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Write to be understood; Speak to be heard
Read to grow
L.C. Powell
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May Production:
Old Time Radio
by Bets Knepley, Director

We are well along
into rehearsals. First we
rehearsed each pro-
gram with the cast ,

analyzing all those ‘deep’ characters. The
SFX Artists brought in all manner of items to
their rehearsals in an attempt to imitate
sounds. Now we’re layering—rehearsing the
actors with the SFX. We still have several
more layers to add: the music and the light-
ing. Plus, of course, the blocking for en-
trances and exits that Program Manager Dot
Schuetze has planned.

Denny Cumber is rehearsing the singing
trio of gals—Joyce Mancini, Phyllis Shrader
and, of course, Denny herself. Some old time
commercial j ingles such as Pepsi Cola,
Dream Girl, Ajax, the Foaming Cleanser and
Cream of Wheat (that’s so good to eat) can
be heard any time you pass Denny’s house!

The Cue Gals
are learning to
wave their colorful
l a u g h / a p p l a u d
placards that Ted
Day, our SFX Con-
sultant, made. Ted
also designed and
built all the major
SFX equipment. He
even came up
with that elusive

We just finished basking in the glow
of Love Letters and already we’re off at
a fast trot rehearsing for the Old Time Ra-
dio with production scheduled for May
21, 22 and 23. OTR has a large cast and
requires a lot of coordination for Bets, Dot
and Elena to mesh all the actors and
the sound effects and music. Choreo-
graphed chaos anyone? And fun for all.

Our next event after the Old Time
Radio show will be our summer picnic,
always a good time to relax and swap
stories with each other. We hope to
agree on a July date for the Annual Pic-
nic at our April 24th General meeting.
Come and have your voice heard.

MJ Brickach has been in communi-
cation with the publishers for Twelve An-
gry Men for the past three months, trying
to smooth out some script issues. For
those that remember the movie version,
there is a very emotional scene close to
the end where Juror #3, played by Lee
J. Cobb, is finally able to express why he
reacted as he did during the jury delib-
erations. This scene, pivotal to the plot,
was left out of the adapted play but MJ
was able to work with the publishers to
have it included. MJ is moving along well
with the planning stage.

See you at the General meeting, on
stage practicing and out on the town.

Continued on page 3
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Highlights from the
March Minutes

by Arlene Maroney, Secretary

 Treasurer’s Report
The reasoning behind

not having an interest-
bearing account is that if

we receive interest over
$10, we would have to file

a tax form.
Activities—Classic Movie Night

will be held on Saturday, April 5th at 7pm
at Joyce Mancini’s home. Movie will be
Life is Beautiful.

Joey Wagner discussed our annual
picnic which will be in July and asked for
volunteers to host it. The date, usually a
Saturday or Sunday, has yet to be deter-
mined.

Membership—Art Moscatello
reported that we have two new members
with us tonight—Tom Taggart and Paul
Young. He also reported that there are
still 15 people who have not paid dues
this year. He requested the five members
who have joined us in the last few months
to gather and have a group picture
taken. President Cumber thanked Art for
all the work he has been doing in regard
to membership.

Play Selection—Bill Harrison
reported that he intended to have a
meeting of the Review Committee at the
end of March but has had to put it off to
the first part of April. He has a sign up
sheet if anyone is interested. He is now
looking for Plays for Seniors and possibly
one-act plays.

Theater Workshop—Bets Kne-
pley is working on finding a professional
to present a Directing Workshop.

 TTT—Coordinator Ina Mayer
reported that this is a hard time to sched-
ule the groups. It was suggested that we
postpone this endeavor until after the
May Production since many TTT members
are now involved in the play. Ina has
stated the Joey has done so much work

with scheduling and people are over-
loaded right now. They have asked if
anyone else would like to join and have
gotten a lot of feedback. There will be a
postponement until after the play.

May Product ion—Director
Bets Knepley reported on the May Pro-
duction, Old Time Radio. There were  a
few minor cast changes. She stated the
we are all ready to “Let the fun begin.”
She distributed packets of 12 publicity fly-
ers to anyone who belonged to other HH
groups to hand out. The dinner menu will
be chicken, wild rice, a spring vegetable,
rolls and butter and a berry cake at
$20.00. A blue form should be filled out
and submitted.  The publicity flyer will be
shown on Channel 18 and Ed Yablonski
stated that he would try to get this pub-
licity flyer shown, as is, with graphics.

Newsletter—Editor Bets Kne-
pley requested members to forward any
items (such as play reviews or theater
news) to her for inclusion in our monthly
newsletter.

Board of Directors
President

Denny Cumber    X1452
Vice President

Bill Harrison    X1644
Secretary

Arlene Maroney    X5076
Treasurer

Jane Becker    X5466
Communications & Membership

Art Moscatello    X5354
Activities

Joey Wagner    X1043
Member-at-Large
Pat Boggs    X5047
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April General Meeting
Thurs., April 24 at 7pm-Craft Room

Classic Movie Night
Canceled until June

Workshop
Canceled until July

May 2008 Production Dates
Old Time Radio

May 21-23

Senior Theatre USA 2008 Fest
June 5-10 in Baltimore, MD

Directing Workshop
Sat, Aug 9 at 9am-Card Room

Put these
Dates

on Your
Calendar

The Workshop
by Bets Knepley, Workshop

Coordinator
Great news! Lisa

Nanni-Messegee, who
conducted our last workshop, has
agreed to lead a Directing Workshop on
Saturday, August 9. She has suggested
discussing pre-production aspects such
as preparing the text for production,
casting, creating a schedule. Other top-
ics she thought might be interesting are:
working with actors and designers; pro-
duction meetings; how to find a con-
cept and shape it in a collaborative en-
vironment. Most of all , she would like to
have suggestions from you as to what
you’d really like to learn or discuss. So
put on your thinking-caps and let me
know. Thanks.

No Workshops are scheduled until July.

‘rolling hand grenade’ SFX. What an imagi-
nation Ted has!

Set Consultant Joey Wagner has put finish-
ing touches on the minimal set design and ac-
tual construction will soon begin in her garage.
Ted Day will try to utilize sets from previous plays.

Costume Consultant Pat Dews has been
having a ball buying hats for the various char-
acters in the play. She’s also making a few—
with the latest being a dunce cap.

Bill Whyte, Light & Sound Consultant, has his
hands full adjusting all the mics at our tech re-
hearsals. We found out that a few of our SFXs
aren’t going to work in the ball room. So it’s back
to the drawing board for new ideas.

Producer Elena Portoles and Sandy Mills
are handling Blue Forms. As of April 15, we’ve
sold over 300 seats. Hurrah!!!

All in all, I’d say that “The fun has begun!”

Old Time Radio Props Needed
by Joey Wagner

We are looking for the following items for
the Old Time Radio set:

· A dark colored wooden bookcase no
more than 30" inches wide and approxi-
mately 45" high

· Two card tables and matching chairs.
Ideally, they would be made of wood. We
can ask to use the ballroom chairs but they
look rather modern.

· Coffee mugs like those you might see
in IHOP or Bob Evans.

· Clothes tree/hat rack
· Wall clock approximately 10"-12" in di-

ameter—plain, round, black and white, big
black numerals (not Roman).

· Water glasses—Does anyone have
glasses with a Pepsi-Cola logo on them or
logos from any other products from the 40’s?

If  you have any of these items and are
willing to let us use them for the production,
please call Joey @1043. Thank you.

Continued from page 1
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Traveling
Theater
Troupe

By Ina Mayer,
Coordinator

At the
March meeting, it was decided to post-
pone all TTT performances until after  Old
Time Radio. Too many people are busy
with this show as well as many other ac-
tivities. Hope to return in June.

Traveling Theater
Troupe

Member News
by Bets Knepley, Newsletter Editor

You know that two of our members
have appeared in productions of other
community theaters—Lana Krogmann
with the Prince William Little Theatre and
Aileen Drennan with the FCT. But other
members are “spreading their wings” and
talents in other ways.

Pat Dews, who has become known for
designing and making costumes for several
HHLT productions, was invited to participate
as a new designer in a fashion show at the
21st annual Quilters Heritage Celebration held
in Lancaster, PA on March 28th, to show sev-
eral of her “wearable art” ensembles. Pat has
been making intricate, whimsical jackets for
several years. Her award winning ensembles
have been accepted into juried quilt and
wearable art contests in Williamsburg and
Hampton, VA. This year an ensemble was
displayed in the Lancaster quilt show. The
fashion show luncheon was part of the quilt
show. The annual fashion show includes
garments made by nationally known de-
signers who design innovative outfits for
world wide garment sewing competitions
such as the prestigious Bernina Fashion
Show. Many of these designers create cus-
tom garments on commission, teach wear-
able art techniques and publish books and
articles on garment design and wearable
art. Three of Pat’s garments were shown by
professional models. The garments in-
cluded two jackets: “Giraffe Parade” and
“Elegant Elephants,” and “The Red Shoes,”
a Red Hat Society outfit, which included a
jacket, skirt, blouse and hat.

And Ed Knepley, HHLT Photographer
for many productions and past HHLT
Webmaster, has won many awards in dif-
ferent photographic venues and has be-
gun to judge at local competitions. He’ll
be at the HH Craft & Art show on April
30th with his usual art, plus a newly cre-
ated photographic book of the Heritage
Hunt Community, “Where the Fun Begins.”

Membership Reminder
by Art Moscatello, Membership Chair

It’s great to see that our new members
have not wasted any time getting involved
in our Litt le Theater. Cheers to Betty
Hitchcock, Paul Young, Tom Taggart, Gene
Schmiel, and Chuck Breder for volunteer-
ing their talents to our production of Old
Time Radio. Cheers also to all our loyal
members for their support.

Also, a reminder that annual dues are
required to renew membership for 2008.
Most members have made their renewal,
but several dues are still outstanding. If you
have not made your renewal, please re-
mit $10 (cash or check) to Treasurer Jane
Becker (or any board member). Checks
should be payable to HH Little Theater. Any
questions may be referred to Jane X5466
or Art Moscatello X5434. Thanks for your
cooperation.

Classic Movie Night
There will be no Classic Movie Nite in

May due to the current production. There
will be a movie (TBD) in June after which
we will take a break until the fall.
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Welcome New Members
by Art Moscatello, Membership Chair

Please help me extend a warm wel-
come to Paul Young who recently joined
our Little Theater Group. Paul, and his wife,
Fredricka, relocated to Heritage Hunt four
and one-hal f  years  ago f rom Fai r fax
County. They have three children, Mark,
Eric, and Marla and boast of six grandchil-
dren. Unfortunately, they all live in Califor-
nia, so visits involve a lot of traveling.

Paul’s professional field of expertise is
communications. Prior to his retirement
from Washington Gas, he was involved in
communications with the federal govern-
ment and spent many years as a radio and
television newsman and announcer.

Paul ranks study of the Civil War as his
number one hobby, followed by geneal-
ogy, birding (especially bluebirds), and
keeping abreast of national and interna-
tional news. Because of his interest and
experience in TV and radio, Paul was es-
pecially intrigued by the Little Theater’s
upcoming Old T ime Radio P lay,  and
couldn’t resist the challenge to join our
group. I am sure Paul’s background and
talents will give some dimension to our OTR
production.

Please keep your welcoming hand ex-
tended to greet another new member of
our Little Theater...Tom Taggart. Tom, and
his wife, Janet, are recent arrivals to Heri-
tage Hunt, having moved from Dale City,
nine months ago. Tom and Janet have two
sons, Tom, Jr and Charles and two and one
half grandchildren (third grandchild ex-
pected in August/September  time frame).

Tom retired from the Army and is work-
ing in Project Management for CACI, a
contractor located in Ashburn. Janet is
employed full-time taking care of Tom and

the household.
He keeps himself busy pursuing his

many hobbies and interests, among which
are model railroads, table top war games,
Civi l  War reenactment and computer
games. Musically, he plays the tin whistle
and bodhran (Irish frame drum) and is
learning the mountain dulcimer, fiddle and
guitar.

His past theatrical experience includes
acting in high school, church and commu-
ni ty  product ions  and also helped in
makeup, set construction...and was a
magician, too!

Tom said he joined our Little Theater to
meet people and have fun...so let’s not
disappoint him.

Paul Young
Tom Taggart

New Members

and

Recent New Members
from left to right

Paul Young, Tom Taggart, Gene Schmiel,
Chuck Breder, Betty Hitchcok.



24-Hour Theatre
by Bets Knepley, Editor

“What is 24-Hour Theatre?” you may ask. Participants have only
one full day to write and stage a play.

This process—24-hour theater—condenses creativity to its essen-
tials and boils the collaborative process down in a manner unlike
any other in the realm of theater-making. Everyone is on the same
playing field, providing nearly instant gratification for all. The audi-
ence, usually drawn by curiosity, wonders—will these crazy people
be able to pull it together and keep it rolling?

It may take a lot out of the writers, directors, costumers, set designers and actors but
with everyone’s help, in just 24 hours, a group would be able to take it from the page to the
stage. The purpose is not to create something perfect but to get to experience the intensity
of writing and producing the entire piece in just one day.

If you’d l ike to participate in this type of event, contact Pat Markland at
pmarkland@yahoo.com. She’s coordinating a 24-Hour Theatre Event at the Winchester Little
Theater on May 30 with performance on May 31.

Perhaps HHLT might conduct our own 24-Hour Theater Event. It could be a very exciting
adventure for all of us. Let me know if you’re interested.

APPLAUD
LAUGH

Above
The Jingle Singers (left to right)

Joyce Mancini
Phyllis Shrader

and
Denny Cumber

Below
The Cue Gals (left to right)

Natalie June
Faye Green

Pics from OTR
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