule three evening produc-
tions instead of four. Perhaps we should aim for one
production a year.

Still, there are a lot of good things happening in
HHLT. Our Saturday Workshops have been excellent.
The Traveling Theater Troupe is being well received
and has enlarged from three groups to four. Our
Saturday evening classic movie night, Flick Fest, is
getting off the ground. And, it was good seeing you
all at our summer social at Sil and Janet Zinicola’s
home.

Those of us who are involved are having a
good time. I ask you to commit to Little Theater.
When asked to participate, come! You’ve already
payed your dues. When asked to help, don’t sit on
your hands. Don’t avert your eyes. Become an
active member of the Heritage Hunt Little Theater.

Another Look at
The Cemetery Club Production

by Art Moscatello

To begin with, Gloria and I so
enjoyed the HHLT production of The
Cemetery Club that when we saw that it
was playing at the Potomac Theatre
Company (PTC), we decided to see it
again. Actually we had three reasons
for attending: for plain enjoyment; curi-
ous to see what the Potomac theatre
looked like; and mostly to compare
their production with that at Heritage
Hunt.

Well, we were impressed on all
accounts. The Potomac theatre is a
beautiful building built specially for
theatre productions. It is located in the
Blair Family Center for the Arts, Bullis
School. It has very comfortable seats for
750 people and has a large and deep
stage with overhead lights and sound
system. Ushers provided programs to
patrons and helped them find their
seats. The programs contained a synop-
sis of the play’s plot, bios of actors and
crew mem-
bers, names
of sponsors, a
substantial
number of
ads, and
notice of
future plays.

The scen-
ery was very

Continued on page 3
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 Jim
Burwell was welcomed
as a member of the
HHLT Board of Directors
to fill the position of
Member at Large for
the remainder of the

term of Jim Campbell
who has passed away.

  Communica-
tions Chair Pat Boggs was unavailable for
this meeting as she injured both legs. Rick
Sullivan reported that there is no change in
the membership.

 Our annual Summer Social will
be held at Sil and Janice Zinicola’s home
on August 12th at 2 pm.

 Bill Harrison reported that he has
received good reviews on several plays. He
handed out a document with play search web
sites. He brought some new plays which can
be picked up tonight or any member may
call Bill to request that a play be ordered.

 A revised member’s profile was
distributed and will be given to new mem-
bers to complete. Bill also recommended
that current members complete a  revised
profile to reflect their recent experience.

 At the July Workshop, a read
thru of the play, Love Letters was very well
received. All those who participated thor-
oughly enjoyed both the play and the
experience of taking turns reading. Thanks,
Bets. On August 11, Alan Mager will present
“How To Design A Set.” The combination of
Alan’s experience and his attention to
detail promises us a worthwhile workshop.

 The “Patriotic Program” was
well received on 7/25 at the Sudley Manor
House.  Another TTT group plans to present
“Summertime,” a program of poetry and
singing on 8/8 and 8/15.

 Blue Form—Nanette read a
memo from Jeanna Hilton stating that we
would not be able to use the blue form for
HHLT productions as the change with the
additional workload would have to be
accepted by the Food and Beverage
Committee. There was considerable dis-

Highlights

from the

July

Minutes

cussion and the consensus was that HHLT
should receive the same service as the
other HH organizations with dinner pro-
grams. Nanette and Elena Portoles will
meet with Jeanna and Bob Spindel to
negotiate a favorable solution.

 Cloud Seven—John Gatt said
that he still doesn’t have enough people
for the cast and crew. If he is unable to fill
the slots, there will be no show this Fall.
Joyce Mancini and Jane Becker volun-
teered to call the HHLT members to solicit
participation.

 Elena Portoles found our miss-
ing easel at the Marsh Mansion. It will be
stored in Clare Keating’s basement.

 Sandy Mills commented on
our large bank balance. We discussed
using some of our money to subsidize con-
struction of a back door to the stage. Elena
will present and discuss this addition at the
next Facilties meeting.

August General Meeting
Thurs, August 23 at 7pm-Craft Room

The Flick Fest
Sat, September 1 -7pm

At Joyce Mancini’s Home
Movie:  Moonstruck

September Newsletter Article Deadline
Monday, September 10

The September Workshop
Sat, September 8th-10am-Craft Room

Joey Wagner on Memory Improvement

Put these
Dates on Your

Calendar
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Travelling Theater Troupe
by Ina Mayer, Coordinator

The Travelling The-
ater Troupe contin-
ues to enjoy per-
forming for senior
venues. There are
now three groups—
”Just For the Fun of
It,” “God Bless
America,” and
“Summertime.” We

have found that incorporating music into our
presentations helps those whose cognitive
awareness may be impaired as well as
bringing old favorites to jog memories. Most
love to sing along with us.

I have commitments in September and
will be away for a good part of October,
but when I return I’ll get some other groups
started. There is a holiday show and a
winter show that are good choices for the
upcoming months. If you are interested,
please e-mail me at chia35@comcast.net
or call #1906. There are opportunities for
people who would like to substitute when
the original cast members cannot perform.
Since there is nothing to memorize this is
easy to do.

Traveling
Theater Troupe

similar to that of HHLT, sans the elaborate
railing we had in our living room. Also, the
cemetery scenery was onstage next to the
living room. It was very well done and con-
sisted of paintings of a huge tree and head-
stones. Each scenery was lighted to depict
the living or cemetery scenes, as appropri-
ate. The cemetery lighting was soft and had
a mottled effect—very impressive. Back-
ground music introduced each scene, and
was appropriate to the occasion—wedding,
mourning, etc. Also sound effects of birds
chirping during the cemetery scene added
a nice touch.

The acting was very well done, but in
all honesty I think it lacked some of the
emotion that was portrayed by the HHLT
players. The sound system did not include
individual mikes, so some lines were diffi-
cult to hear/understand when spoken
softly or directional. Also, we sat beneath
two huge overhead speakers which made
annoying humming sounds (but that was
quickly corrected).

There was a twenty minute intermission
at which time snacks and drinks were avail-
able for $1 each in the lobby which con-
tained tables and chairs. Ticket prices
ranged from $16-18 for evening and $13 for
afternoon performances. Six performances
are generally held for each production—
Friday, Saturday and Sunday for two con-
secutive weeks. The PTC has a busy sched-
ule producing three plays per year which
generally consist of a musical, a drama, and
a family oriented play for youngsters.

I spoke with the President of the PTC. She
said that originally the Potomac Theatre
rented space from the Bullis school; but
managed to raise $100,000 and donate it to
the Bullis for rights to be the resident theatre
company. I told her about the HHLT, and she
seemed interested in maintaining coordina-
tion with us to exchange ideas, schedules,
etc and support each theatres efforts/
productions. Gloria and I plan to follow the
Potomac Company schedule and attend
future productions.

Continued from page 1

Have you en-
joyed reading
about our mem-
bers’ little theater
experiences? Do
you have an experi-

ence that you’d like to share? Or did you
see a play that you’d like to tell our mem-
bers about? Don’t be a Do-Nothing!!

If each member wrote one short
article a year, our newsletter would be
so much more informative. That’s not
asking much, is it? Contact Bets at 1360
or bjknepley@comcast.net
Thanks!!
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The Workshop
by Bets Knepley, Workshop

Coordinator

A huge thank you
to Alan Mager, who led
our August workshop
titled “Set Design for the
Heritage Hunt Stage.”
Alan took us through the

steps he used when designing the sets for the
last four HHLT productions. His handout in-
cluded an outline of the steps as well as infor-
mation on the use of color and a resource list.
And he aptly illustrated many of the steps
using his miniature model of the HH stage.

Joey Wagner will lead the September
Workshop (Saturday, Sept 8th at 10am in
the Craft Room) which will deal with
memory improvement. For those of us who
have memory problems, this will be a very
helpful Workshop. It’s titled Where Did I Put
My Keys? Joey claims, “Use it or lose it. This
applies to the mind as well as the body. In
this Workshop you will learn ways you can
boost your brain health; participate in fun
brain teaser games and exercises that will
challenge your mind; and learn how aging
and other factors, such as health and
stress, effect memory.” Be sure to attend
and bring along any friend or neighbor
who might be interested in improving his/
her memory.

Would you like to lead a Workshop
on a topic of interest to our members?
Or do you have a topic that you want
to learn about? Please contact me at
1360. Thanks.

Alan Mager, with his HH stage model, discussing
set design at the August Workshop.

The Workshop Attendees listening intently to Alan Mager’s presentation.



—pg 5—

Questions,
Anyone?
by Bets Knepley

This is the third time (and perhaps the
last time) that Questions, Anyone? has
appeared in the LT newsletter. Thanks
again to M.J. Brickach for the challenges.

This month, M.J. would like to know
how many shows started out on Broadway
and eventually became a TV series. She
can only think of one: The Odd Couple,
which was a hit 1965 Broadway play by
Neil Simon, followed by a successful film &
several TV series such as the one that
starred Tony Randall and
Jack Klugman on ABC
from 1970-75; or the
animated cartoon series
on ABC from 1975-77;
and  The New Odd

A Pretty Perfect Pot Luck Picnic
by Joyce Mancini, Activity/Program Chair

Try saying that three times fast!! It’s a tongue twister all right,
but that is exactly what happened at our annual Picnic. A pretty
summer day. Not a cloud in the sky. A perfect place to hold the
fifty people who attended and a bunch of food prepared by
some pretty perfect cooks all added up to a great time.

We saw some long missing faces in the crowd. How nice was that? Then there
were the usually reliable familiar faces we all love. Mix them all together and a
great time was had by all. Thanks to Janice and Sil Zinicola for having us. And can
you believe that they want to do it again!!

The Classic Flick Fest is increasing in attendance. We had eleven people
gather to see The Sting. A great film, with Robert Redford and Paul Newman. So
young, so handsome, and good actors, too. Some people have all the luck.

Next month’s flick will be on Saturday, September 1, 2007 at 7pm. The flick will
be Moonstruck. This is the movie for which Cher won her Oscar. I love it and hope
you will come to my home and enjoy it with us. Popcorn, soft drinks during the
movie, coffee, tea and cookies after. Join us, it’s fun.

A few ideas to get together this fall since our play has been cancelled. How
about a Halloween Party? Or an early December gathering to carol in the neigh-
borhood? How about both? Let me know what you think or any other suggestions
you might have. Give me an idea and I’ll make it happen.

FLICK
FLICK
FLICK
FLICK
FLICKFESFESFESFESFESTTTTT

Couple on ABC from 1982-83 with a
predominately African-American cast.

My source was unable to locate a
definitive list of TV shows based on Broad-
way shows, but did piece together the
following information:   1)Life with Father,
1953-55, CBS;   2) Front Page, 1949-50,
based on 1928 play;   3) Mama, 1949-56,
based on I Remember Mama:   4)Stage
Door, 1950, CBS;   5)Bus Stop, 1961-62, ABC;
6)Barefoot in the Park, 1970-71, ABC;
7)Anna and the King, 1972, CBS;   8) Mr.
Roberts, 1965-66, NBC. The reference
source used was The Complete Directory
of Prime Time, Network and Cable TV

Shows 1946-Present.
Follow M.J.’s ex-

ample with your own
questions by contact-
ing me (1360 or
bjknepley@comcast.net).
Thanks.

Does anyone else out there
 have a question?

Is there anyone out there?
Helloooooooooo?????
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Traveling With The ‘Troupe’
by Goldie Grandy

On Tuesday, August 7, I went to the
Manassas Senior Center as a fledgling mem-
ber of the “Just For The Fun Of It” Traveling
Theater Troupe. Our group consisted of Joyce
Mancini, Grace and Ed Baier and myself. I was
a bit nervous as we had only one rehearsal for
me to learn the ropes before our perfor-
mance. When we arrived we were warmly
welcomed by the Center Manager and
shown to a table in the dining room. (Did I
mention that we had been invited to have
dinner with the group?) We watched as
more and more folks appeared and took
their seats at the tables. It became ap-
parent that there would be a pretty full
house—12 tables, 8 at each—so we knew
we would have to project and do our best.
After a yummy dinner of chicken, broccoli
and potato salad, with chocolate chiffon pie
for dessert, we were introduced and took our
places in front our audience. I wasn’t sure
what to expect but once Joyce began her
introductions and we began to perform, things
really fell into place. The audience was very
receptive and responsive. They laughed in all
the right places and you could tell that they
related very well to our material. As you know,
when the audience is responsive it spurs an
actor to give the best performance possible
and that is just what happened. I think Joyce,
Grace, Ed and I had as much fun with the
show as the audience did. As my first appear-
ance it couldn’t have been more affirming
that this form of traveling entertainment is
a wonderful way to entertain people who
otherwise might not have the chance to see
us perform. I think it was fortunate that I was
able to give my initial performance in front of
such an appreciative audience. I know that
won’t always be the case, but it certainly has
made me eager to go to the next venue
knowing that we are bringing entertainment to
other folks who might otherwise not be getting
the opportunity. As we were leaving many of
the audience members stopped to thank us
and say how much they had enjoyed the
show. I would say to those of you who haven’t
yet had the opportunity to be part of TTT—

The Memory of Elvis
Lives On & On &

On...
by Bets Knepley

Did you know that
August 16th was the 30th
anniversary of Elvis Presley’s
death? Do you care? Well,
if you’re an Elvis fan, you
do. This year thousands of

his fans made the pilgrimage to Graceland in
Memphis to mark this anniversary.

I was never much of an Elvis fan, being
trained in classical music. Tho I did like his
music when I heard it. I never saw him in per-
son. However, this week, while watching PBS
(of all places?) I saw him in performance. And
I was impressed. No, I was mesmerized, just like
a teenager. Something about his voice and his
moves (yes, his moves!) got to me. Any of you
out there have an opinion about The King?

Elvis was an American singer, musician
and actor—a cultural icon, the King of
Rock’n’Roll. He began his career as one of the
first performers of rockabilly, an uptempo
fusion of country and rhythm and blues with a
strong back beat. His novel versions of existing
songs, mixing ‘black’ and ‘white’ sounds,
made him popular - and controversial - as did
his uninhibited stage and television perfor-
mances. He recorded songs in the rock and
roll genre, with tracks like Jailhouse Rock and
Hound Dog later embodying the style. Presley
had a versatile voice and had unusually wide
success encompassing other genres, including
gospel, blues, ballads and pop. To date, he is
the only performer to have been inducted into
four separate music Halls of Fame.

If Elvis isn’t one of your favorites, let me
know who is. Thanks.

come and join us in this newest venture
of the Heritage Hunt Little Theater, you
just might get the same warm ‘fuzzy’ feeling
that I had having done something to give
others pleasure. My thanks to Ina Mayer
for the concept and Joey Wagner for her
hard work getting ‘gigs’ for all of us.


